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^E^BRf ti m TAfi PEAK. 



CHAPTEE I. 



PaicBto hKft iBinty hearts ! No tears can more iheau 

09WAr. 

WniOK AUop Sci^g^Parth e|iit«ifed, at J<p^, 
Ibe fmlom y^mefifft |ioxjm$ Wer hfd 40 ^^Pg 
mfip^ictlfi^heta it WiSfrivitb a4<«««r •tiiPi and a a9Bw 

lM?emiit6 att^liQp j^ fi«ffr, which ||t ^v^ee a4u^u 
c^dtheagp^aiwcteof it^4)^ritjw^ amj 

^tvnek JuKpn a^ ^ ]iw4 ^men ; |^ altfaQiuli th9 
6sne ,l9i9]ltpfml VPW the tpUette may^ m nui^^ 
cases, intimate the wish to ^pefu* adyantageous- 
ly ^s\u3oi an i]»tei:¥i^w, yet a ceremonious ar- 
Kfiqg^nie|it ofjittire is yery.qi)ich;alUed with for- 
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4 PEVEKIL OF THE PEAK. 

malitj, and a preconodiyed determination to treat 
a lover with cold politeness. 

The sad-coloured gown-— the pinched and 
pluted capf which carefully obscured the profu* 
sion of loxig dark-bnown haii^— the small J'ufiv^-and 
the long sleeves, would have appeared to great 
disadvantage on a shape less graceful than Alice 
Bridgenorth^s ; but an exquisite form, though 
not, as yet, sufficiently rounded in the outlines 
to produce the perfection of female beauty, was 
able to sustain and give grace even to this un- 
becoming dress. Her countenance, fair and de- 
licate, with eyes of hazel, and a brow of alabaster, 
had, notwithstanding, less regular beauty dian her 
form, and might have been justly subjeeteid to 
criticism. There was, however, a life and spbril 
in h^ -gaiety, and' a dept'h of sentinlkent in het 
gravity, whie^ made Alice, in conversation with 
the- very few persons with whom she assoeia- 
ted, so fascinating in faer manners and expres- 
sion, whether of language t>r couBtenance->-so 
touching, also, in her simplicity and purity of 
thought, that brighter beauties might have been 
overlooked in 'h^r company. It was no wonder. 
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FEVKRIL OF THE PEAK. 6 

Uierefoie,'that an ardent character like Julian, 
influenced by these charms, as well as by the se- 
crecy and mystery attending his intercourse with 
Alice, should prefer the recluse of the Black* 
Port to all others with whom he had become ac- 
quainted in general society. 

His heart beat high as she came into the apart- 
ment, and it was almost without an attempt to 
speak that his profound obeisance acknowledged 
her entrance. 

** This IS a mockery, Master Peveril,^ said 
Alice, with an effort to speak firmly, which yet 
was disconcerted by a sUght tremulous inflection 
of vmce— *^^ a joaockery, and a cruel one. You 
come to this lone place, inhabited, only by two 
women, too »mple to command yoiu* absence— 
too weak to enfcnrce itf— you come, in spite of 
my earnest request— to the neglect of your own 
time— to the prejudice,; I may fear, of my cha* 
racter — you abuse the influence you possess over 
the simple person to whom I am intrusted— All 
this you do, and think to make it up by low re^ 
verences, and constrained courtesy ! Is this ha« 
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6 PEVISEIL OF THE FKAt. 

nouraf>le, or id it fait ?-^Ts it,^ slie added, after 
a momeni^^ hesi^attoii— i** is it kwtd ?* 

The tretfiuloiis accent fell eispeotdly ovL the 
last ^ord sh^ utteted, and it wa$ spoken in a 
IbW tone of gentle reproach, wbich ^nt ia Jtr- 
lian*8 heart* 

** if,* said he, *♦ there was a mode by irhidi, 
'at the peril of iiiy life, Alice, I conld shew ttkj 
regard— my tespect — ^my devoted tetfdemesi*-^ 
the danger would be dearer to me than ever wst^ 
pleasure/* 

*' Tou have said such things ofteti,"^ said Alice, 
*^ and they are such as X onght n6C to heat> and 
do not deiSre to hear. I have no t^ks Id inlpo^ 
bn you-— no enemies to be destroyed — ^no need 
or desire of jprotection — ^no t^ish, Heaven kno^isf, 
to expose y6U to danger-^tt is your visits her* 
idoiie to Vhich danger dttHches. You have but 
to rule your o^wilfhl temper-^-to turn ydur 
dloughts £itid. yotiir carei^ elifewhere, alid t cdti 
liftte tiothiilg td ask— no^hiti^ to iAkh fbh Us6 
jrour own rtisdn^-i-HMjnsldek' th^ Itijtity you Ad 
ycur^tf— the fejil^icJe yoii do uii-^aiid let toe. 
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BEVBIlUi OP THB PKAK« 7 

jjMunell? friMi this pbce--^tilW4iU~»^'* 

Ske iiausdol, iad JFoIiHr. oogorlj vitarru|ito4 
Jien-t*'' Till vhcn^ JLlfcdf*^Ui.tA«l Pm^pi^ 
on im itnif knglh a< alimic^ whkhy^ti/r mr^fi^ 
dan i&fliet, > short .o£ n final ji^)M«jli9Q-^S4y »; b9- 
^bne Ifar yekfB, biitivtiMto 1srhmi%hm*:jmt$ Me 
orer; aad^ sb^ and viearify at ihejruniM! pnii 
mwa]s, fta^UL tk» tlKaught, Ibal OiajF mij^ 
have tkeir petftod, vill ^MbH ba^ to U?e ihsqi^ 

a dateU««D.f k a trfrm-^tto $i^ citt tuAin,'' 

'fTiliyiMi c^ bear tQ duiik irf* me ^jas a 
«neAd«lidsbtar.'* 

♦♦Tiiirtiaaatofcims^rfiUtoath^^ 
dMd^^ and Jttliaii^ ^^ H ia ademag^ao davVl^ lb 
IhL a team ofaodAc^ biif 'attach)]^ to it i^ io^wa- 
mhh conAitmit"^ 

«< Aad ^y Jaipottiyar Jidim i''' i^^ AJiM, 
in a tfliife jfif pAftuanan ; «< laenife naU hafqa^ 
^m- yioaihp^m ^dia.nuisk frtwi ymir dim tovnta- 
MIM) ^md itofa the vail fiMi; mj fodtydi apca? 
INd wa uaa ttaal ivith j^, flgpaad autr limeluip- 
pUy^ iuid {lart iliatrily,1ieaail9a we ttaniigiaied 
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8 PKVERII. OF THK PEAK. 

no duty, and iBculned no telf-ieproach P Bring 
back that state di happy ignoranoe, and you riiaH 
have no i^aaon to call me unkind. Bnt while 
you farm schones wUch I know to be imaginary, 
and use language of gnch violence and paaaon, 
you shaU excuse ne if I now, and once for all 
declare, that since Deborah shews* herself unfit 
fcAr the trust reposed in her, and must needs ex* 
pose me to persecutions of this nature I will 
write to my father, that he may fix me another 
place of remd^ioe ; and in the meanwhile I will 
take shelter with my aunt at Kirk-Tmagh.^ 

*' Hear me, unjntyiDg girl,^ said Peveril, 
^< hear me, and you shall see how devoted I am 
to obedience, in all that I can do to oblige you. 
Tou say you were happy when we spoke not en 
such topics — ^well-^t aM expenoe of my own 
suppressed feelings, that happy period shall reu 
•turn. I will meet yoa-*-walk with youH-refld' with 
you«-but only as abrodier would with fab sister, 
-or a friend with his friend; the thou j^ts I may 
notmdi, be they of ho|)e or ofdespair, my tongue 
diaU not give birth to, and therefore I cannot 
offend; Debondi shall he ever by yoitf side, and 
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PEYSEIL OF THE PSAK. 9 

h^ presence ahaU |»efveiit my even* hinting at 
what migbt displease jnhi-— only do not fioake a 
crime to me of t&bse thoughts^ which are the 
dearest part of my eidstenice ; for beliere mje it 
were better and kinder to rpb me of existence 
itself.'' 

^^ This is the mere ecstasy of passion, Julian,* 
answered Alice BridgenoTtb; *' that wluach is 
un[deasant, our selfish and stubbcnm will neipre^ 
sents as unposeible. I have no confidence in the 
plan you pcopose — no confidence in your reso* 
lution, wetd less than none in the protection of 
Deborah. Till'yoa.can renotmce, honestly and 
explicitly, .th^ wishes you haye lately expressed, 
we must b^ strai^fers ;r-axid could you renounce 
than even on this moment, it. were better that 
we shoidd part for a feng time ; and, fpr Hea^ 
yen's sdke, let it be as sooa as possible-^perhaps 
it is eyen now too late to prevent some unplea- 
sant accident— I thought I h^ard a noise."' 

f^ It was Deborah,'' answered Julian* ^^ Be 
not afraid, Alice; we are secure against sur- 
prise." 
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10 PSTBEIX OF THX TKAK. 

<< I ioiow not,"* 8ii<l AlioQ, <« whst yofii i 
by sadi secttiity— I iMrve notUng to hid*. I 
toiighf not ikfe mterview ; on die cDntmry, mweiU 
editadlodgad I (Xmld— imd am aotr vost «hdU 
Ipotis to break it orir.^ 

'* And wherefore, Alice, flince you say ii nmtt 
be our last? Wby ttould yoa flktkt the sand 
whi<^ ift passing S6 iwt ? the Tery exaemtioiMv 
bunies not the pray^ of die wraiehetiiqiRNi the 
aeaflfi^d.'-^Aiid tiefeyou not— I niB airgneiai drihL 
ly as foil can d^riie— see you not dmt you atoe 
bfeak^ youi* b#il woid, and feealling the bidipk 
Which ybikrself heTd out to lae P^ 
' <»WbitliopehaTeIs«iggMedP Vil^tv^prd 
hare I giTen, Julian?" aitiE(#et^ Aifee. ^ Yon 
yoursdf build wild hopes in th^ ahr, and adens^ 
me of destroying whAt hdd'n^vef any earthly 
foundation. Spare younelf, iufian— spare mt 
^--and in mercy to us botfi, de^aft, add rettuM 
not again tin you can be mare reasonable.** 

^^ Seasonable P replied Julian; *^iC ili ytm, 
Afiee, who wiS ^c^Mrite me akogetker i^resiQaL 
Did you not say, that if our parents could be 

14 



Digitized 



by Google 



PRVKHlt or THK PEAK. 11 

ibtottght to ccmttnt to oar tinion, you would no 
longer oppose my suH f" 

c« Mf>^iK>-«4io/ said Alicfe ea^rly, and fclu'sh- 
iag deefAyy'^^ I did not say so, JuHan-^it was 
your owU wild hnagtnation whicb put construc- 
tion on my silence and my conftision,^ 

'* You do no^ ifnty SO) then,'* answered Julian ; 
<< and if all other obstacles were removed, I 
^ould find one in the cold ffinty bosom of her 
iriio pfffd the mont deroted and sincere affi^on, 
%\t!b ccmtenipt and disHke.*^ts that,'* he added, 
ill k deep tbbe ot feelbg, <* is that what AEce 
Bridgenorth says to Julian Peteril ?* 

^ Ifldee<i'-4ndeed, JuHan,^ said the almost 
Weepittg giii, "1 do tiot Inly so^^T say nothing, 
and I ought nol tb say any thing concerning 
what I might do, ih a state of things which can 
neret takt place. Indieed, Julian, you ought not 
thus to ptes^ bke. (Jnprotecied as I am-^wish* 
ing you weH — ^very weH-^why should you urge 
me to say or do what would lessen me in my 
own eyes ? to owti afibction for one from whom 
hife has sepanjced me fbr ever ? It is ungenerous 
— it is cruei^t is seeking a momentary Md 
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13 PEVKBIL OF THE ?EAK. 

aelfish gratification to yourself at the exp^nce of 
every feeling which I ought to entertain.^ 

" You have said enough, Alice,^ said Julian, 
with sparkling eyes ; ^^ you have said enough in 
deprecating my urgency, and I will press you 
no further. But you overrate the impediments 
which lie betwixt us— they must and shall give 
way-" 

*^ So you said before,^ answered Alice, ^^ and 
with what probability, your own account may 
shew. You dar^ not mention the subject to 
your own father-^-how should you venture to 
mention it to mine f ^ 

<^ That I will soon enable you to decide upon. 
Migor Bridgenorth, by my mother'^s account, is 
a worthy and an estimable man. I. will.remind 
him,.that to my mother^s care he owes the dear- 
est treasure and comfort of his life ; and I will 
ask him if it is a just retribution to make thaf 
mother childless. -Let me but know where to 
find him, Alice, and you shall soon hear if I have 
feared to plead my cause with him.*" 

" Alas r answered Alice, " you well know my 
uncertainty a$ to my dear father's residence. How 
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PEVERIL OF THE PEAK. 13 

ofteii has it been my earnest request to him that 
he would let me share his solitary reeidl ence, or 
his obscure Traiiderings ! But the. short and in- 
frequent visits which he makes to this house axe 
all that he permits me of his society. Something 
I might surely do, howerer little, to alleviate the 
melancholy by which he is oppressed.^ 

^* Something we might both do,^ said Pevml* 
** How wilHngly would I aid you in so pleasing 
a task ! All old griefs should be forgotten--4dl old 
fritendshVps revived. My father'^B pTc^^dioes are 
those of an Englishman—- strong, indeed, but not 
insurmountable by reason. Tell me, then, whefe 
Major Bridgenorth is, and leave the rest to ae ; 
dr let mte but know by what address yonr l^edievs 
reach him, and I will forthwith essay to disforw 
his dweHing." .;•'•' 

• "Do not attempt it j I charge yoii,^ said Aiioe; 
**^If e ik already a man of sorrows ; and what would 
he think were I capable of entertaining a suit so 
lik^to add to them ? Besides,'! could net tell 
yoii, if I would, where he js now to be found; 
My letters reach him from tiiiie to time, by i 
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14 PSVBIW* OF THE PBAS 

^myamiOmw^mi but pf bis 9^l4r^s9 { «i& 

•' Thco, by Heawn/' ao3wer^ Juli«0^ " I 
witt watidi hb anivid in this i9)4ii^d9 wd in jtbis 
liouie ; aod ^:e he bAs locked tbioe in bif ariQfi;^ 
be sbiiU answer t^iqe oo tbe autsect of lay suit.^ 

<< Then demand UMt aomer aaw^"" said a voice 
ffian wUboitf the d<9or> whioh waa at the same 
limefiteidyofi^^. « Demand Uuitaoaw^iiQw^ 
fiv bcaoe iUnda lUlph Bndgenorth.'' 

i^he Apobe^ he wt^^ the apoctmeat wkh hit 
nwal alow and aed»t» .atq>-*4wad bis flapped 
mtd 8teepl(Mn>wi»ed 1^ fcom .hia bcows» aod, 
Qtaadmginithe pidatof ribe sqan^ eyeddten^ 
Ij^ his da^gfa^ .mi J^dwi Peveiil with 41 filled 
aad .penetaaliQg .^bnee. 

<< Father T said Alice, utterly astoniAed, and 
tanrUied beindes, by his sudden appeaiance at 
sudi a eopjwwturie,— ** Father^ I am not to 
biame.'* 

«' (X Ihal anpn, ABce^'' sajd Brid|genorth ; 
«IncaIltime«etimtoyo^^aJM»*mcgaU^ have that 
toMy to this youth vrkif^y^iXi mt endu)^ yam: 
presence.'" 
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F£VKRIL OF THE FJEAK. 15 

^ ladeed^niked^ {atberi^ said Alifie, alium- 
cd rat iwhat she supposed ihtuSi words injKoitedy 
«< jAiHaa ii as litHe to he bkUBed as 1 1 It was 
dMncfV'it was fortunai vliiob eaiie^ ^mut aatfetiiig 
tc^ethar.^ Tium stsMeitiy rushitig f^rnfifd, she 
floww kar amis around her fatbar, aajf&Qgt ^^ O 
d»jiioiiiqkgiiry-*^eiaalc9iit uetiowtoog! Vm^ 
tber, you were wont^o be a man of aeaaon and 
of sdsg^iMis ptaoe.^ 

.^^ And 'wbevefora shauld I not be so now^ 
Afioe?'' sMd BndgeMcih, m«g Im dragbtet 
ifatoi diegroinid^im wfaicfa she had alteoat aiidi 
milie tfarnastness of ther suppliaation. << DooH 
diaiiflciKMr ^gbt^ )iaaidiiHj whkb •honlduiflanie 
ray anger agaiiiflt ^» yoiu^ auai, ame tburea^ 
sMfor wik^aammf bvidle ? Gof-i^ga to tby abi«a» 
ber. Compose thine own pasdemoM laenl to ridf 
theflB-^^-and^lea^eat to aae lo^eal with tUsstub. 
born jf^oungman^^ • ' r 

Jkliee aiase, and,, wilh bar agree fijted da 4fa^ 
gnaudyiraliiedabwijrfiomlbeapflrli^ Ju^ 
lian followed Ixer step^ with bis ejH till tia? 
iaat w«ve ^ h^r gaiwent wae irisibk M the 
closing door; then turned his looks to Ma« 
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16 rtOVEBILOF THE TEAK. 

j<Mr Bridgenortby and then sunk them an the 
ground. The Mi^or continued to regiud hhn in 
furofound isilenoe ; his looks were melancboly and 
eyen auist»« ; but there was nothing which indi- 
cated dther aviation or keen resentment. He 
motioned to Julian to take a seat, and assumed 
one himsdf. After whidi, he opened the ooo* 
versation in the following manner :«— 

^< You seemed but now, young gentleman, 
anxious to feam where I was to be found Such 
I at least conjectured, fiom the few expresaons 
which I chanced to oTcirhear ; for I made bold, 
though it may be contrary to the code of modem 
courtesy, to listen a momenl or two, 'm ocder to 
gather upon what subject so young a man as you 
enlertained so young a woiiaB as Alice, in a 
priYate interTieWi^ 

<^ I trust, flr,^ said Julian, rallying qniits in 
what he felt to be a case of extremity, ^< you hare 
heaid nottdng on my part wUdi has given of- 
fence to a gtetlcanan, whom, though unknown, I 
aHi bound to respect so highly.^ 
■ ■ f^ On the contrary,^ asid Bridgenorth, with the 
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PSVSftIt OF THK nXK. 17 

i Somei glmity, « I mi pleased !• (faid ttiat 
jow bwilieail m^ m appten to be» with «e, ra- 
ther than itnA my daughter* I only tiiiak joit . 
had di^w Istter tohare entiMated it tome ui the 
first instance, as my sole concern.'** 

The utflMMt i^alipiieis oi attention irfuch Ju- 
lian applied, <iioilld not disoDver if Biidgenortb 
apokefieriously or itomeally to die above purpose* 
HbMs^ hoNRar^^ quidc-ldtfied b^ond hts exfe^ 
nenxce, aild we» iaterially determiiied to endea* 
yotar to diacdver semethSng tf Ae ehaxaetrt aid 
diet^inperofhiaiitith.wfetmilieqNiktf. Fortbat 
puqioae^ f^gulalilig Ui tqpif ia the aame bme 
with ficidgviiartli'fi t)baerrafciiiNi, faeHaid, tkitnot 
Im^ixig Ike ndirantage lo lonow hit plaee of lesiv 
d^ooei he had ap^^ifed for wftwiiatioii to his 
daoi^kter. 

<* Wbo is now kbowB to you for the first time ?**' 
flftid Bddgenoidi. ^< Am I so to understand 
you?" 

'< By no means,^ answered Julian, looking 
dowfi \ << I have been known to your daughter 
for many years ; and what I wished to say, rer 
spects both her happiness and my own."" 

VOL. II. B 
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18 PEYERIL OF THE PEAK. 

' ^ I must undentand you,^ said Bridgenorth, 
^^even as carnal men understand each other on the 
matt^^ of this world. You are attained to my 
daughter by the cords of lo?e ; I have long known 
it.^ 

<< You, Master Bridgenorth .^ iexdaxmed Pe- 
veril— ** You have long ktaown it .^^ 

** Yes, young man. Think you, that as the 
father of an only child, I could have suffered 
Alice Bridgenorth— the oidy living pledge of her 
who is now an angel in heaven-— to have remain- 
ed in tlus^sedusion without the surest knowledge 
of all het material acticms ? I have, in person, 
seen more, both of her and of you, than you 
could be aw^re of; and when absent in the body, 
I had the means of miuntaining the same super* 
intendance. Young man, they say that «uch love 
as you entertmn for my daughter teaches miich 
subtlety ; but believe not that it can overreach 
the affection ^hich a widowed father bears to an 
Only child." 

*^ If,"^ said Julian, his heart beating thick anil 
joyfully, ♦^ if you have known this intercourse 
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SO long, may I not bope ihaX it has ikit mA ffAa 
fltsapprofaation ?^ 

. The Migor pauaed for an instant, and then an- 
swered, '^ In some respects, certainly liot^ Had 
it done so-^hiid there seemed aught on your side, 
or on my : daughter's, to have rendered your vi- 
sits here dlmgerous to her, or displeaapg to me^ 
«he bad not been long the. inhabitant of this 
s(ditud^ or of this isiwd* But be pot so hasty 
as to presume^ that all wUcb you may desire in 
this matUiiX can be either eaaoly or speedily so* 
oomplished.^ 

. **I ibresee, indeed^ difficulties," answered Ju- 
lian ; '* but wkb yotir kind acqui^sc^Mse, they are 
such as I trust to remove. My father is genofous 
•^my mother is candid, and liberliL They loved 
you onoe, I trust th^y will love you i^;^n. I 
will be the mediator betwixt you-— peaice apd bar* 
inooy shall once more inhabit; our neighbourhood. 



Bpdgenorth interrupted him with a gpnm 
smile; for such it seemed, as it passed over a 
face of deep melandloly. '< My daughter well 
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mM^ Imt thoit nUfe poit^ tkftt you wot a 
dreamer of dreams— on archit^et of plant aaA 
hopeafariMrticaithevisoiiaof dieiqght Itis 
agiteat^aing^yoiiaBk orBW^««llie&atidof laj 
only cii8d^i*4lie aiiiii of mj wwUly auiMtaiie^ 
tlioiii^t&atklMiCdroiBiii€Mi|ira^ Toaaik 
the tejr oir die ody fixuitaib flma i»&li I any 
yc^ bope Id dbittk tikie {deaattH AwEig^; yoNi 
iMk b- te ihe Kde aiiA aiisobt^ iceeper cf my 
tti^y higyfiiriCDdi taad whftt iM^&youoAied, or 
"Utildi BttV^ yM to ^ffieff ti^ MUrJi lof Ito nhwu-* 
der you require of me F* 

<^ i ^n iMit too MHibK^ aiitf PamO^ abibli. 
ed «t lua turn liaaty cmdIomib^ ^ lioir diffiedh 
ii iMy W.^ 

«;Ntty, buiiKIMri^Btiil»aQt^''it^i^ 
noiffi^ ^ in J fliieir ym Ae alAMliti^iiiUKtyou 
Hdi^r ifie m ^xdMmg« fbr n bM»^ wUdr, i4iai. 
ever may be its kftmirie t/ialue, ia MiiMdy dett. 
red by you, and comprehends all that linrrituMe 
• oft eaatfaWkick 1 )iave it initoy pow«r «» i«8(ow 
Yett mny kavelieard, «liat in tfaebiletaftiast ^bb 
tte imtagMiiBt of your fitt&er^i^Ittiii^ks ubpA Ma 
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«< I Iwre erer bfliidl,'* Mpfied Jttlwt ^ WnIi 
tiie ooBtcHy; aod St waa Imt Mm IhAt I iie^^ 
ed jroii that you had been Ua firiend.'* 

<<Ay. WhenhevroaiiidfictiQnaiidliBiHMv 
parity, I waa nolher imwilUng, nor alfogaihMr 
uwhle, to akcir myaelf att(A. Well, the (aUea 
aie tiim ed --4 h e tiniea mn chaagad. A pBacefid 
and niwilfendiag mim\ aaight havie eaipeoted firoaii. 
a «Mi|^bQiuT, «ow pw f W f M in hie tnm, aach 
pcotedioD wJmb imUdi^ in the paths of Ifae hur» 
as all men, subjects of the same realm, ha:ve m. 
fight ta espeet even 'firon prrfiBafc atnngairs. 
What chanoes? I pnime^ aSdi tbe usatrant a£ 
the King and lartt, a Biurdiamih faianag till her 
hand Ae Unod of aay near enfmewi, and I 
had^m anehcase^atig^ttocaUttaaifevyliii^ 
snlgadt ao mder asabtanoe to the ^ex^oiyioni; 
My kte friend^ neighheun bamdt as <a Mil 
and a miigistiiite, to gims ieedf asrislaliee to ifi 
IqgaL nelbilir-bomid, as a gnteftil Mid MigA 
fiiettd^ tp respect my rights and «iy peraoaivwi 
thmats hhnsflf betvizt mev^me, the avenger of 
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Uood'--iiiid my kwftil ciqpdv» ( beats me to the 
earthy at cmoe endangering my life, and, in mere 
bttmannyes, sallying mine honour; andunderhis 
pvotection, the Midianitish woman reaches, like 
a sea-eagle, the nest whidi she hath made in^ the 
rocks, and remains there till gold, duly admini- 
stered at court, wipes out all memory of her 
crime,' and baffles the vengeance due to the me. 
mory of the best and farayeflt of men. — ^But,^ he 
added, aipostrophifling the portrait of Chrisdan^ 
^ thou art not yet forgotten 1 The veogeiEaice^ 
which dogs thy murtheress is slow,— but it ia 
surer 

^ There was a pause of nme moments, wUcb 
Julian Peverily willing to heat to what ccndu* 
flon Major Bridgenorth was finally to arrive; 
did not care to interrupt Accordingly, in a few 
minutes the latter proceeded — *^ Theie things,^ 
he said, ^ I recal not in bitterness, so &r as 
th^ are personal to me— I recal them not in 
S[nte of heart, though they have been the means 
of banishing me from my place of residence^ 
where my f alhers dwelt, and where my earthly 
comforts lie interred. But the piddic cause 
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sets farther strife betwixt your father and tte* 
Who so active as be to execute the fatal edict 
of Uack Saint BarthcJomev^s day^ nrhen so 
manjr hundreds of gospel^ preachers were ex-« 
pelled from house and home-^-from hearth and 
altar*— from church an(i parish, to make room 
for beliy-gods and thieves ? Who, when a de- 
voted few of the Lord^s people were united ta 
lift the fallen standard, and onoe more advance 
the gobd cause, was the readiest to break their 
purpose^-^to search for, persecute, and appre-i 
hend them ? Whose breath did I feel warm cm. 
my neck-«-whose naked sword was thrust with- 
in a foot of my body, whilst I lurked darkling^ 
like a thief in concealment, in the house of my 
fathers ?-^It was Geoffrey Peveril^s — ^it was your 
father'*8 ! — Whatcan youanswerto all this, or how 
can you reconcile it with your present wishes r* 
Julian, in reply, could only remark, •* That 
these injuries had been of long standing— that 
they had been done in heat of times, and heat of 
temper, and that Master Bridgenortib, in chris^ 
tian kindness, should not entertain a keen re*, 
sentaent of them, when a door was opened for a 
reconciliation.^ 
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^^P9Bt^ yMBg mw/" aiM Bridgesovtli» << Umi 

<iur Imhoiiii moag^ i» ebriitiaii-tiice aod com- 
BieiidiJbfe ; rbMit ve bate ii(> coiBraiM 
IJhMe ^Flwsk bsi^ bom dote lo die eauee of fdjU 
gioii lUid «C Vibestf ;r w4h«Ye no ri^ W grant 
iiatoiwu^^ €>r ^ duike hands willl duMe »r)K» 
Imvb jxm^A torOi tbe blood of our hMhtwiT 
He]ooliedolthe{a<H]»eofClu3it]tu aaduM 
ailoiil ftr a few laiiMiles^ Ihb tf be feaned to give 
too yMetok way lo hm own impetnoai^ and le^ 
mned tbe ditcougie iHl a fi^ildor *9ii^ 

^ Thm ibkigs I ftaiat<oiit to yovb J^ulian, tbal 
I oiagr flKW yM h#w j|«|NE>wbl#i M» ilie ^es of 4 
merdj woridly wmls^y ^ouU be ih^ uaim wl^h 
yoa ate desuoon o£ Bui H^avmbttbal times 
opeied • ddor^ irbeie na» bah oM p aaipeans of 
i^suew Jidia% your aaothery for oiaio to wboaa tlis 
tewtb i»i^iluKma,i9»after the bdmn of tba Mlild^ 
OA^ of the beatt and oao of ibe wt$eit of w^^weni 
and Paovidenee^ whkb gai^ bar «o fidr 41 f osnii 
aod tenanted thaftlbi2ai wkk ^ mkA m jm^m 
tbc arigbial fiatfty of oar idfe natuM Witt 1^ 
aieaas aot, I trusty tkat die ifaaU oaaliaiie to&e 
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mAtofaeaVessdcfwralhwdpwiUiM. Of your 
fiither I say Botluiig^be is what the tines and 
nmxxfh ofedKEs, and the counsalaor Us lordly 
priest, have made him ; and of hfai^ onse mtM^ 
I asy aolhi^gt save that I hate povtr over htm, 
wi»ok sie BOW he in%ht liave Ml, hat that thera 
is «Hie wi^bkk his chamhers^ who ma|^ haw md^ 
Sered ift his sufferii^ Nor da I wiib to voei up 
yaHHraiMRflatfiuittljr. If I prise ael your boest 
ef brnHf boBOttia and pedigiee, I would not 
IsyfisDi^^bArey Ibeiai mesa than J would puU 
dowa a mass-^pown tower, or hew to the gnuiad 
am mtimt ask, saTe te the atia^htiog of the 
oNmada psih, wd the adYantafuig of the publie. 
I have, A»ralsia,ao]MSiilmeot sgsitistthehufaH 
Ued Hauae «f FeymS-HMty> I haw rfigKKd to it 
in«ta4efp«eaaGD.^ 

. Hek^w<inadaaaseQiidpwa^asifliw<eapeel* 
ed Julian to say 8om€ltlKeig«' Bui notwithsttaidk- 
iag the ardotir walh aAubh At^ young am had 
pressed bis suit, he was too siach trsin^ in 
ideas ef4ie iraportitaee of Us family, and in ilss 
baiter haUfcitfx^epeet for his. paeent^ ^hear^ 
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without dupleaauie, some part of BridgenorthV 
diaeoune. 

^< The hoiue of PeTeril,'' he replied^ << waff 
nerer humUed.^ 

^^ Had you ^d the sons of that house had 
never been AttmN?,'^ answered Bridgenorth, ^<you 
would have oome nearer the truth. — Are you not 
humbled ? Live you not here, the lackey of a 
haughty woman, the^play-companion of an empty 
youth ? If you leay^ this Isle, and go to the court 
of England^ see what r^ard will there be paid 
to the old pedigree that deduces your descent 
from kings and conquerors. A scurril or ob* 
acene jest, an impudent carriage, a laced doak^ 
a handful of gold, and the readiness to wager it 
on a card, or a die, will better advance you at 
the court of Charles, than your fatherV ancient 
name, and slavish devotion of blood and fortune 
to the cause of his father.^ 

^ That is^ indeed, but too probable,'' said Pe* 
veril ; <^ but the court shall be no element of 
mitie. I will live like my fathers, among my own 
people^ care for their comforts^ dedide their dif* 
ference o ^ 
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<< Build May^poles, and dance aiound them/* 
said- Bridgmorlii, with another of t)&08e grim 
anules, which passed over his features like the 
light of a sexton^s torch, as it glares and is re* 
fleeted by the window of the church, whoi he 
eomes froni locking a funeral ▼atilt. *' No^ Ju» 
lian, these are not times in which, by the dceam^ 
ing drudgery <^ a country magistrate, and the 
petty cared of a country proprietor, a man can 
serVe his unhappy country. There are mighty 
dengns afiocit, and men are called to make their 
choice betwixt Grod and Baal, The andent su« 
pendtioQ-^he abomination of our ftthen»-«4a 
raising its head, and ^ging abroad its snares, 
under the protection of the princes (^ the earth} 
but she raises not her head unmarked or uo- 
watched y the .true English hearts are as thou- 
aands, which wiiit but a signal to arise as one 
man,, and shew the kings of the earth that ihey 
have combined in vain 1 We will cast theb cords 
from us — the cup of their abominations we will 
nottaste.'' 

^^ You speak in darkness. Master Bridge. 
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iiOcth/* mid P«wA << KuM&Rf aoviudiiof me, 
jrou majy petfaap^ alflohi nwigs^ tlMl I Hi leojili 
iMnre aeea iw ttuch of diedduai(|n« of Bane, to 
dtviM tbat Ibqr ebould be fiiopiigiled at bome/^ 

<< £b«, libcvcfeM do I «peak to th«e finsnd* 
Ijr wd «> free r and Jki^genmAh. ^^ Do I not 
kaoMT^vitli whatlmdiiiMiof «iurly mt you Imfflad 
Afi Wiljr Aisteiiipte of the ipodmui^ pnoi^ ^ «e« 
dhweidieefnndMr Fhiteflftittt&ithP Dolaot 
loMiv, iiQiv tbott WMt lMBc(k whan elaraedt i^^ 
thou didflt both bold tiiiae own faith, end aeeiim 
the mtaring belief of %6iflDd? BtidliM, 
Aia waa jdone Jike the 8QB flf Miogaivt Pfiveifl ? 
Said i mt, behoiaedi. myd^biA the dead lisu 
ter^^uft ibe aedt irhieh /is aomi diall one day 
apoout and qiiioken B«ii«£aoo^, hoveYtr, of thia» 
VartQ^thbtfthyhakitalimL iwilMek 
Aae Bother the amvjatof ibatdwgMoof Eth» 
bad^mir dbeaon of faisivbo pmaned my lifie^ 
and bkaaUiid Ally hoQouia; bafc dMm fliydt be ti» 
pe, for diia d^ps, as Out diil# «f inr addict 
whom my house had been extinct^ 

86 aayiag, he sftwtdied oat hii thin, bony 
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handy and grasped that of Julian Peveril ; but 
there was such a look c^ mounung in Us weU 
oome, that whatever delight the youth antidpa« 
ted, spending so long a time in the neighbour- 
hood of Alice Bridgenorth, perhaps in her sodetj, 
or however strongly he felt the prudence of con- 
ciliating her father^s good wiD, he could not hdp 
feeling as if his heart was cfaiUfid in his Mmpany. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Thif 6af ftt fcMt 18 fiindiliip't— on Ae monow 

Let ftzife cone an the will. 

Otwat. 



Deboeah Debbitch, summoned by her mas- 
ter, now made her appearance, with her hand- 
kerchief at her eyes, and an appearance of great 
mental trouble. ** It was not my fault. Major 
Bridgenorth,^ she said ; '* how could I help it ? 
like will to like — the boy would oome^the girl 
would see him.^ 

*^ Peace, foolish woman,* siud Bridgenorth, 
'* and hear what I have got to say.* 

** I know what your honour has to say well 
enough,* said Deborah. '< Service, I wot, h 
no inheritance now-a-days-— some are wiser than 
other some — if I had not been wheedled away 
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from Martindide, I nught have had a house of 
mine own hy tlus time.^ 

<< Peace, idiot r said Bridgenorth ; bat so in- 
tent was Deborah on her vindicatioii, that he 
could but thrust the inte]jectk>n, as it were edge, 
ways, bi^ween her exclamations, which fc^wed 
as thick as is usual in cases, where folks endea- 
vour to avert deserved censure by a clamorous 
justification ere the charge be broc^ht 

<< No Wonder she was cheated,^ she said, ** out 
of inght of her owii interest, when it was to watt 
on pretty Miss Alice. All your hooourls gold 
should never have tempted me, but that I knew 
she was but a dead cast-away, poor innoe^t, if 
she were takep away from my lady or me.«^And 
so this is the end on- 1 !— np early, and down late^^ 
and this is all my thanks ! — but your honour had 
better take care what you do--she has the short 
cough yet sometimes-^^md diould take phyoc, 
spring and fall/ 

^* Peace, chattenng fodi i^ said her master ^ so 
soon as hef failing breath gave him an opportu* 
nity to strike m, ^< thinkest thou I knew not ef 
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thift yoiilig ^tfritlemidiV tiettslto th^ BfaiA-Fwt^ 
and that if they had disJikaaBd lie, 1 would dot 
httve koowii ho V to 8td|> thorn r"* 

<rl)ki I la>o# that, ydur hMMTUir knov o£ 1^ 
viiiUl'^ oDodowMi Ddboiib^ b o triiittitihotti 
toii^>«»ifo^^: Uke jBUMft of her conditiMk Alb Ji#ver 
migbt&irfh«rfi»^ hoc ^fi^nee thoa « Ui^.b>WT 

that your iMMMir kMw of k F^-^Why^faow (Apiild 
Ihav^jionnittedhii nsitsokoJ I wmidi^what 
jKWsliMour ^^mofiMTl Ifad I opt bodi aOv? 
it waf ia»e4Uiig m ^n worid tfaot yow honoiir 
mmi ^esmd^ nqulA I have pimiiiiied to Imd it 
% bond forward ?. I tr^rt I kMW loy duty b^fr- 
toKv Hoi^rif I6v^a9kedl|iioth«ryoli9g9teriatp 
. the hpu)9e^ eiivo hitftself-'^^fiar I hom j^w hoimir 
wafs^ wi6% iumI qiw^telfl cmyEiot lAflt for &m^ w4 
iovi^ bf)|;iiiift wh^re hutred eod^i wa^, td b^ mxa, 
,t]bey look «( tf lih^ywi^^lioviioiie for tho other 
---^nd then, the estates of Mouitra^ife and Har- 
tiiidofe awit oft^ otiier Uko shotitfib and kstfe.^ 

^< PasTiH of ft w^mii, IkiU yoiafi^ fingae r 8Md 
BiiMlg^sorth,: his patieiwe tdmosl coi^tejy »« 

15 
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haiisted ; ^^ or if you will prate, let it be to your 
fdfty-fellows in the kitchen, and bid them get u* 
some dinner presently, for Master-Peveril is far 
frotnhome.^ 

<^ That I will, and with aU my heart,'' aaid 
Deborah ; <^ and if there are a pw of fatter fowin 
in Man than shall clap their .wings on the table 
pn^sently, your honour shall call me goo^e ai weU 
as parrot^^ She then left the apartment: 

^^ It is to such a womanas'that,^ said Bridge^ 
ii6tth, looking after her mgnificantly*, f^ that you 
conceived me to have ahasfedoned the charge >qI 
mj only child ? But enough of this sub|eet«-<we 
will walk abroad, if you will, while she is engitt 
ged ina^|»*ovince fitter for her undenrts^ndittg.^i 

So saying, he left the bouse, accompai^ejd by 
Juhan Peveril, and they were Sdon walking sid^ 
by side, as if thiey had been old acqpiaintances. ' 

It may have happened to many of our readt 
ere, as it has dcme to ourselves, to be thrown by 
accident into society with' stmie individual wtiois^ 
dmns to what is called a^e^^iou^ chmraeter stand 
conaidaraiUy higher than OCff own, and with 

VOL. II. c 
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whoiD) therefore, we have conoeiyed oundyey 
likely to spend our time in a v&fj stiff atid coa- 
strained manner; while, on the other h«ld, our 
destined a»npanion may have apprehended some 
disgust horn the supposed levity and thoughtless 
gaiety <^a dispontion so difftfent frc»n his own. 
Now it has frequently happraed, that when we, 
with tbaturbanity and good humour which is oor 
prindpal diaiacteristie, have aooommodated our* 
sdf to our eompankm, by throwing as much se- 
nousness into our Conversation as our habits wiU 
adnnt, he, on Ifce other hand, moved by our U« 
bend esoample, bath divested his manners of a 
partoftbriransterily ; ando«rooBV€rsati<mbas« 
in eonsequenoe, been of that }4easant tsxtore, be* 
twixt the useful and agreeable, which best resem- 
Ues ^* ibe £ftiry.web of night and day,^ usudU^ 
. caUed in prose the twilight It is probable both 
parties may, on suoK qccasbns, have been the bet- 
ter for their encounter, even if it went, no fartb^ 
than to establish for the> time a community of 
feeling between me% who, sepafatod more pft^ 
haps by temper than by principle^ are loo apt to 
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charge each other with profane frivoltty oa the 
one hand, or fanaticism on the other. 

It fared thus in Feveril^s walk with Bridge- 
north^ and in the conrersation which he held with 
him. 

CareftiUy avoiding the subject on 'whUlk be 
had ahreadj spoken, Master Bridgenorth tiumed 
his conversadon chiefly on foreign travel j and oa 
the wonders be had seen in distant countrieSy and 
which he appeared to have marked with a curious 
md obaervant eye. This discourse inade the 
lime fly %ht away ; for although the anecdotes 
and observations thus communicated, were all 
tinged with th^ serious and almost gloomy sp'uit 
of the narrator, they yet cootained traits of ipte* 
rest and of wonder, such as are usually intere^tiiig 
to a youtbfol ear, and were particularly so to Ju-* 
lian, who had> in his disposition, som^ cast of 
the romantic and adventurous. 

It appeared tlmt Bridgenorth knew t;h^ KQUth 
of iPrsnee, and could t^l many stpri^a of the 
French Huguenots, who alr^dy began to fM^ 
tain those vexations wbinb a few yiwoiJ afterwards 
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were summed up by the revocaticm 6{ the Edict 
of Nantz. He had even been in Hungary, for he 
spoke as from personal knowledge of the chamc- 
ter of several of the heads of the great Protestant 
insurrection, which at this time had taken place 
under the celebrated Tekeli ; and laid down iso- 
lid reasons why they were entided to make com-^ 
mon causie with the Great Turk, rather than sub- 
ihit^to the Pope of Rome. He talked also of Savoy ^ 
where tho^ of Ae reformed rdigion still sufl^^ 
<eid*a crucA persclcution ; and he mentioned,' wiA 
a swelling spirit, the protection which Oliver had 
afforded to the oppressed Protestant churches 9 

W << therein sliewing binMirffi'''he added, " more fit 
to 'wield the supreme power, than those who, 

« clmming it by right of inheritmice, use it only for 

their own vain and voluptuous pursuits.^' < 

** I did not expect," said Peveril, modestly, 

'* to have heard Oliver's panegyric from you, 

Master Bridgenorth.'' 

' " I do not panegyrise him," answered Bridge^ 
north ; ** I speak but truth of that ^extraordinary 
man, now being dead^ whom, when alive, I fear^ 
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ed not to withstand to hb Dnee. It ia the.ftiiik 
of the present unhappy King, if lie make ua look 
back with regret to the days i^hen the nation was 
respected abroad, and when demCion and sofaii- 
ety were practised at home.*— But I mean not to 
vex your spirit by oontioversy. You have lived 
amongst those who find it more easy and moce 
pleasant to be the pensiimers of France than her 
eontroller»-«-to spend the money which she doles 
out to themseWes, than to check the tyranny wilJl 
which she oppresses our poor brethren of the re- 
ligion. When the scales Aail £ill firom thine 
eyes, all this thou shalt see ; and seeing, sbalt 
learn to detest and despise it.^ 

By this time they had completed their wall^ 
and were returned to Blaick-*Eort by a differi# 
ent path from that which had led them up the 
-valley. The exercise and the general tone of 
conversation had removed, in some degree, the 
shyness and. embarrassment whidi Peverilori^« 
nally felt in Bridgenorth^s presence, and which the 
tenor of his first remarks had rather increased 
than diminished* Deborah^s. promised banquet 
was soon on the board ; and in simplicity, as ^ 
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#gI1 as neatness and good older, answered the 
charaeter die had clahned for it In one respect 
alone, there seemed some inoonsistrascy, perhaps 
a little affectation. Most of the dishes were of 
silver,and the pistes were of the sane metal; in. 
stead of the trenchers and pewter which Peveril 
had usually seen employed on similar oocasiosis 
at Bladt-Foit. 

Prssendy, with Ae feeling of one who walks 
isk a pleaaant dveam from winch he fears to wa- 
k6n, and whose deh^t is mingied with wonder 
$md with uncertainty, Julian Feveril found hinu 
ndi seated betwisen Alice Bridgenorth and her 
father — the being he most lored on earth, and 
the person whom he had era considered as the 

^ •great obstacle to dieir intercourse. The oooIik 
sion of his mind was sudi, that he could scarce 
rejpij to the importunate civilities of Dame Debo^ 
rah ; who, seated with them at table in her qu». 
Mty of gouvernante, now dispensed the good 
dui^ whidi had be^ prepared under her own 
eye. 

Asfor iUioe, die seemed to liBTe formed m le- 

k solution to (day the mute ; for Ae answiefed not. 
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^oepdng bmAy, to the questiont of Dame Deb- 
bitch ; nay, even when her father, whieh happen- 
ed onoe or twice, attempted to bring her forward 
m the couTersation, she made no further replj 
than respect for him rendered absdatdj neoe^ 
sary. 

Upon Bridgaiorth himself, then, devohred the 
task of entertaining the company; and, caom 
trary to his ordinary habits, he did not seem to 
shrink from it. His diM^urse was not only easy, 
bat almost cheerful , though ever and anon croaa* 
ed by some expressions indicative of natural and 
habitual melancholy, or prophetie of future misu 
fortune and woe. Flashes of enthusiasm, too^ 
shot along his conversation, gleaming like the 
sheet-lightning of an autumn eve, which throws 
a strong, though momentary illumination across 
the sober twilight, and all the surrounding ob* 
jects, which, touched by it, assume a wilder and 
more striking chanu^er. In general, however, 
Bridgenorth^s remarks were plain and sennble ; 
and as he aimed at no graces of language, any or- 
nament which they received arose out of the in^ 
terest with which they were impressed on his 
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bearers* For example, whea Deborah, in the 
pride and vulgarity of her hefurt, called Juliana's 
attention to the plate from which they had been 
eating, Bridgenorth seemed to think an apology 
necessary for such superfluous expience. - 

" It was a symptom,^ he said, " of approach- 
ing danger, when men, who were hot usually 
mfluenoed by the vanities of life, employed 
much money in (»*iiaments composed of the pre. 
cipus metals. It was a sign that. the merchant 
could not obtain a profit for the capital, whidi, 
for the sake of security, he invested- in this in- 
&t form. It was a proof that the noblemen or 
gentlemen feared the rapacity of power, when 
they put their wealth into forms the most porta- 
ble and the most capable of bdng hidden ; and 
it shewed die uncertainty of ctedit, when a man 
of judgment preftnred the actual possession of a 
mass of silver to the convenience of a goldsmith^s 
or a banker^s receipt While a shadow of liberty 
remained,^^ he said, ^^ domestic rights were last 
invaded ; and, therefore, men disposed upon their 
cupboards and tables the wealth which in these 
places would remain longest, thou^ not perhaps, 
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fiofdly 9 sdcred from the grasp of a tynumkal go- 
yernmeBLt* But let there be a demand for capi- 
tal t6 support a profitable eommeiice» and the 
mbss is at once, coofligned to the fuihaoSf aond, 
ceasing to be a vain and Qumhrous oniaAie»t.of 
the hlnquet, beoomea a potent and aet^ye agent 
for furth^ing the pro9pmty of the oountry.** 

<' In war,. tpo^"". said PevaJJi^ ^^ plate has been 
Icnind a re^y resource.^ ^ 
' << But too niuoh^p,^ anawemd Bridgeoortb* 
^« In the late tunes, the plate of the noiUea and 
gentrj^ with that of the colleges and the sale of 
•the cvoiirn*jewe]s> enabled the King to make Ins 
unhappy stand, whicsh prey^ted matters retun^ 
ing to a state of peace and good order, until the 
sword had attained ad undue superiority both 
over Sang and Parliament.^ 

He looked at Julian as he spoke, much as he 
who pvoves a horse offers some object sudd^y 
to his eyes, then watches to see if he starts or 
blenches from it. But Juljan^s thoughts were 
too much bent on other topics to manifest any 
alarm. -His answer referred to ^ previous part of 
Bridgenorth^s. discourse, and, was not returned 
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till after a biief pauae. << War, then,^ he said, 
*^ irar, die grand imporerisher, la also a creator 
of the wealth wlueh it wastes and devours.* 

^ Yes,^ readied Bridgenonh, ** even as the 
sluice brings into action the sleeping waters of 
the kke, which it finally drains Necessity in« 
vents arts and discovers means ; and what neces- 
sity is sterner than that of civil war ? Therefore, 
even war is not in itself unmixed evil, bang the 
creator of impulses and energies which could 
not otharwise have existed in society.'' 

<< Men should go to war, then,* said Pev^ril, 
^< that they may send dieir silver-plate to the 
mint, and eat from pewter dishes and wooden 
pktCersP* 

" Not so, my son,* said Bridgenorth. Then 
checking himself as he observed the deep crimson 
in Julian's cheek and brow, he added, *< I crave 
your pardon for sudi familiarity ; but I meant 
not to linut what I said even now to such trifling 
consequences, dthough it may be something sa- 
lutary to tear men from their pomps and luxu- 
ries, wd teach those to be Romans who would 
othenrise be Sybarites. But I would say, that 
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times of public danger, as they call into dfcuUu 
tion the miser^B horde and the proud man^a buL 
lion, and so add to the circukting wealth of the 
country, do also call into action many a brave 
and noble spirit, which would otherwise lie torpid^ 
give no example to the living, and bequeath no 
name to future ages. Society knows not, and 
cannot know, the mental treasures which slumber 
in her bosom, till necessity and opportunity call 
forth the statesman and the soldier finom the 
shades of lowly lifs to the parts they aie dengn. 
ed by Providence to perfivm, and the atatiaos 
which nature had qualified them to hold. So 
rose Oliver-HK) rase MiltoiiF<H» rose many an* 
other name which cannot be foigottoiM.cven as 
the tempest summcms forth and disfdays the ad- 
dress of the mariner.** 

<< You speak,** said Peveril, ^ as if national 
calamity might be, in some sort, an advantage.** 

^ And if it were not so,** replied Bridgenerlh, 
*^ it had not existed in this state of trial, where 
all temporal evil is alleviated by something good 
in its progress or result, and wheve all that k 
good is dose coupled with tha| which is in itself 
evU.^ 
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.' " It muBt bea noblesigfaty^ isaid Julian, " to 
behold the sluntbeiiDg energies of a great mine} 
awakened into energy, JEUid to see it assume^ the 
authority which is its due over spirits more m^on^ 
lyaidowed.** 

' ^^ I once witnessed,^ said Bridgenorth, ^^ some- 
thing to the same effect; and as the tde is brief, 
I will, tell it you, if you will :— 
! '^ Aionongst my wanderings, the Transatlantic 
sdllem^ts have not escaped me ; more especial- 
ly the country of New England, ihto which our 
native land has shaken from her lap, as a drunk- 
ard jBings from him his treasures, so much that is 
predous in the eyes of God and of his children. 
There thousands of our best and most godly men 
"--such whose righteouBoess might come between 
the Almighty and his wrath, and prevent the 
ruin of cities— «re content to be the inhabitants of 
the desert, rather aicounteiing the unenlighten- 
ed savages, than stooping to extinguish, under 
the oppression practisedin Britwi, the light that 
is within their own minds. There I remained for 
a time, during the wars which the colony main- 
tained with Philip, a great Indian Chief, or Sar 
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cbem, as they were called, who seemed a messen- 
ger sent from Satan to buffet them. His cruelty 
was great^^his dissimulation profound ; and the 
skill and promptitude with which be roilintained 
a destructive and desultory warfare, inflicted 
many dreadful calamities on the settlement. I 
was, by chance, at a small village inthe woodsy 
more than thirty miles from Boirton, and in- its 
situation exceedingly lonely, and surrounded wkh 
thickets. Nevertheless, there was no idea of any^ 
danger from the Indians at that time, for men 
trusted to the protection of a conaderahle body ef 
troops who had taken the field for protection of 
the frontiers, and <who lay, or were supposed to 
lie, betwikt the hamlet and the enemy V country. 
But they bad to do with a foe, whom the devil 
l^imself had inspired at once mth cunning and 
cruelty. It was on a Sabbath morning, when we 
had assembled to tak« sweet counsd tog^her in 
the Lord-s house. Our temple was but construct- 
ed of wooden logs ; btit when shall Ae chaunt of 
trained hirelings, or the sounding of tin and brass 
tubes amid the ai^es of a minster, arise so liweet^ 
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ly to heaven, as did the psalm in which we uni- 
ted at once our hearts and our voicea I An excel- 
lent worthy, who now sleeps in the Lord, Nehew 
miah Solsgrace, long the companion of my pil- , 
grimage, had just begun to wrestle in prayer, 
when a woman, wkh disordered looks and dii&e- 
yelled hair, entered our chapel in a distracted 
manner, screaming incessantly, * The Indians t 
The Indians !^--«-In that land no man dares sepa- 
iftte himself frcon his defences ; and whether in 
the city or in the field, in the ploughed land or 
the forest, men keep beside them their weapons* 
as did the Jews at the rebuilding of the Temple* 
So we saUied forth with our guns and pikes, and 
heard the whoop of these incarnate devils, aU 
ready in possesion of a part of the town, and ex- 
ei:cising th^r cruelty on the few whom weighty 
causes or indisposition had withheld from public 
worship ; and it was remarked as a judgment, 
that) upon that bloody Sabbath, Adrian Hanson^ 
a Dutchman, a man well enough towards man, 
but whose mind was altogether givm to world*- 
ly gwi) was shot and scalped as be was sum- 
ming his weakly gains in his warehouse. In fine. 
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there was much daau^ dfyne, and although 
our arrival and entrance into combat did in some 
sort put than beck^ yet being surprised and con^ 
fused, and having no af^inted leader of our 
band, the devilish enemy shot hard at us^ and 
had some advantage. It was jntiful to hear the 
screams of women and children amid thafeport 
of guns and the whistling of buUets, mixed with 
the ferocious yells of these savages, which they 
tarm their war-wboop. Several houses in the 
upper psyrt of the viUage were soon on fire ; and 
the roaring of the flames» and crackling of the 
great beams as they blai^ed, added to tb« bor* 
ribJe oonfusiou ; while the smoke wI^m^ the wind 
drove against us gave further advantage to the 
eneoyy, who fought, as it were, invisible^ and u&> 
der oover^ wh^st we fell f«H; by their unerring 
fire. In this staite of oonfusion, and while we 
were about to adqpt the desperate project of 
evaeuating the village, and, placing the women 
and children in the centre^ of attemplang a re- 
treat to the nearest settlement, it pleased Heaven 
to send us unexpected asmstance. A tall man, of 
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a levermd appearaiice, whom no one of us had 
ever Miea before, suddenly was in the mid&t of 
U8, as we hastily agitated the resolution of retreau 
ii^. IBs garments were of the skin of the dk, 
and he wore sword, and carried gun ; I never 
saw any thing more august tlian bis featuves^ 
dfeniiadowBd by locks of grey hair, whidi 
miBgled with a long beard of the same colour. 
^ Men and brethren,^ be scud, in avoi^ like that 
wliicib turns back the flight, ^ why sink your 
hearts ? and why are you thus disquieted;? Fear 
ye that *^ God we serve wfll give you up to yon- 
der heathen dogs P Follow me, and you shall see 
this day that there is a captain in Israd V He 
uttered afew brief but distinct cmlers, in the tone 
of- one who was aceustomed to command ; and 
such was the influence of his appearance, his 
mien, his language, and his presence of nund, 
that he was implictdy obeyed by men who had 
•never seen him until that moment We were 
-hastily. dirided, at his orders into two bodies; 
one of whidi mdntainrd the defence of the vit- 
lage. with 'more courage than ever^ convinced 

4 
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that the Unknown was sent by God to our re- 
scue. At his command they assumed the best and 
most sheltered positionsfor exchangingtheirdead- 
ly fire with the Indians ; while, under cover of 
the smoke, the stranger sallied from the town, at 
the head of the other division of the New-Eng. 
land men, and, fetching a circuit, attacked the 
Red Warriors in the rear. The surprise, as is 
usual amongst savages, had complete effect; for 
they doubted not that they were assailed in their 
turn, and placed betwixt two hostile parties by the 
return of a detachment from the provincial anny. 
The heathens Bed in confusion, abandoning the 
half-won village, and leaving behind them such 
a number of their warriors, that the tribe hath 
never recovered their loss. Never shall I forget 
the figure of our venerable leader, when our men, 
and not they only, but the women and children of 
the village, rescued from the tomahawk and scalp- 
ing-knife, stood crowded around him, yet scarce 
venturmg to approach his person, and more mind- 
ed, perhaps, to worship him as a descended an- 
gel, than to thank him as a fellow-mortal. < Not 

VOL. II. D 
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' unto n}e be the glory ,^ he said ; ^ I ^im but an 
implement, frail as yourselves, in the hand pf 
Him vho Ls strong to deliver. Bring me a ci^p 
of water, that I may ^ay my parched throat, ere 
I assay the task pf peering th^)(s where they 9fe 
most du^' I was newest to him as Jie spoke, 
and I gave into )iis hand the water he request^dp 
At that Of (unent we exchanged glances, and it 
sieeme4 to me t^at I recognized a noble friend 
whpm I ha4 IcMig ^qe fjeemejd 'm glojry ; but b? 
fpye c^ no time to sp^k, ^^ speech beefii pru- 
dent. Sinking on hji£f kp^es, j^pd signipg u^ to 
ob^y him^ he poured fortb a strong apd energetic 
t)i^piksgivmg for the turjoing back pf the battle, 
wbich, pronounced with ^ voice loud and ckar.ai^ 
a war-trumpet, thrilled through the joints and 
marrow of th<e hearers. I haye beard many an act* 
of {ievotipn in my life, ha^ Heaven vQuchsafed 
me graf^ to profit by th^n ; but such a prayer as 
this,. uttered f^mid the lie^d and the dying, with 
a rich tone of mingled triumph and a^loration^ 
was beyond tbem aU«rrit was like the song of t;be 
inspired prc^hetess who dwelt beneath the palm- 
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tree betweeri Ramali mtd Bethd. He was siletil:; 
and for a brief spao^ we remained with our faces 
bent to the earth-— «o man daring to lift his head. 
At length we looked up, but our deliverer was 
no longer amongst us ; nor was he ever again seen 
In the land which be had rescued.^ 

Here Bridgenorth, who had told this singular 
stoi7 with an doqucobe and viracity of detail 
very contrary to the usual dryness of his con- 
versation, paused for an instant, and then re- 
gumed :-— *^ Thou seest, young man, that men of 
valour and of discretion are called forth' to 
command in circumstances of national exigence, 
though tbetr very^ existence is unknown in the 
land which they are predestined to deHver.*^ 

^^ But what thought the people of the myste«- 
rious stranger ?^' said Julian, who had listened 
with eagerness, for the story was of a kind in* 
teresting to the youthful and the brave. 

*' Many things," answered Bridgenorth, *' and^ 
as usual, little to the purpose. The prevailing 
opinion was, notwithstanding his own disclama- 
tion, that the stranger was really a supernatural 
bemg; Qthers believed him an inspired cham- 
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pion, transported in the body from some distant 
climate, to shew us the way ^ to safety ; others, 
again, concluded that he was a recluse, who, ei- 
ther from motives of piety, or other cogent rea- 
sons, had become a dweller in the wilderness, 
and shunned the face of man.^ 

<< And, if I may presume to ask,^ said Julian, 
'< to which of these opinions were you disposed 
to adhere ?^ 

^' The last suited best with the transient though 
close view with which I had perused the stran* 
ger^s features,^ replied Bridgenorth ; ^^ for al- 
though I dispute not that it may please Heaven, 
on high occasions, even to raise one from the 
dead in defence of his country, yet I doubted 
not then, as I doubt n6t now, that I looked on 
the living form of one, who had indeed powerful 
reasons to conceal him in the cleft of the rock.^ 

^^ Are these reasons a secret P^ asked Julian 
Peveril. 

'* Not properly a secret,** replied Bridgenorth ; 
^^ for I fear not thy betraying what I might tell 
thee in private discourse ; and besides, wert thou 
so base, the prey lies too distant for any hunters 
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to whom thou couldst point out its traces. But 
the name of this worthy wiU sound harsh in thy 
ear, on account of one action of his life^— being 
his accession to a great measure, which made die 
extreme isles of the earth to tremble. Have you 
ne^er heard of Bichard Whalley P"^ 

<< Of the regicide Y^ exclaimed Peveril, start- 
ing. 

^< Call his act what thou wilt,^' said Bridge- 
north ; ^^ he was not less the rescuer of that de- 
voted village, that, with other leading spirits of 
the age, he sat in the judgment seat when 
Charles Stuart was arraigned at the bar, and 
subscribed the sentence that went forth upon 
him.'' 

^^ I have ever heard,^ said Julian, in an al- 
tered voice, and colouring deeply, ^^ that you, 
Master Bridgenorth, with other Presbyterians, 
were totally averse to that detestable crime, and 
were ready to have made joint cause with die 
Cavaliers in preventing so horrible a parricide."^ 

" If it were so,** replied Bridgenorth, *^ we 
have bete richly rewarded by his predecessor.'^ 

10 
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* ^ Rewarded F exdakaed Jialian; <*Doeil the 
disdnctmi of good dUd cmly and our obligation 
to do the one and forbear the other, depend on 
the rewaird which may attach to our actions ?*" 

<^ God forbid,'' anairered Bridgenoilth ; « yet. 
those who vieit tlie havoc whieh &is House of 
Stiiart haire made m the Church and State— - 
the tyranny which jthey exercise over men's per- 
sons and ocmsciences-— may WeLl doubt whether 
it be liEKwfiiil to use weapons ia their defence. 
Yet you hear me not pniise, or ev^ vindicate 
the death of the King, though sofav deserved, 
as he was fiedse to his oath as a Prince and' ma- 
gistrate. I only tell you what you desired, to 
know, that Richard Whalley, one of the late 
Song's judges,, was he of whom I have just been 
speaking. .1 knew hi^loftyibnow, though UmehadL 
made it bald^ ai^ hi^ier i his grey eye re- 
tained all its! lustre.; and though' the grizzled 
beard oovenad the lower pant ofbis face,it prevent- 
ed .me not from. rqcogiiiKing him. The scent was* 
hot after him for hi^ blood ; but by the assist- 
ance of those friends whom Heaven had liaised 
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fiiil^, and enierged only to do the witt of Provi- 
dehce, in the matter of fhiat battle. Perhaps his 
voice maij be heard in th^ field once mote, should 
England need oi^e of her noblest hearts.^ 

*^ Now God forbid T sad jnlian. 

** Amen,'* returned Aridgenorth^ ** May (iod 
avert' civil war, and psurdon those whose madness 
would bring it on iis." 

T&ere'wais a long paus^, during which Julian, 
who' had scarce lifted his iyes towards Alice; 
^le a glance in that direction, and wals struck' 
by tfi6 deep cia^t of ihelanchbiy whibh hiid stolen 
oVer features, to '^hich' a chieerful, if not a gay 
expression, was most natural. So soon as she 
caught his? eye, shb remarked, aiid, as Julian 
thought, with signifibanCe, that thl^ shisidows were 
lengthening, and evening coming oh. 

He heard; arid although satisfied that she 
hinted at his dfeparture, he could not, upon the 
itistantj find I'esolution to break the ^11 which 
dotalned^him. THi^' language which' Bridgenorth' 
lifeld was riot' only i^W and alkrmibg, liut s6 con- 
ti'ary to the' maxihiS in which' Ae was brought 
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up, that, as a son of Sir Geoffrey Peveril of the 
Peak, he WQitU^ in another case,' have thought 
himself called upon to dispute its conclusions, even 
at the sword^s point But Bridgenorth^s opinions 
were delivered with so much calmness— seemed so 
much the result of conviction— that they excited 
in Julian rather a spirit of wonder, than of angry 
controversy. There was a character of sober deci- 
sion, and sedate melancholy, in all that he said ; 
which, even had he not been the father of Alice, 
(and perhaps Julian was not himself aware how 
much he was influenced by that circumstance,) 
would haye rendered it difficult to take personal 
offence. His language and sentiments were of 
that quiet, yet decided kind, upon which it is dif- 
ficult either to fix controversy, or quarrel, al<^ 
though it be impossible to acquiesce in the con* 
elusions to which they lead. 

While Julian remained, as if spell-bound to 
his chair, scarce more surprised at the company 
in which he found himself, than at the opinions 
to which he was listening, another circumstance 
reminded him that the proper time of his stay at 
Black-Fort had been expended, Little Fairy 
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the Manx poney, which, well accustomed to the 
Ticinity of Biack-Fort, used to feed near the 
house while his master made his visits there, be- 
gan to find his pr€lsent stay rather too long. She 
had heen the gift of the Countess to Julian^ 
whilst a youth, and came of a h^h-spirited moun- 
tain breed, remarkable alike for hardiness, for 
longevity, and for a degree of sagacity approach- 
ing to that of the dog. Fairy shewed the latter 
quality, by the way in which she chose to ex- 
press her impatience to be moving homewards* 
At least such seemed the purpose of the shrill 
neigh with which she startled the female inmates 
o{ the parlour, who, the moment afterwards, 
could not forbear smiling to see the nose of the 
poney advanced through the opened casement 

^^ Fairy reminds me,^ said Julian, looking to 
Alice, and rising, << that the term of my stay 
here is exhausted.*" 

" Speak with me yet one moment,^ said 
Bridgenorth, withdrawing him into a Gothic re^ 
cess of the old-fashioned apartment, and speak* 
mg so low that he could not be overheard by 
Alice and her gouvemante, who, in the mean- 
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e, caressed, and fed with fragments of bread, 
the intntder Fairy. ^ 

^ Yott have not, after all,'* Bs&d Bridg^nortii, 
*^told me the cause of your coming hither.'* He 
sCdpped, as if to^ enjoy his embarrassnftent^ ai^ 
then added, *< And indeed it were most unneces- 
sary that you should' do to. I haVe not so fa^ 
forgotten the days of my youth, or those afi^c- 
ftons wtiich bind poor frail humanity but too 
much to the things of this world. Will you find 
Bo words to ask of me the great boon which you 
seek, atid which, peradventure, you would not 
have hesitated to make your own, without my 
knowledge, and agsdnst my consent ? — =Nay, ne- 
ver vindicate thyself, but mark me farther. The 
patriarch bought his beloVied by fourteen years' 
bard service to her fkther Labau, and they seem- 
ed to him but' as a few days. But he diat would 
wed my daughter, must serve, in comparison, 
but a. few days; though in matters of such 
m^ty iiilport, that they^all' seem as the ser- 
vice of mtoy years.— Reply not to me ilow, but 
go, and^peatse b& with you.^ 

Ke retired so quickly, after sij^tf kibg', that Pe- 
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Teril had literally .Boi an instant to reply. He 
cart Ilia eyes around the apartmenl;, but Deborah 
and her diarge had also disappeared. His gaze 
rested for a moment on the portrait of Christian, 
and his imagination suggested, that his dark 
features were illuminated by a smil« of haughty 
triiimpb. He started, and looked more atten- 
tirely-^-it was but the effect of the evening beam, 
which touched the picture at die instant The 
effect was gone, and there remained but the fix- 
ed, grave, inflexible features of the republican 
soldier. 

Julian left the apartment as one who walks in 
a dream ; he mounted Fairy, and, agitated by a 
variety of thoughts, which he was unable to re- 
duce to order, he returned to Castle-Rushin be- ' 
fore the night sat iown. 

Here he found all in movement. The Count- 
ess, with her son, had, upon some news received, 
or resolution formed, during his absence, remo- 
ved, with a principal part of their family, to the 
yet stronger Castle of Holm-Peel, about eight 
miles dist£lnce across the island ; and which had 
been suffered to fall into a much more dilapida- 
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ted condition than that of Castletown ; so far as 
it could be conndered as a place of residence. 
But as a fortress, Holm-Peel was stronger than 
Castle-town ; nay, unless assailed regularly, was 
ahnost impregnable ; and was always held by a 
garrison belonging to the Lords of Man. Here 
Peveril arnved at night-fall. He was told in the 
fishing village, that the night-bell of the Castle 
had been rung earlier than usual, and the watch 
set with circumstances of unusual and jealous 
precaution. 

Resolving, therefore, not to disturb the. garri- 
son by entering at that late hour, he obtained an 
indiflPerent lodging in the town for the n^t, and 
determined to go to the Castle early on the suc- 
ceeding morning. He was not scarry thus to gain 
a few hours of solitude, to think over the a^ta- 
ting events of the preceding day. 
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CHAPTER III. 



What aeem'd it's head. 

The likeneBB of a kingly crown had on. 

Pdradue Lort, 



SoBOB, or Holm-Peel, so is named the castle 
to which our Julian directed his course early on 
the preceding morning, is one of those singular 
monuments of antiquity with which this singular 
and interesting islandi abounds. It occupies the 
whole of a high rocky peninsula, or rather an 
island, for it is surrounded by the sea at high wa- 
ter, and scarcely accessible even when the tide is 
out, although a stone causeway, of great solidity, 
erected for the express purpose, connects the 
island with the main-land. The whole space is 
surroimded by double walls of great strength and 
thickness; and the access to the interior, at the 
time which we treat of, was only by two flights 
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of Steep and narrow steps, divided from each 
other by a strong tower and guard-house ; under 
the former of which, there is an entrance arch. 
The open space within the walls extends to two 
acres, and contains many objects worthy of anti- 
quarian curiosity. There were, besides the castle 
itself, two cathedral churches, dedicated, the ear- 
lier to Saint Patrick, the later to Saint Ger- 
main ; besides two smaller churches ; all of which 
had become, even in that day, more or less ruin- 
ous, Thdr decayed walls, exhibiting the rude 
and massive architecture of the most remote pe* 
riod, were composed of a ragged grey stone^ 
which formed a singular contrast with the bright 
red freestone of which the window-cases, cornec 
stones, arches, and othe^ ornamental parts of the 
building were composed. 

Besides these four ruinous churches, the space 
of ground inclosed by the massive exterior walls of 
Holm-Feel exhibited many other vestiges of the 
olden time. There was a square mound of earth, 
facing, with its angles to the points of the com- 
pass, one of those motes, as they were ^called, on 
which, in ancient times, the northern tribes elect* 
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ed or reoogmzed their chiefs, and held their so- 
lemn popular assesiblies, or comUia. Th^e was 
^6o one of those singular tawerf , so oomipon iu 
Ireland as to have proved the fayourite thence of 
her andqMaries ; but of which the real use and 
weaning seems yet to be hidden in the niis( of 
ages. This of Hoha-Peel bad been converted U> 
ijie purpose of a watch-tower. Tliere wierp, be« 
sides, Bainic monuments, of wl^^h.the legends 
could noit be decyphered ; and later inscriptions 
to the n^emory of champions, of whoqn tb^ names 
only weiie preserved from oblivion. 3Qt tradi^ 
tion and superstitious eld, still most biisy where 
real history is silent, had filled up the Jong blank 
of accurate information wi|tb tales of Sea-kipgs 
and Pirates, Hebridean Chiefs and Norwegian 
Resolutes, who had formerly warred against, and 
in defence of, this famous castle. Superstition, 
too, had her tales of fairies, ghosts, and spectres 
—her legends of saints aijd demons, of fairies and 
of familiar spirits, whiph in no comer of the Bri- 
tish empire are told and received with more abso* 
lute credulity than in the Isle of Man. 

17 
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Amidst all these ruins of an older time arose 
the T]!astle itself, — ^now ruinous — ^but in Charles 
II.^s reign well garrisoned, and, in a military 
point of view, kept in complete order. It was a 
venerable and very ancient building, containing 
several apartments of sufficient size and height to 
be termed noble. But in the surrender of the 
island by Christian, the furniture had been, in a 
great measure, plundered or destroyed by the re- 
publican soldiers ; so that, as we have before hint- 
ed, its present state was ill adapted for the resi- 
demse of the noble proprietor. Yet it had been 
often the abode, not only of the Lords of Man, 
but of those state prisoners whom the Kings of 
Britain sometimes committed to their charge. 

in this Castle of Holm-Peel the great king- 
maker, Richard, Earl of Warwick, was confined, 
during one period of his eventful life, to rumi- 
nate at leisure on his farther schemes of ambition'. 
And here, too, Eleanor, the haughty wife of the 
good Duke of Gloucester, pined out in seclusion 
the last days of her banishment. The sentinels 
pretended that her discontented spectre was often 
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vuible at night, traversg)g the battlements of thtt 
extort walls, or standing motionless beside a 
jterticular sohtaiy tuiret of one <^ the watch- 
towers with which they are flanked ; but dissol* 
Ting into air at cock-ofMr, or when the bell toll* 
ed from the yet remaining tower of Saint Ger« 
main^s diurch» 

Such was Holm-Ped, as records inform us, till 
towards the end of the seventeenth century. 

It was in one of the lofty but almost unfumish« 
ed apartments of this andent castle that Julian 
Feveril found his friend the Earl of Derby, who 
had that moment sate down Xo a breakfast com* 
posed of various sorts of fish. '^ Welcome, most 
imperial Julian,^ he said ; ^^ welcome to bur royal 
fortress ; in which, as yet, we are not like to be 
starved with hung^, though well nigh dead for 
cold.* 

Julian answered by inquiring the meaning of 
this sudden movement. 

** Upon my word,'' replied the Earl, *^ you 
know nearly as much of it as I do. My motbei^ 
has told me nothing about it ; supponng, I h^ 
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lieve, that I will at leogji^ be tempted to inqum t 
but' die will find hern^imuch jni^taken. I sball 
giye ber dreJobt for full wisdom in her proceed*- 
i]^^ rather idian^ put her to the trouble to let^ 
der a reasdn, though no woman can render one 
betteri"" 

'^ Come, oome ; this is affectatton, iny good 
friend^^ said Julian* ^' You should inquire into 
these matters a littk more curiously.^ 

<< To ^rtiat purpose ?^ said the Earl. <' To 
hear did stories about the Tynwald laws, and the 
eonlending rights of the lords and theckrgy, and 
all the rest of that Celtic barbarism, which, like 
Burgesse^s thorough-paced doctrine, enters at 906 
ear, paces through, and goes out at the other ?^ 

^< Come, my lord,^ said Julian, ^ you are not 
so indifferent as you would represent yourself^^ 
you are dying of curiosity to know what, this 
huiry is about ; only you think it the courtly hu- 
mour to appear careless about your own affairs.^ 

'< Why, what should it be about,^ saidihe young 
Earl, '< unless some factious dispute betw:ejea our 
Majesty^s minister, Governor Nowel, and our vas- 
sals ? or perhaps some dispute betwixt our Ma- 
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jesty and the ecclesiastical jurisdicuoiis ? for all 
wiiich, our Majesty diures as Htde tn any king in 
Christendom." 

** I rather suppose there is intelligence from 
Engknd," said Julian. <' I heard last night in 
Peel-town, that Greenbaigh is come over with un- 
pleasant news." 

*^ He brought me nothing that was pleasant, I 
wot well,^ said the Earl. ** I expected some- 
thing from St Evremond or Hamilton-— some 
new plays by Dryden or Lee ; and some wag- 
gerjpr lampoons from the Rose Coffee-house; 
and the fellow has brought ta^ nothing but a 
parcel of tracts about Protestants and Papists, 
and a folio play-book, one of the conceptions, 
as she calls them, of that old mad-woman the 
Duchess of Newcastlci" 

" Hush^ my k>rd> fdr Heaven^s sake," said 
Feveril; ^< here comes the Countess^ and you 
know she takes fire at the least slight to her an- 
cient friend." 

** Let her read her ancient friend's works her- 
self then," said the Earl, ^^ and think her as wise 
as she can ; but I would not give one of Waller's 
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songS) or Demnan's satires, for a whole oart-load 
of her Grace'^s trasb.— Bu# here comes our mo- 
ther, with care on her brow." 
• The Countess of Derby altered the apartment 
aeoordioglj, holding in her hand a number of 
papers. Her dress was a mounung habit, with 
a deep train of black velvet, which was borne by 
a little favourite attendant, a deaf and dumb 
girl, whom, in compassion to her misfortune, 
the Countess had educated about her person fcnr 
some years. Upon this unfortunate, with the 
touch of romance which marked many of her pro-i 
oeedings. Lady Derby had conferred the name 
of FenelljE^ after some andoat princess of the 
island. The Countess ho-self was not much chan. 
ged since we last presented her to our readers* 
Age had rendered her step more slow, but not less 
majestic ; and while it traced some wrinkles on 
her brow, had £Eule4 to quench the sedate fire of 
her dark eye. The young men rose to receive 
her with the formal reverence which they knew 
she loved, and w^re greeted by her with equal 
kindness. 

*' Cousin Peveril," she said, (lor so she alwlays 
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called Julian, in respect of his mother being a 
kinswoman of her husband,) *' you were ill abroad 
last night, when we mueh needed your counsel.'^ 

Julian answered witfai a blush which he could 
not prevent, ^^ That he had followed his sport 
among the mountains too far— 4iad returned late 
-^and finding her ladyship^was removed from 
Castletown, h^d instantly followed the tsLwHj 
hither ; but as the night-bell was rung, and the 
watch set, he had deemed it more respectful. ti> 
lodge for the night in the town.*** 

*^ It is well,^ said the Countess ; ''and. to do 
you justice, Julian, you are seldoln a truant neb. 
glecter of appointed hours, though, like the rest 
of the youth of this age, you sometimes sufPer 
your sports to consume too much of time that 
should be spent otherwise. But for your friend 
Philip, he is an avowed contemner of good order, 
and seems to find pleasure in wasting time, even 
when he- does not enjoy it,* . 

^^ I have been- ^joying my time just now at 
least,'' said the Earl, rising from table, and pick, 
ing his teeth carelessly. '' These fresh mullets 
are delicious, and so is the Lachrymse Christi. 
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I pray you to at down to bpeakfast, Jullui, and 
partake the goods niy royalforesight has provided. 
Never was King of Man nearer being left to the 
mercy of the execrable brandy of his deminions. 
Old Griffiths would never, in the midat of our 
speedy retreat of last night, have had sense 
enough to secure a few flanks, had I not given 
^im a hint on that important subject But pne^ 
senoe of mind annd daitiger and tumul(» is a jewel 
I have always possessed.^ 

** I wish, then, Philip, you would exert it to 
better purpose,^ said the Countess^ half sniKng, 
half disfdeased ; for she doated upon her son with 
all a mother^s fondness, even when she was most 
angry with him for being deficient in the pecu* 
liar and chivalrous disposition which, had distin" 
guished his father, and which was so analogous 
to her own romantic and higfa-rminded dbaracter. 
^ Leitd me your «gnet,^ she added with a sigh.; 
<* for it were, I fear, vain to ask you to read over 
these diqiaitches fnnn England, and exe^te the 
warrants which I have thought necessury to, pre« 
pare in conaequenc?.'" 
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*< My ngnet you tball cx>iiiniaiid with idl my 
heart, madam,^ said Earl Philip ; *< but spate me 
the revision of what you are much more, capable 
to decide upon. I am, you know, a most oom- 
ftete Roijbinecmtj and never onoe interfered with 
my JU'aJTi^ifejMiZem in her proceedings.^ . . 

The Countess made signs to her little tcaiiw 
bearer, who immediatdiy went to seek wax (md a 
light, with which she presently retuamed. 

In the meanwhile, the Couniess continued, ad- 
dressing Peveril. << Philip does himself lesa tlian 
justice. When you wereabsent, Julian, (forify<eiu 
had been hae I would have given you the credit 
of prompting your fiiiEnid,) he had a sprited ooo- 
troversy with the Biihop^ for an attempt to ear 
f<»ree spiritual censureaagainst a poor wretch, bgr 
confining her in the vault under the ohapel.^ 

*< Do not think better of me than I. deserve,;' 
said the Earl to Peveril ; <^ my mother has omit- 
ted to tell you the culprit was pvetty Pi^ggy of 
llamsay, and her crime what in Oupid's CQ<irt$ 
would have been called a peccadillo.!*' 

^^ So not you make ycnir^lf woi:se tbM you 
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aie^^ replied Pevcffil^ who obienred the GotmteBs^s 
dieek ^edden,-*-^^ jou know you would hmve done 
as much for the oldest and poorest cripple ia the 
istand. Why, the vault is under the burial ground 
of the chapel, and^ for aught I know^ under the 
ocean itself^ such a roaiing do the waves make 
in its vicinit|r. I think no oo» could remain there 
loi^, and ret«n his reason*^ 

^< It IS an infernal hde^^ answeced the Bsrl, 
^< and I will have it built up one day — that is 
fttfl oertaih.<-^But hold-^^hold— fcnr God's sak^ 
lBfidam«^whai are you going to do ?^— Look at 
the seal bef(nre yon put it to the warrantp— you 
wiU see it is a choice antique, cameo Cupid, ^ 
^ng on a flying isk-^ had.it for twenty 
tecchins, from Sigoiai Fuiabosco at Bonio. a 
most curious matter for an antiquary, but wfaidi 
wiU add little faith to a Manx warrant"" 

^^ How can you trifle thus, you simple boy ?"" 
said the •Countess, with vexation in her tone and 
look. ^^ Let me have your lag^kt^ or nither, 
take these warrants^ a|id sign themyoursell-"' 

^ My signet^-my fi^et-*-Ob ! you mean tiiat 
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with the thiee ipoi^trous legs^ which I suppose 
was devised «8 the most preposterous device, to 
xqpcesent our most ahsurd Majesty of Man. — 
The signel-~I have not seen it since I gave it 
to Gibbon, my monkey, to play with. — ^He did 
whine for it most piteously — I hope he has not 
gemmed the gre&x breast of ocean with my sym- 
bol of Bovereignty.^ 

^ Now, by Heaven,^ said the Countess, trem«- 
bhng^ and cdmiring deeply with anger, '* ijt was 
your fa^her'^ft signet i the last pl^ge whkh he 
fent, with his love to me, and bis hlessing 
to thee, the night before they murdered bha at 
Bolton r 

<< Mqtiber, dearest mother,"" said Uie JBacl# 
startled out of bis apathy, and taking her hand, 
which he kissed tenderly, " I did but jest— tht 
signet is sbfer-Peiiwl. knows that it is so. — Go 
fetch it, JufiaB, for Heaven^s sake — ^here ar€i my 
keiys^— it is in the Jeft hfoid drawer of my txavd^ 
ling cabinet.— Nay, mother, forgive me-r-it was 
but a mmmim pk^anierie ; only an ill ima-» 
gined jest, ungracious,. And in bad taste, I al. 
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low— «but only one of Philip*6 foUies. Look at 
me, dearest mother, and forgiTe me.^ 

The Countess turned her eyes towards him, 
Ihim wlndi the tears were fast fallkig. 

«< Philip,*" «he said, «< you try ipe too unkmd- 
ly, and too s^erely. If timen are changed, as I 
have heard you allege— if the dignity of rank, 
and the hi^ feelings of honour a|id duty, are 
now drowned in giddy jests and trifling pur- 
suits^ let me at least, who live secluded from all 
olliers, die irithout perodying the diaiige wUch 
has happened, and, aboye all, without peroaving 
it in mine own son. Let me not learn the gene- 
ral prevalence of this levity, which laughs at 
every sense of dignity or duty, through your 
persDDid disrespect— Let me not think that when 



^^ Speak nothing of it, mother,^ said the Earl, 
interrapting her affectionately. *^ It is troe, I 
cannot pioraise to be all iny father and his fa- 
thers were ;-for we wear silk vests for their steel 
coats, and feathered beavers for their crested 
helmets. But believe me, though to be an abso* 
]ute Falmerin of England is not in my nature, no 
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won eveff loured a mother move dearly, or would 
do more to oblige faer. And that you may own 
tfai% I will forthwith not only seal the warrants 
to the great endangerment of my precious fin- 
gers, but also read the same from end to end, as 
well aa the dispatches thereunto appertaining.*^ 

A mother is eaaly appeased, even when most 
oiended ; and it was with an expanding heart 
Ufaat.the Countess saw her son^s very handsome 
icatnses, wIhIo reading these papers, settle into 
an expiesmn of deep seriousness, such as they 
seldom wore. It seemed to her as if the ftmii« 
]y likeness to his gallant but unfortunate father 
increased, when the expression of their counte* 
nances became similar in gravity. The Earl had 
no sooner perused the dispatches, which he did 
with great attention, than be rose and said, ^^ Ju- 
Jiao^ come with me.^ ' 

The Countess looked surprised. ** I was wont 
to share your Other's counsels, my son,** she 
said ; << but do not think that I wish to intrude 
myself upon yours. I am too well pleased to see 
you assqme the power and the duty of thinking 
1^ 
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for yourself, which is what I have so> long urged 
you to do. Nevertheless^ my e:qpmenoe, who 
have beea so long adniimstrator of your autho- 
rity in Man, might not, I thinks be superfluous 
to the matter in hand.^ 

^^ Hold me excused, dearest mother;^ said the 
Earl, gravely. <' The interference was none of 
my seeking ; had you taken your own course^ 
without consulting me, it had been ^eil; but 
since I have entered on the.affSEmv^-^and it bo^ 
pefirs sufficiently important— -I must transact it to 
the best .of my own dbilitj.^ 

^^ Go then, my son,^ said the Countess, <^ and 
may Heaven enlighten thee with its counsel, since 
thou wilt have none of mine.— -I trust that you. 
Master Peveril, will remind him of what is fit 
for his owii honour ; and that only a ooward 
abandons his rights, and only a fool trusts his 
enemies;.^. 

Tl^e Earl answeced not, "but, taking Peveril fay 
the arm, led. him up a winding stair to his own 
aparlanent, and from .theUce into a projecting 
turret, where, amidst the roar of. waves and sea- 
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mews' clangs he held with him the Ikdlowiiig ooiw 
terBation : — 

« Peveril, it is wiell I looked Into these war- 
rants. My mother queens it at sudi a rate as 
may cost me not only my crown, whidi I care 
little for, but perhaps my head, which, though 
others may think little of, I would feel it an in* 
cQnvenience to be deprived of.^ 

*« What on earth is the matter ?"* said Peveril, 
with considerable anxiety. 

« It seems," said the Earl of Derby, «« that 
Old England, who takes a frolicsome brain-fever 
once every two or three years, for the benefit of 
her doctors, and the purification of the torpid le- 
thargy brought on by peace and pn)sperity,i8 now 
gone stark staring mad on the imbject of a real or 
supposed FofAsh Plot, r I read one program on 
the subject, by a fellow called Oates, axid thought 
it the most absurd fool^y I ever perused. But 
that cunning fellow Shaftesbury, and some others 
amongst the great ones, have taken it up, and 
are drivmg cm at sudi a rate as makes harness 
crack, imd horses smoke for it. The King, who 
has sworn never to kiss the pillow his father 
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went to deep oti, lienipbiizes and gives way to 
the current ; the Duke of York, suspected and 
haled on aceodnt of his religion, is about to be 
driven to die continent; several principal Ca- 
tholic ndbles are in the Tower afaready ; and the 
nation, like a bull at Tutbury-running, is perse- 
cuted with so many iniammaitory rumours and 
pestilent pamphlets^ that she has cocked her tail, 
flung up her heels^ taken the bit betwixt her 
teeth, and is as furiously unmanageable as in the 
yeur 1642.'' 

*' All this you must have kno#n alreadjr,^ 
Said Peveril ; <^ I wond^ you told me not of 
news so important**^ 

*^ It would have taken long to tell,^ »tid the 
Earl ; << moreover, I desired to have you solus ; 
thirdly^ I was about to speak when my mother 
entered ; and, to ootichide, it was no business of 
minie. . But these dispatdbes of my politic mo- 
therms private correspondent put a new face on 
die whole matter ; for it seems some of the in- 
former^-^-a trade which, having become a thri- 
ving one, is now pursued by many*— have dared 
to glance at the Countess herself as an agent in 
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this same plot— ay, and haye found those that 
are billing enough to believe their iieport.^ 

*« On mine honour,^ said Fereril, " you both 
take it with great coolness. 1 think the ComiU 
ess the most composed of the two ; for, except 
her movement hither, she exhibited no mark of 
alarm, and moreover, seemed no way more an- 
xious to oommunicate the matter to yOur lordship 
than decency rendered necessary.^ 

<< My good mother,^ said the Earl, << loves 
power, though it haa eost her dear. I wish I 
could truly say that my negltet of business is 
entiliely assumed in order to leave it in her hands, 
but that better motive combines with natural in- 
dolence' But she seems to have feared I should 
not think exactly like her in this emergency, and 
she was right in supposing so«^ 

" How comes the emergency upon you f^ said 
Julian ;,*^ and what form does the danger as- 
sume P"^ 

^< Marry^ thui it is,"" Said the Earl : *^ I need 
not bid you remember the affaii" of Colonel Chris- 
tian. That maiij besides bis widow, who is pos* 
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se^d of hrge propertj^-Dame Christian of 
Kirk-Truaghy whom you have often heard of, 
and perhaps seen-^Ieft a brother called Edward 
Christian, whom you never saw at all. Now this 
brother--^ut I dare say you know all about 

" Not I, on my honour," said Peveril ; <* you 
know the Countess seldom or never alludes to 
the subject.'*' 

** Why,'' replied the Count, ** I believe in her 
heart she is something ashamed of that geJlant 
act of royalty and supreme jurisdiction, the con* 
sequences of which maimed my estate so cruelly..--. 
Well, cousin, this same Edward Christian was 
one of the deemsters at the time, and, naturally 
enough, was unwilling to concur in the sentence 
which adjudged his ainie to be shot like a dog. 
My mother, who was then in high force, and not 
to be controlled by any on6, would have served 
the deemster with the same sauce with which she 
dressed his brother, had he not been wise enough 
to fly from the island. Srace that time, the. thing 
has, slept on all hands ; and though we knew 
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that Deemster Christiaa made cxscaaonally aecrei: 
visits to his friends in the island, along with two: 
or three other Puritans of the same stamp, an<d 
particularly a prick-eared rogue, called Bridge- 
north, yet my mother, thank Heaven, has hi. 
therto had the sen^e to connive at them, though, 
for some reason, qr other, she holds this Bridge* 
north in especial disfavour.*^ 

" And why, ^ s^d Peveril, forcing himself- to 
speak, in order, to conceal the very unpleasant 
surprise which he felt, ^^ why does the Countess 
now depart from $o prudent a line of conduct ?^ 

,*^ You must know the case is now different^ 
The rogues are not satisfied with toleration*.4hey 
would have supremacy. They haye found friends 
in the, present heat of the popular mind, My 
mpther^s name, and especially that of her con- 
fessor, Aldrick the Jesuit, has been mentioned 
in this beautiful maze of a plot, which, if any 
such at all exists, she knows as little of as you 
or I. However, she is a Catholic, and that is 
enough ; and I have little doubt, that if the fel- 
lows could seize qn our scrap of a kingdom here, 
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and cut all our throals, they would have the 
diaaks of the present House of Commons, as 
willingly as old Christian had those of the Rump, 
tor a similar service.^ 

*< Ffom idience did you receiye all this in. 
Ibilfiation ?** said Peveril, again i^ieaking, though 
hf the same efibrt which a man makes who talks 
in his sleep. 

*^ Aldrick has seen the Duke of York in se* 
eaMy and his Royal Highness, who wept while 
he confessed his want of power to protect his 
friends— 4md it is no trifle will wring tears from 
him— t<M him to send us information that we 
should look to our safety, for that Deemster 
Christian and Bridgax»rth were in the island, 
with secret and severe orders; that they had 
formed a considerable party th^e, and were like 
to be owned and protected in any thing they 
might undertake against u& The people of 
Ramsay and Castletown are unluckily discon^ 
tented about some new regulation of the im- 
posts; and, to tell you the truth, though I 
thought yesterday ''s sudden remove a whim of 
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my mother^ I am almost satisfied they would 
have blockaded us in Rushin Castle, where we 
could not have held out for lack of provisions. 
Here we are better supplied^ and, as we are on 
our guard, it is likely the intended rising will 
not take place.^ 

^' And what is to be done in this emergency ?* 
said Peveril. 

<* That is the very question, my gentle coz,'* 
answered the Earl. ^ My mother sees but one 
way of going to work, and that is by royal au« 
tliority. Here are the warrants she had pre- 
pared, to search for, take, and apprehend the 
bodies of Edward Christian and Robert-^no, 
Ralph Bridgenorth, and bring them to instant 
trial. No doubt, she would soon have had them 
in the Castle court, with a dozen of the old 
matchlocks levelled against them—that is her 
way of solving all sudden difficulti^.**^ 

" But in which, I trust, you do not acquiesce, 
my lord,^ answered Peveril, whose thoughts in< 
stantly reverted to Alice, if they could ever be 
sfud to be absent from her. 
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<^ Truly, I acquiesce in no such matter,^ said 
the Earl. << William Christianas death cost me 
a fair half of my inheritance. I have no fancy 
to fall .under the displeasure of my royal bro- 
ther, King Charles, for a new escapade of the 
same kind. But how to pacify my mother, I 
know not. I would the insurrection would take 
place, and then, as we are better provided than 
they can be, we might knock the knaves on the 
head ; and yet, since they began the fray, we 
should keep the Jaw on our side.^ 
. " Were it not better,'' S£ud Peveril, f* if by 
any means these men could be induced to quit 
the island ?^ 

, " Surely," replied the Earl ; <* but that will 
be no easy matter— they are stubborn on princi- 
^e, and empty threats will not move them. This 
storm-blast in London is wind in their sails,' and 
they will rim thrir length, you may depend on 
it* I have sent orders, however, to clap up the 
Manx-men upon whose assistance they depended, 
and if I can find the two worthies themselves, 
here are sloops enough in* the harbour— -I will 
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tnke the freedom to send tfaem on a pretty dis- 
tant voyage, and I hope matters will be settled 
before they return to give an account of it.^ 

At this moment a soldier belonging to the gar- 
rison approached the two young men, with many 
bows and tokens of respect. " How now, friend ?'^ 
said the Earl to him. " Leave off thy courtesies, 
and tell thy business/' 

The man, who was a native islander, answer, 
^ed in Manx, that he had a letter for his honour. 
Master Julian Feveril. Julian snatched the bil- 
let hastily, and asked whence it came. . 

" It was delivered to him by a young woman,** 
the Soldier replied, ^^ who had given him a piece 
of money to deliver it into Master Peveril's own 
hand;* . 

** Thou art a lucky felldw, Julian,** said the 
Earl. ^* With that grave brow of thine, and thy 
,«baracter for sobriety and early wisdom, you 
set the girls a- wooing, without waiting, till they 
.are asked; whilst I, their drudge and vassal, 
wast^ both language and leisure, without getting 
a kind word or look, far less a billet-doux,? - 
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This the young Earl said with a smile of con- 
scioua triumph, as in ^act he valued himself not 
a little upon the interest which he supposed him- 
self to possess in the fair sex. 

Meanwhile the letter impressed on Peveril a 
different train of thoughts from what his compa- 
nion apprehended. It was in Alice^s hand, and 
contained these few words :-<~ 

*' I fear what I am going to do is wrong ; but 
I must see you. Meet me at noon at God- 
dard Crovan^s Stone, with as much secresy as 
you may.'' 

The letter was signed only with the initials A. 
B. ; but Julian had no difficulty in recognizing 
the hand-writing, which he had often seen^ and 
which was remarkably beautiful. He stood sus- 
pended, for he saw the difficulty and impropriety 
of withdrawing himself from the Countess and 
his friend at this moment of impending danger ; 
and yet, to neglect this invitation was not to 
be thought of. He paused in the utmost per- 
plexity. 

<< Shall I read your riddle P'' said the Earl. 
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<< Go where love calls you-— I will make. «i ex- 
cuse to my motber— only, most grave anchorite, 
be hereafter more imlulgeot to the feelings of 
others than yon have been hitherto^ and blaa- 
pheme not the power of the little deity.^ . 

" Nay, but Cousin Derby—-—'*' said Feveril, 
and stopped short, for he really knew not what to 
say. Secured himself by a virtuous passion from 
the contagious influence of the dme, he had seen 
with regret his noble kinsman mingle more jn 
its irregularities than he approved of, and had 
sometimes played the part of a monitor. Cir- 
cumstances seemed at present to give the Earl a 
right of retaliation. He kept his eye fixed on his 
friend, as if he waited till he should complete his 
sentence, and at length exclaimed, *^ What, cou- 
sin, quite a-la-mort ! O, most judicious Julian ! 
O^ most precise Peveril ! have you bestowed so 
much wisdom on me that you have none left for 
yourself? Come, be £rank—- tell me name and 
place— or say but the colour of the eyes oi the 
most emphatic she— or do but let me have the 
pleasure to let me hear thee say, * I love f— con- 



Digitized 



by Google 



W PEVBBIL OF THE PEAK. 

fess one touch of human frailty— oonjugate the 
verb amOy and I will be a gentle schoolmaster, 
and you shall have, as father Richards used to 
aay, wh^i we were under his ferule, ^ Kceniia ex^ 
eundi: '•■ 

** Enjoy your pleasant humour at my expence, 
my lord,^ said Peveril ; <^ I fiurly will confess 
thus much, that I would fain, if it conedsted with 
my honour and your safety, have two hours 
at my own disposal ; the more espedaUy as the 
manner in which I shall employ thein may much 
^N>ncern the safety of the island.^ 

*^ Very likely, I dare say,^ answered the Earl, 
still laughing. ** No doubt you are summoned 
out by some Lady Politic Woudbe of the isle, 
to talk over some of the Iweast-laws ; but never 
•nnnd — ^go, and go speedily,, that you may return 
as quick as possible. I expect no immediate 
explonon of this grand conspiracy. When the 
rogues see us on our guard, they will be cau- 
tious how tibey break out. Only, once more, 
makehaste.^ 

Peveril thou^t this last advice was not to be 
neglected ; and glad to extricate himself from 
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the raillery of his cousin, walked down towards 
the gate of the Castle, meaning to cross oyer to 
the village, and there take horse at the EarPs 
stables, for the place of rendezvous. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Actuto, Can die not speak ? 

Onoald, If speech be only in accented tonnds. 
Framed by the tongue and lips, the maiden*s dumb ; 
But if by quick and apprehensive look. 
By motion, sign, and glance, to give eadi meaning. 
Express as dotfaed in language, be tAm'd speech. 
She hath that wondrous faculty ; for her eyes. 
Like the bright stan of heaven, can bold diaeoarae. 
Though it be mute and soundless. 



At the head of the first flight of steps which 
descended towards the difficult and welUefend- 
ed entrance of the Castle of Holm-Feel^ Pe- 
▼eril was met and stopped by the Countesses 
train-bearer. This little creature, for she was 
of the least and slightest size of womankind, 
was exquisitely well formed in all her limbs, 
which the dress she usually wore, (a green 
nik tunic, of a peculiar form) set off to the 
best advantage. Her face was darker than the 
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usual hue of Europeans ; and the profusion of 
long and silken hair, which, when she undid the 
braids in which she commonly wore it, fell down 
almost to her ancles, was also rather a foreign 
attribute. Her countenance resembled a most 
beautiful miniature ; and there was a quickness, 
decision, and fire, in Fenella^s look, and especi- 
ally in her eyes, which was probably rendered 
yet more alert and acute, because, through the 
imperfection of her other organs, it was only by 
Bight that she could obtain information of what 
passed around her. 

The pretty mute was mistress of many little 
accmnplishments which the Countess had caused' 
to be taught to her in compassion for her forlorn 
situation, and which she learned with the most 
surpriung quickness. Thus, for example, she was 
exquisite in the use of the needle, and so ready and 
ingenious a draught&-woman, that, like the ancient 
Mexicans, she sometimes made a hasty sketch 
with her pencil the means of conveying her ideas, 
either by direct or emblematical representation. 
Above all, in the art of ornamental writing, 
much studied at that period, FencUa was so 
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great a proficient, as to rival the fame of Messrs 
Snow, Shelley, and other masters of the pen, 
whose copy-books, preserved in the libraries of 
the curious, still shew the artists smiling on the 
JTontispiece in all the honours of flowing gowns 
^and full-bottomed wigs, to the eternal glory ci 
caligraphy. 

The little maiden had, besides these accomi- 
plishments, much ready wit and acuteness of in- 
tellect. With Lady Derby, and with the two 
young gentlemen, she was a great favourite, and 
used much freedom in conversing with them, by 
means of a system of signs which had been 
gradually established amongst them, and which 
served all ordinary purposes of communication.' 

But, though happy in the indulgence and fa«> 
vour of her mistress, from whom indeed she waft 
sddom separate, Fenella was by no means a fa* 
vourite with the rest of the household. In fact, 
it seemed that her temper, ^icasperated perhaps 
by a sense of her misfortune, was by no means 
equal to her abilities. She was very haughty 
in her demeanour, even towards .the. upper do- 
mestics, who in that establishment were of a 



Digitized 



by Google 



PEYEEIL OF THE PEAK. 93 

much higher rimk and better Urth than in the 
families of the nobility in general. These often 
complained, not only of her pride* and reserve, 
but of her high and irascible temper and vindic- 
tive disposition. Her passionate propensity had 
been indeed idly encouraged by the young men, 
and particularly-by the Earl, who. sometimes amu- 
sed himself with teazing her, that he might enjoy 
the i^arious singular motions and murmurs by 
which she expressed her resentment. Towards 
him, these were of course only petulant and 
whimsical indications of pettish anger. But 
when she was angry with others of inferior de. 
gre^— before whom she did not control her- 
self — the expression of her passion, unable to 
display itself in language, had something even 
frightful, so singular were the tones, contortions, 
^nd gestures, to which she had recourse. The 
lower domestics, to whom she was liberal almost 
beyotid her apparent means, observed her with 
much deference and respect, but much more 
from fear than from any real attachment; for 
the caprices of her temper displayed themselves 
even in her gifts ; and those who most frequently 
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shared her bounty, seemed by no means assured 
of the benevolence of the motives which dictated 
her liberality^ 

All these peculiarities led to a conclusion con- 
sonant with Manx superstiuoiu Devout believers 
in all the legends of fairies so dear to the Celtic 
tribes, the Manx people held it for certainty that 
the elves were in the habit of carrying off mor- 
tal children before baptism, and leaving in the 
cradle of the new-born babe one of th^ own 
brood, which was almost always imperfect in 
some one or other of the organs proper to hu- 
manity. Such a being they conceived Fenella 
to be ; and the smallness of her size, her dark 
complexion, her long locks of silken hair, the 
singularity of her manners and tones, as well as 
the caprices of her temper, were to their think- 
ing all attributes of the irritable, fickle, and 
dangerous race from which they supposed her to 
be sprung. And it seemed, that although no 
jest appeared to offend her more than when 
Lord Derby called her in sport the Elfin Queen, 
or otherwise alluded to her supposed connexion 
with << the pigmy folk,'' yet still her perpetually 
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affecting to wear the colour of green, proper to 
the fairies, as well as some other peculiarities, 
seemed voluntarily assumed by her, in order to 
countenance the superstition, perhaps because it 
gave her more authority among the lower orders. 
Many were the tales circulated respecting the 
Countesses E^, as Fenella was currently call^ 
ed in the island; and the malcontents of the 
stricter persuasion were convinced, that no one 
but a Papist and a malignant would have kept 
near her person a creature of such doubtful 
origin. They conceived that Fenelhf s deafness 
and dumbness were only towards those of this 
world, and that she had been heard talking, and 
singing, and laughing, most elvishly, with the in- 
visibles ct her own race. They alleged, also, that 
she had a Double^ a sort of apparition resembling 
her, which slept in the Countesses anti-room, or 
bore her train, or wrought in her cabinet, while 
the real Fenella joined the song of the mer« 
maids on the moonlight sands, or the dance of the 
fairies in the haunted valley of Glenmoy, or on the 
heights of Skiawfell md Bait»ol. The centinels, 
too, would have sworn they had seen the little 
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maiden trip past them in their solitary night- 
walks, without their having it in their power to 
challenge her, any more than if they had been 
as mute as herself. To all this mass of absurdi- 
ties the better informed paid no more attention 
than to the usual idle exaggerations of the vulgar, 
which so frequently connect that which is unu-* 
sual with what is supernatural. 

Such, in form and habits, was the little female, 
who, holding in her hand a small old-fa^ioned 
ebony rod, which might have passed for a divi- 
ning wand, confronted Julian on the top of the 
flight of steps which led down the rock from the 
Castle-court. We ought to observe, that as Ju-p 
liah's manner to the unfortunate girl had been 
always gentle, and free from those tea2ing jqsts 
in which his gay friend indulged, with less 
regard to the peculiarity of her situation and 
feelings; so Fenella, on her part, had usually 
shewn much greater deference to him than to 
any of the household, her mistress, the Countess, 
always excepted. 

' On the present occasion, planting herself in 
the very midst of the narrow descent, so as to 

7 
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make it impossible for Peveril to pass by her^ 
she proceeded to put him to the question by a 
series of gestures, which we will endeavour to 
describe. She omimenced by extending her hand 
slightly, accompanied with the sharp inquisitive 
look which served her as a note of interrogation. 
This was meant as an inquiry if he was going to 
k distance. Julian, in reply, extended his arm 
more than half, to intimate that the distance was 
conuderable. Fenella looked grave, shook her 
head, and pointed to the CounteissVwindow, which 
was visible from the spot where they stood. Peve- 
ril smiled, and nodded, to intimate there was no 
danger in quitting her mistress for a short space. 
The little maiden next touched an eaglets fea- 
ther which she wore in her hair, a sign which 
«be usually employed to designate the Earl, 
and then looked inquisitively at Julian onoe 
more, as if to say, " Goes he with you ?'' Peveril 
shook his head, and, somewhat wearied by these 
interrogatories, smiled, and made an effort to 
pass. Fenella frowned, struck the end of her 
ebony rod perpendicularly on the ground, and 

VOL. II. G 
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again shook her head, as if oppoi^g hU depar- 
ture. But finding that Julian persevered in his 
purpose, ^e suddenly assumed another and a 
milder mood, held him by the skirt of his cbak 
with one hand, and r^ed the other in an implo- 
ring attitude, whilst every feature of her lively 
countenance w$m composed into the like expres- 
sion of supplication ; and the fire of the large 
dark eyes, which seemed in general so keen and 
{Niircing as almost to over-animate the little 
sphere to which tliey belonged, segmed quenclw 
ed) for the moment, in the large drops which 
hung on her long eye-lashes, but without falling. 
Julian Peveril was far from being void of 
sympi^hy towards the poor girl, whose motives 
in opposing his departure seemed to be her af*- 
fectionate apprehension for her mistresses safety. 
He endeavoured to reassure her by smiles, and at 
the same time, by such signs as he could devise, 
to intimate that there was no danger, and that 
he would return presently ; and having succeed- 
ed in extricating his cloak from her grasp, and 
in passing her on the stair, he began to descend 
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tke steps as speedily as he could, in order to aroid 

further importunity. 

But with activity much greater than his, the 
dumb maiden hastened to intercept him, and 
succeeded by throwing herself^ at the inimi- 
nent risk of life and limb, a second time into 
the pass which he was descending, so as to inter- 
rupt his purpose. In order to achieve this, she 
was obliged to let herself drop a considerable 
height from the wall of a small flanking bat- 
tery, where two small patereroes were placed to 
«cour the pass, in -case any enemy could have 
mounted so high. Julian bad scarce time to 
shudder at her purpose, as he beheld her about 
to spring from the parapet, ere^ like a thing of 
gossamer, she stood light and uninjured on the 
rocky platform below. He endeavoured, by the 
gravity of his look and gesture, to make her un- 
derstand how much he blamed her rashness ; but 
the reproof, though obviously quite intelligible, 
was entirely thrown away. A hasty wave of her . 
hand intimated how she contemned the danger 
and the remonstrance ; while, at the same time, 
she instantly resumed, with more eagerness than 
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before, the earnest and impressive gestures by 
ivhich she endeavoured to. detain him in the 
fortress. 

Julian was somewhat staggered by her perti- 
nacity. ** Is it possible," he thought, ** that any 
danger can approach the Countess, of which this 
poor maiden has, by the extreme acuteness of 
her observation, obUuned knowledge which has 
escaped others ?** 

He signed to Fenella hastily to give him the 
tablets and the pencil which she usually carried 
with her, and wrote on them the question, << Is 
there danger near to your mistress, that you thus 
stop me ?^ 

*• There is danger around the Countess," was 
the answer instantly written down ; ^^ but there 
is much more in your own purpose." 

** How ? — what ?— what know you of my 
purpose P" said Julian, forgetting, in his surprise, 
that the party he addressed had neither ear to 
comprehend, nor voice to reply to uttered lan- 
guage. She had ripgained her book in the mean- 
time, and sketched, with a rapid pencil, on one of 
the leaves, a scene which she shewed to Julian. 
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To his infinite surprise he recognized Goddard 
Cronnan^s stoae^ a remarkable monument, of 
which she had giyen the outline with sufficient 
accuracy ; together with a male and female 
figure, which, though only indicated by a few 
slight touches of the pencil^ bore yet, he thought, 
some resemblance to himself and Alice Bridge- 
north. 

When he had gazed >on the sketch for an in« 
stant with surprise, Fenella took the book from 
his hand, laid her finger upon the drawing, and 
slowly and sternly shook her head, with a frown 
which seemed to prohibit the meeting which was 
there represeinted. Julian, however, though dis- 
concerted, was in no shape disposed to submit to 
theauthorityofhismonitress. By whatever means 
she, who so seldom stirred from the Countesses 
apartment^ had become acquainted with a secret 
which he thought entirely his own, he esteemed 
it the more necessary to keep the appointed ren- 
dezvous, that he might learn from Alice, if pos* 
sible, how the secret had transpired. He had 
also formed the intention of seeking out Bridge* 
north ; entertaining an idea that a person so rea- 
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sonable and calm as he had shewn himself in their 
late conference, might be persuaded, when he un- 
derstood that the Countess was aware of his in- 
trigues, to put an- end to her danger and his own, 
by withdrawing from the island. And could he 
succeed in this point, he should at once, he 
thought, render a material benefit to the father 
of his beloved Alice — ^remove the Earl from his 
state of anxiety — save the Countess from a se- 
cond time putting her feudal jurisdiction in op- 
position > to that of the Crown of England — and 
secure quiet possession of the island to her and 
her family. 

With this scheme of mediation in his mind, 
Peveril determined to rid himself of the opposi^ 
tion of Fenella to his departure, with less cere- 
mony than he had hitherto observed towards her ; 
and suddenly lifting up the damsel in his arms 
before she was aware of his purpose, he turned 
about, set her down on the steps above him, and 
began to descend the pass himself as speedily as 
possible. It was then that the dumb maiden gave 
full course to the vehemence of her disposition ; 
and clapping her hands repeatedly, expressed her 
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displeasure in a sound, or rather a shriek, so ex«' 
tremely dissonant, that it resembled more the cry 
of a wild creature, than any thing which could 
have been uttered by female organs. Feveril 
was so astounded at the scream as it rung through 
the living rocks, that he eould not help stopping 
and looking back in alarm, to satisfy himself that 
she had not sustained some injury. He saw her, 
however, perfectly safe, though her face seemed 
inflamed and distorted with pasaon. She stamps 
ed at him with her foot, shook her clenched hand, 
and turning her back upon him, without further 
adieu, ran up the rude steps as lightly as a kid 
could have tripped up that rugged ascent, and 
paused for a moment at the summit of the ftrst 
flight. 

Julian could feel liothing but wonder and com- 
passion for the impotent passion of a being so un-^ 
fortunately circumstanced, cut ofi^, as it wiere, 
from the rest of mankind, and incapable of recei- 
ving in childhood that moral discipline which 
teaches us mastery of our wayward pasinons, ere 
yet they have attained their meridian strength and 
violence^ He waved his hand to her, in token of 
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amicable farewell ; but she only replied by once 
vo/otfd menacing him with her little hand clendi-. 
ed.; and. then ascending the ro^ky sUdrcase witU 
almost preternatural speed, was soon out of sight. 
Juliab, on his part^ gave no further considera^ 
tiori to her conduct or its motives, but hastening 
to the viUage on the mainland, \vfaere the stables 
qf the Castle were situated, he. again took his. 
palfirey from the stalls ^nd was soon mounted 
and on his way to the: appointed place of rendez-i 
Yous, mu<ih marvelliDgV as be ambled fonivards 
with speed far greater than was promised. by the 
djn^inutive size of animal he was momited on^ 
what could have happened to produce so ^eat a 
change in AliceV conduct towards him, that in 
place of enjoining his absence as usual, or recom^ 
oaendiQg hi^departut'efroin the island, she should 
Qow- voluntarily invite him to a meeting. Under 
iippr^sgilon of ;tbe varidus doubts which succeeds 
ed eadl^ cither in his imagination, he sometimes 
prea^d Fairy^s »des with his legs ; sometimes laid 
bii$ holly rod lightly on his neck ; sometimes ill- 
cited him by his voice, for the mettled anirn^ 
peeded neither whip nor spur, and achieved the 
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distance betwixt the Castle of Holm-peel and the 
stone at Goddard Crovan, at the rate of twelve 
miles within the hour. 

The monumental stone, designed to comme- 
morate some feat of an ancient King of Man, 
which had been long forgotten, was erected on 
the side of a narrow and lonely valley, or rather 
glen, secluded from observation by the steepness 
of its banks, upon a projection of which stood 
the tall, shapeless, solitary rock, frowning, like 
a shrouded giant, over the brawling of the small 
rivulet which waitered the ravine. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Thwaltve-meeHng? See dlie nuudenmcmnis. 
And the sad suitor bends his looks on earth. 
There's more hath past between them than belongs 
To Love's tweet fionows. 

Old Play. 

As he approached the Bumument of Goddard 
Crovan, Julian cast many an anxious glance to 
see whether any object visible beside the huge 
grey stone should apprize him, whether he was 
anticipated, at the appointed place of rendez- 
vous, by her who had named it. Nor was it 
long before the flutter of a mantle, which the 
biTeeze slightly waved, and the motion necessary 
to replace it upon the wearer'^s shoulders, made 
him aware that Alice had already reached their 
place of meeting. One instant set the palfrey at 
liberty, with slackened girths and loosened reins. 
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to pick its own way through the dell at will ; 
another placed Julian Peveril by the side of 
Alice Bridgenorth. 

That Alice should extend her hand to her 
lover, as with the ardour of a young greyhound 
he bounded over the obstacles of the rugged 
path, was as natural as that Julian, seizing on 
the hand so kindly stretched out, should devour 
it with kisses, and, for a moment or two, with- 
out reprehension ; while the other hand, which 
should have aided in the liberation of its fellow, 
served to b^de the blushes of the fair owner. 
But Alice,- young as she was, and attached to 
Julian by such long habits of kindly intimacy, 
still knew well how to subdue the tendency of 
her own treacherous afTectionsj 

" This is not right,^ she said, extricating her 
hand from Julian's grasp, " this is not right, 
Julian.. If I have been too rash in admitting 
such a meeting as the present, it is not you that 
should make me sensible of my folly.'' 

Julian Peverirs mind had been early illu- 
mined with that touch of romantic fire which 
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deprives passion of selfishness, and confers on it 
the high and refined tone of generous and disin- 
terested devotion. He let go the hand of Alice 
with as much respect as he could have paid to 
that of a princess ; and when she seated herself 
upon a rocky fragment, over which nature had 
stretched a cushion of moss and lichen, inter- 
spersed with wild flowers, backed with a bush 
of copsewood, he took his place beside her, in* 
deed, but at such distance as to intimate the 
duty of aix attendant, who was there only to 
hear and to obey. Alice Bridgenorth became 
more assured as she observed the power which 
she possessed over her lover; and the self-com- 
mand which Peveril exhibited, which other dam- 
sels in her situation might have judged incon- 
fidstent with inten^ty of passion, she appreciated 
more justly, as a proof of his respectful and dis- 
interested sincerity. She recovered, in address, 
ing him, the tone of confidence which rather be* 
longed to the scenes of their early acquaintance, 
than to those which had passed betwixt them 
since Peveril had disclosed his affection, and 
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thereby had brought restraint upon thdr inter- 
course. 

^< Julian,^ she said, ** your visit of yesterday 
—-your most ill-timed visit, has distressed me 
much. It has misled my father — it has endan- 
gered you. At all risks, I resolved that you 
should know this, and blame me not if I have 
taken a bold and imprudent step in desiring thb 
solitary interview, since you are aware how little 
poor Deborah is to be trusted." 

<^ Can you fear misconstruction from me, 
Alice ?^ replied Peveril, warmly ; " from me, 
whom you have thus highly favoured— thus 
deeply obliged ?** 

** Cease your protestations, Julian,'" answered 
the maiden, <^ they do but make me the more 
sensible that I have acted over boldly. But I 
did for the best. — I could not see you, whom I 
have known so long — you, who say you regard 
me with partiality——'" 

" Say that I regard you with partiality i*^ in- 
terrupted Peveril in his turn. " Ah, Alice, 
what a cold and doubtful phrase you have used 
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to express the most -devoted, die most sbcere 
affection r 

« Well, then,'' said Alice, sadly, « we wiU 
not quarrel about words ; but do not again in* 
terrupt me. — ^I could not, I say, see you, who, I 
believe, regard me with sincere though vain and 
fruidess'attachment, rush blindfold into a snare, 
deceived and seduced by those very feelings to- 
wards me."* 

** I understand you not, Alice," said Peve- 
ril; *^ nor can I see any danger to which I am 
at present exposed. The sentiments which your 
father has expressed towards me, are of a na^ 
ture irreconcileable with hostile purposes. If 
he is not offended with the bold wishes I may 
have formed, and his whole behaviour shews the 
contrary, I know not a man on earth from whom 
I have the least cause to apprehend any danger 
or iU wiir 

" My father,'' said Alice, ** means well by 
his country, and well by you ; yet I sometimes 
fear he may rather injure than serve his good 
cause ; and still more do I dread, th|it in attempt- 
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ing to engage you as an auxUtary, he forgets 
those ties which ought to bind you, and I am 
sure which will bind you, to a different line of 
conduct from his own.^ 

<^ You lead me into still deeper darkness, 
Alice,'' answered Peverih •* That your father's 
especial line of politics differs widely from mine, 
I know Wiell ; but how many instances have oc« 
curred, even during the bloody scenes of civil 
warfare, of good and worthy men laying the pre- 
judice of party affections aside, and regardipg 
each jother with respect, and even witli friendly 
attacbmjent, without being fake to principle on 
^tbersidej^'" 

^^ It may be so,^ said Alice ; ** but such is 
not the league which my father desires to form 
with you, and that to which he hopes your mis- 
placed partiality towards his daughter nlay af- 
ford a motive for your forming with him*" 

^< And what is it," said Peveril, " which I 
would refuse, with such a prospect before me ?'* 

*^ Treachery and dishonour T replied Alice ; 
** whatever would render you unwortjiy of the 
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poor boon at which you un^— ay, were it tnore 
worthless than I confess it to be.^ 

** Would your father," said Peveril, as he 
unwillingly received the impression which Alice 
dengned to convey,— ** would he, whose views of 
duty are so strict and severe— would he wish £o 
involve me in aught, to which such harsh epi* 
thets as treachery and diidioQour can be applied 
with the slightest shadow of truth ?" 

*^ Do not mistake me, Julian," replied the 
maiden ; ^^ my father is incapable of requesting 
aught of you that is not to bis thinking just and 
honouraUe $ nay, he conceives that he only clidms 
from you a debt, which is due as a crdature to the 
Creator, and as a man to your fellow-men." ' 

^^ So guarded, where can be the danger of 
our intercourse ?" replied Julian. << If he be re- 
solved to require, and I determined to accede to, 
nothing save what flows from conviction, what 
have I to fear, Alice? and how is my inter- 
'cburse with your feither dangerous ? Believe not 
so ; his speech has already made impression on 
me in some particulars, and he listened with 
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cmidoiir and podcnce to the objection^ which I 
made occasionally. You do Master Bridgenorth 
less than justice in confounding him with the 
unreasonable bigots in pdicy and religicMi, who 
can hsten to no fti^uraent but what favours their 
own prepossessions.^ 

« Julian,"* replied Alice, '< it is yoii who mm-. 
judge, my father^s powersi and: his piirpose with 
respect to you, and who ovemtei your ow& 
powers of resistance. I am hut a gbl^ but I 
have been taught by circumstances 'to th^k^cnr 
myself, and, to consider the character, of those 
who are around me. My father^s views in eceleu 
siastical and civil policy, are as deiorfto him ais 
the life which he dierishes only to advahee them. 
They have bera, with little alteration, his contf. 
pamons through Ufe. They brought him at one 
period into prosperity, and when they suited nc^ 
the times, he suflEered for having held them. 
They have become not only a part, but the very 
dearest part, of his existence. If he shews them 
not to you at first, in the inflexible sfrength 
which they have acqiured over his mind, do not 

VOL. II. H 
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b€be#e that they ate tfae 1MB pK^wedhdw Ifewhd 
idesires b ixiaketMmvert% must begm by degveea. 
But that be diould sftr^ifice to an inexpeneneed 
young mall, wbose raliiig motiTe he will term 
a dlildiflh paismm^ anj part of thoae treamtted 
principles which he has maintained through good 
repute and badi«pnte^--0, do not dream of such 
an impoiubilitj ! If you meet at all, you muat 
be the wax, he the seaU^you must le^^o-^he 
mMt bestow an absolute imfMresaoiL'* 

^ That,^ aaid Peveril, ^ were anreasondlda 
I wiU frankly avow to you, Alice, that I am not 
« sworn bigot to the opinions entertained by my 
Auher, much as I rei^iect his perwcm. I would 
Aat our Caindiers, or whatsoever they are pleased 
an call thisnfldves, would have aome more eba* 
rky towairdB tfaoee who diffb; from Aem in 
Church and 8tala But to hcpe diat I woiM 
auffitader the principles in winch I have fived^ 
wore ()6 sup^xjse me capabfeof deaertiDg my be- 
neftctress, add breaking the heart of tiy pa^ 

<^ Evta so I judged of you ; and, tlterefore, 
I asked tlus interview^ to coiyure that yon will 

10 
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br^ak off all intercoiine irilh our flmubf -^-t^urn 
l» your pavenl^-Horr, irhat iHIl b^ knudi Bafer, 
Tistt the tiinttilieBt ottofe lilorB^ uod Abide dQ €kid 
aaidft belter dAjH lo Engltod, for -these are black 
^vitb niiitty a utorihi*^ 

*k And Cat! you Md mft go, AKceP* tAld the 
young ttiiu}) taUfig ber iim^sKng hi^ ; ** can 
>fou hid ltt6 gO| idid yi^t o#ii ari interest iH iny 
fate ?— Can you bid me, for fear of dang^ff, 
which) as ft tastn^ lui a gettttetftati, and a loyal 
one, I atn bouiid t& sbe# my filce to, ilheanly 
abandon my f)atretits, my fH^nds^ my countryw- 
eaffet th6 existence of evU^ \frhidi I tnight M 
to i^Hevent, forego the ptospect 6f dbiiig such 
litde gtkid ad might be in tny powef^fall from 
an actiye and bonourriite m^n, ihto the 6diid{- 
ticA of ^ fugidiffe and dctie-^tteiv^^an yoii bid 
me do all this, Alic^ ? C^ ydU bid me do all 
Akf and, in the same breathy Md fiteirell for 
«vei^ to you and happiness ^-•II Is imposnUe-i- 
I caMot tatrendeir at ohcel iny lort and my ho^ 
nottr.^ 

« Theite is ho tetoedy,'^ teid ATtce, but she 
«Mld not BUpprdss H si|(h whil^ Ae s^d 
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'^ tbese is no lemedy-rnone whatever. What 
w^ .might have been to each other^ placed in 
^Eio^e faTOUn^ble circumstanoes, it avails not to 
thin^ of now,; and^ circumstanced as we are, 
with open war about to break out betwixt our 
pi^rents and friends, we can be but well.wishers 
*^-cold and distant welLwishers, who must part 
on this spot, and at this hour, never to meet 
again.^ 

^^ No^ by Heaven !^ said Peveril, animated 

ait the same time by hb own feelings, and by 

.the right of the emotions which his companion 

pba van endeavoured to suppress,—*^ No, by 

.Jleaven r he exclaimed, ^, we part ;iot<— Alice, 

we part not If I am to leave my native land, 

you M^all be my companion in my exile. What 

•have you to lose ? — ^Whom have you to abat»- 

;donfy-**Yoiir father ?-*-The good old cause, as 

it is' t^naded,' is dearer to him than a thpustod 

daughters; and setting him. aside, what tie is 

tl^re between you and this barren isle— ^between 

my Alice and any spot of the British dominions, 

.where her Julian does not sit by her P^ 

. " Q^ Julian,^ answered the miudeih ^ why 
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make my duty more pidnful by Tinonary pro- 
jects, nrluch you ought not to name, or I to listen 
to ? — ^Yoiir parents— my father— it cannot be !* 
** Fear not for my parents^ Alice,** replied 
Julian, and pressing close to his companion's 
cade, he yentured to throw his arm around her; 
^< they love me, and they will soon learn to love 
in Alice, the only being on earth who could 
have rendered their son happy. And for your 
own father, when State and Church intrigues 
allow him to bestow a thought upon you, will 
he not thiiik that your happiness, your security, 
is better cared for when you are my wife,* thari 
were you to continue under the mercenary 
charge of yonder foolish y^omsA ? What could 
his pride desire better for you, than ithe esta- 
blishment which will one day be mine ? Come 
then, Alice, and since you condemn me t6 ba- 
nishment—- since you deny me a share in those 
stirring achievements which are aix>ut to agitate 
England-^ome ! do you, for you only can^ do 
you reconcile me to exile and inaction, and give 
happiness to one, who, for your fliAie, is wilBng 
to resign honour.**^ < . « 
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uig 98 sbe uttf^T^ ^i^ aegatiy^. ^ * Add yet,** 
she $ai4j *' h^YL Bpmj ia my piiK^^r^ft alam 
and unprateot^^ as J am^BnJ; I muit not^I 
pjist notf^r yow sake» Jplw^I miii|t ppt^ . 
. « S«flr iiot for my sake yaw must bq^ Aliw,'' 
s^ Pe^f^9 eagerly i ^ Uys i» i^din^iiisulir te 
crqelty. }f ytni wiUdo^mght^my-sake^yott* 
W^l siQr y^ I. or yw will auffigr tjbis defir b^ M 
dn^ on ngr sl|oul4«t-«4fc^ sUgbt^ ^ p > i th f. 
paviBg of an ^^Jids Aall ngiufy opna^nt. AUt 
shall be pi^qmred witlvui m Imhit ; witbia aiw 
Other^ the prietf. sl|aU unit^ ua; a^ widun i^ 
thfuni, w^ leay^ th^ i^le bcMMi Wy 9dA seek oi» 
^mtuneaonitheeQiitvieQt* 3ut wJbUe he spofcey 
in jpyM aplippetioiir of thft conaesit whkh he 
iiqifjigred, Alice found raeaw to eofiect togetiMf 
h^ lesohitimi^ wbif!^ sUggered by the eagem 
]ie«8 of. bev lover, the wpujkie of h^ oam aleck 
tio9^ a^d tl^ fflggMlerityof hgrwjfeiMUaaa , ■ o ecro ^ 
iDgt in ber ca9^ to jastify wfait!i«ottld havebecli 
imet Uamc^Ue^iii «Mtha^^-4«d more than half 
aheaidPA^d faier. 

The result of a moments ddibeiatiDii asaa ft.* 
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tat IQ JiiKaD'H pro|iPS9l. Sh^ wtaricated bevielf 
from the armwhtch had pFessad het to Ua sida 
*^-Aro9e, and vqieUtfig bia. attampCa to a|4>KQa^ 
or, detain ker, flaidl, wiiJi a sunplioitjr Mt wmii^ 
glad with digaity, ^^ JuUao^ I always knaw I 
risked muek id iaviting jfou tq this meating ; bul 
I did itot guasB ib^t I aould hava be^ sp cnidf 
both to you and tpmy-^lf* aa to wi&r you to diin 
covar whal yau ha¥^ tUhday ieen toor plainly^ 
that I k)Ye you batt^ than you lota ina« But 
unee you do know it, I ^U) shew yog that Alioa^a 
loTe ia disinterasted^^Sba will nat hrif»g apt ^t;aa» 
ble nama int0 yoiif aooiaqt house. If h^eaft^. 
in yow Una lhe«a sbould ansa acupaa who imf. 
Unnk tba claims of the faiaiaFt&jf toQ eau^hk^i^ 
the powers of th^ cirowi^ <q(^ ep^amyef m^ ^h^dl* 
not say thaaa iifiti^ w^a darived frogk Aii^, 
Bri^g^orlb, %hm whig graart-dame»'' . . 

<^ Can yon apaaj^ thnif, Alic^ i^"" simI bei; I^Tf F-. 
<< Caa you im ^wh f^Kpt^viooa i wi an^ f9H 
iM)4aeiiiiWe that th^y sh^W pimply it UjFMrpmi 
prid^ not lagwd for n^ that n^i9Jk(9«^ ya^i v^mti 
tha bappineni of both ^'^ 
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<* Not 80, Jalun ; not 8o,^ aiiftirered Alifie^ with 
tears m her eyes ; *^ it is the oommaiid of duty 
to us both— of duty, which we csniiot transgress 
without risking our happiness here and hereafter* 
Think what I» the cause of all, should feel, when 
your father frowns, your. mother weeps, your no- 
ble friends stand aloof, and you, even you your- 
self, shall have made the painful disooTery, that 
you have^ incurred the contempt and res^itmoit 
of all to satisfy a boyish passion ; and that the 
poor beauty, once sufficient to mislead you, was 
gradually declining under the influence of grief 
and vexation. This I will not risk. I see dis- 
tinctly it is best we should here break off and 
part; and I thank Grod, who gives me light 
enough to perceive, and strength enough to with- 
stand, your folly aswellasmy own. Farewell, then, 
Julian ; but first take the solemn advice which I 
called you hither to impart to you :-— Shun my 
Cither— you cannot walk in his paths and.be true 
to gratitude and to honour. .What he doth from 
pure and honourable motives, you cannot aid him 
in, except upon the suggesti<m of a silly and in- 
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terested passioii, at Taiiance with all the engage- 
ments you have formed at coming into life.* 

^< Once more, Alice,^ answered Julian, *< I 
understand you not. If a course of action is 
good, it needs no vindication from the actor's 
motives — ^if bad, it can derive none.*" 

*< You cannot blind me with your sophistry, 
Julian," replied Alice Bridgenorth, ^< any more 
than you can overpower me with your passion. 
Had the patriarch destined his son to death upcm 
any less ground than faith andhumble obedience to 
a divine commandment, he had meditated a mur- 
der, and not a sacrifice. In our late bloody and 
lamentable wars, how many drew swords on either 
sides, from the purest and most honourable mo- 
tives ? How many from the culpable suggestions 
of ambition, self-seeking, and love of plunder ? 
Yet while they marched in the same ranks, and 
spurred their horses at the same trumpet-sound, 
the mem(»ry of the former are dear to us as pa- 
triots or loyalists — ^that of those who acted on 
mean" or unworthy promptings, is either execra- 
ted or foigotten* Once more, I warn you, avmd 
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my fiitherf^^4e»YQ this idmcl, whkh i^ be «9(hk 
agitated by strange iocideiits-^wlule you stay » be 
eu yqur guard-rpdifitrust every tbiiig«-4)e jealous 
of every ooe, even of those to wbcHU it loay se^o 
abnoit impomble^ fiom duroHnnrmwes^ to attach 
a shadow of suspicMii'— trust not the very stones 
of the nioal; secret apartmrat iu Hohn-Peel^ for 
thai which hath wings shall cany the matter.'^ . 

Here Alice broke off saddenly^ and vith a 
£ttiilsbriek( for> stepping from behind the stunt*, 
ed eopse whi<^ had concealed him, ha: father 
stood unexpectedly before them. 

The reader cannot have forgott» that this was 
the seocNid time in which the stolen interviews of 
the loveini bad been interrupted by the uneiq>ect- 
ed apparition ctf Major Bridgenorth. On tUs 
second occasion his countaumce exhibited angea 
milled with sol^nnity, like that of the s^rit to a 
l^t*so»9 whom he upbraids with hasvii^ mn 
glected a chasge imposed at their first meeting* 
Even his snger, howevery pioduced no more v«h 
]fm% emotion than a coid stemneaa of numner in 
his spoioh and actim^ *^ 1 thwak you^ Alice^'' 
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he fgid t» h't» daughUir, <« for the pidns you hnye 
taken to trayerse my desigos towards tbU young' 
xaaii> and towards yourself. I tbapik you for the 
Umt^ you have thtowu out before my appear«Me» 
tb^ suddeiliie83 of which aJoue has preycnted you 
£r0m ^avryiBg your confidenoe to a pit<^ wUoh 
woi^d have placed my life aud that of others at 
the diacretiou of a hoy, who, wbeu the cause of 
Crod and ti» country is laid before him, haa nob 
l^ure to ttunk of them, so mu^h is be oeeui^edl 
with such a bahy*face aa thine.'' iVJbc^ pale aa 
death, continued motionlesa, with her eyea fixed 
on the ground, without attemptii^ the sUghtesK 
reply to the ironical reproaches of her father. 

<^ And you,'' oontinued Major Bridgeaorth, 
tMmiog from hi^ daughter to her lover,— *'^ jou» 
»r, have weU repaid the liberal confidence whidai 
I placed in you with so little resenre. You I 
have to thank also for some lessons^ which may^ 
teach me to rest satisfied with the ehurfs Uood 
wtnch nature has poured into my veins, aod wkh 
th^ rude nurture which my father allotted to ms^"^ 

'^ I under^tapd you not, sir," replied Julian 
Pevenl, if h^ fei^Ung the necessity of sajuie 
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sometlimg, could not, at the moment, find any- 
thing more fitting to say. 

^' Yes, sir, I thank you,^ said Major Bridge- 
north, in the same cold sarcastic tone, '< for ha- 
ving shewn me that breach of hospitality, in- 
fringemeDt of good faith, and such like peccadil- 
loes, are not utterly foreign to the mind and con- 
duct of the h&r of a knightly house of twenty 
descents. It is a great lesson to me, sir ; for 
hitherto I had thought with the vulgar, that 
gentle manners went with gentle blood. But 
p^haps courtesy is too chivalrous a quality to 
be wasted in intercourse with a round-headed fa- 
natic like myself.^ 

** Major Bridgenorth," said Julian, ** what- 
ever has happened in this interview which may 
have displeased you, has been the result of feel- 
ings suddenly and strongly animated by the crisis 
of the moment— nothing was premeditated.'** 

**Not even your meeting, I suppose ?'*' replied 
Bridgenorth, in the same cold .tone. *' You, m^ 
wandered hither from Holm-Peel — ^my daughter 
strolled forth from the Black-rFort ; and chance, 
doubtless, assigned you a meeting by the stone of 
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Goddard Crovan ? — ^Young man, disgrace your- 
self by no more apologies — they are worse than 
useless. — ^And you, maiden, who, in your fear of 
losing your lover, could verge on betraying what 
might have cost a father his life — begone to your 
home. I will talk with you at more leisure, and 
teach you practically those duties which you 
seem to have forgotten.^^ 

" On my honour, sir,'* said Julian, " your 
daughter is guiltless of all that can offend you ; 
she resisted every offer which the headstrong vio- 
lence of my passion Urged me to press upon her.'* 

** And, in brief,'' said Bridgenorth, ♦* I am 
not to believe that you have met at this remote 
place of rendezvous by Alice's special appoint- 
ment ?" ' 

Peveril knew not what to reply, and Bridge- 
north again signed with his hand to his daughter 
to withdraw. 

/' I obey you, father," said Alice, who had by 
this time recovered from the extremity of her 
surprise,^ — " I obey you ; but Heaven is my wit- 
ness that you do me more thsoa injustice in sus- 
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p^eting me capiUe of b^Taying yt>ut secrete^ 
evm had it beem necessftry to sate my oim Ufa 
(» that of Julian. That yoa are waUdiig in a 
dangettms pftth I well knoir ; but you do it with 
yimt «yes open, and are actuated by motives of 
which you eau estimate the worth and irdue. My 
aole wish wasi that this ydoog man i^uld not 
enter blindfold on the same perUs ; and I had a 
right to warn him, since the feelings by which he 
b hood^winked had a direct reference to me.^ 

•* *Tis well, mimen,^ said Bridgenorth, " you 
hare spoken your say. Retire, and let me com* 
plete the conference whidi you have so consider- 
ately commenced.^ 

** I go, sir,'* said Altee^— " Julian, to you my 
last words are, and I would speak them with my 
last breath^FareweD, and caution*^ 

^e tunted from them ^ ^sappeated amopg ^ 
underwood, and was seen no more. 

^* A true epeotmen of womankind,*^ sAid her 
father, looking after her, *^ who would gite th^ 
tkM^ of nations up, taHi&t than endanger & hn^ 
t>f her lover'd head.«i^You, Mttter Peveril, Aonsku 
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tes, bold her opimob, that the best Ibte ig a safe 
lave?" 

« Were danger alone in my ^my,'^ said Peve- 
ril^ much surprised at the sirftened tone in whieb 
J3ridg6n<vth made this obserVatkm) « there art 
few thills whidi I iw>uld not face to^to^-da. 
serve your good opinitm.^ 

** Or rather to win my daughter's hand^"* said 
Bridgenorth. '^ Well^ young man, one thiag has 
pleased me in your conduct, though of mucli 1 
have my reasons to complun«-Mone thing has 
pleased me. You hav)^ surmounted that bound, 
ing wail of aristocratical pride in which your fa- 
ther, and, I suppose, his fathers, remained im^ 
prisoned, as in the piwincts of a feudal fortress 
--^you have leaped over tWs barrier, and shewn 
youwiif not unwilling to ally yourself widi a fa^ 
mily, whom your father spurns as low-bom and 



However fatmawdHy tUs speedi mounded tb. 
i^atds success in hiift suit, it so broadly slated the 
comsequfMc^s df that sueceds so far a« his paf^nts 
^♦«ttf odncewed, tixai JuMmi felt it in the last de- 
gvoa^cSffettittoiepty. At length, peitJdting that 
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Major Bridgenorth seemed resolved quietly to 
await his answer, he mustered up courage to say^ 
** The feelings which I entertain towards your 
daughter, Master Bridgenorth, are of a nature to 
supersede many other considerations, to which, in 
any other case, I should feel it my duty to give 
the most reverential attention. I wiU not disguise 
ham you, that my father^s prejudices against sach 
a match would be very strong ; but I devoutly 
believe they would disappear when he came to 
know the merit of Alice Bridgenorth, and to be 
jsensible that she only could make his son happy .^ 

^< In the meanwhile, you are desirous to comi- 
plete the union which you propose without the 
knowledge of your parents, and take the chance 
of their being hereafter recondled to it P So I un- 
derstand from the proposal which you made but 
lately to my daughter.*" 

The turns of human nature, and of human pas- 
Bion, are so irregular and uncertain, that although 
Julian had but a few minutes before urged to 
Alice a private marriage, and an elopement to 
the continent, as admeasure upon which the whole 
happiness of his life depended, the proposal seem* 
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ed not to him half so delightful when stated by 
the calm, cold, dictatorial accents of her father. 
It souaded bo longer like the dictates of ardent 
pasfflon, throwing all Other considerations aside^ 
but as a disticict' surrender of th^ dignity of his 
house to one who seemed to consider their rela« 
tive situation as the triumph of Bridgenorth oTer 
PeveriL He was mule for a moment, in the vaitt 
attempt to shape his answer so as at once to inti- 
mate aoquiescenoe in what Bridgenorth stated, 
and a vindjcation of his own regard for his pa* 
lentsy and for the honour of his house. 

This delay gave rise to suspicion^ and Bridge- 
ntirthVey^ gleamed, axA his fip quivered, while 
he gave vent to it, ** Haric ye, young man-^ 
deal openly with me in this matter, if you would 
not have me think you the execrable villain who 
^ould have seduced an unhappy girl, undier pro- 
mises whidijhe never designed to fulfil. Let me 
but suspecst this, and you shall see, on the spoij 
bow ^ your jHride and your pedigiee will pre- 
serve you^ against the just vengeance of a fa- 
ther.** 
" You do me wrong,'' said Peveril-^*^ you do 
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me infinite wrong, Major Bridgenorth. I am 
incapable of the infamy which you allude to. 
The proposal I made to your daughter was as 
sincere as ever was offered by man to woman. I 
only hesitatedf because you think it neceissary to 
examine me so very closely ; and to possess your* 
self of all my purposes and sentiments, in their 
fullest extent, without explaining to me the ten- 
dency of your own.** 

** Your proposal, then, shapes itself thus,** said 
Bridgenorth :— ** You are willing to lead my 
only child into exile from her native country, to' 
give her a claim to kindness and protection from 
your family, which you know will be disfr^gard- 
ed, on condition I consent to'b^^tow her hand 
on you,' with a fortune sufficient to hkve matched' 
fllat of your ancestors, when they had most rea- 
son to boast of th^ wealth. This, young man/ 
seems no equal bargmn. And yet,^ he continued, 
after a momentary pause, /^ so little do I value 
the goods of this world, thut it might not be ut* 
terly beyond thy power to reconcile me to the 
match which you have proposed to me, however 
Unequal it may appear.^ 
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^ Shew me but the means which can propi- 
tiate your favour, Major Bridgeuorth,'^ said Pe^ 
veril,— " for I will not doubt that they will lie 
consistent with my honour and duty,^— «nd you 
flball soon see how eagerly I will obey your direc-. 
tions, or submit to your dondiUons.*^ 

<< They are summed in few words,^ answered 
Bridgenorth. ^< Be ain honest man^ and the fri^d 
of your country.'' 

*« No one has ever doubted,'' replied Feveril, 
*♦ that I am both," ' . 

*^ Pardon me," replied thfc Major ; ** no oHe^ 
has, as yet, seen you ^ew yourseif either. Ill- 
terrupt me no1>-^I question not your! will to bo 
both; but you have hiihelto ndifther had the 
light nor the opportunity neoeasaYy.for the di^ 
play of your principles,' or the service of yoivr 
country. You have lived when an apathy of 
mind,' succeeding to the s^tations of the Civil 
War, had made men indifferent to state affairsj^ 
and more willing to cultivate tbdor own ease, than 
to 4tand in the gap when the Lord #as pleadiflg 
with Israel. But we are £nglid\men ; and with 
us such uniiatund lediargy cannot continue long( 
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Already, many of those who most desired the re- 
turn of Charles Stuart, r^;ard Inm as a King, 
whom Heaven, importuned by our entreaties, 
gave to us in His .anger. His unlimited licence 
—an example so readily followed by the young 
and the gay around him-— has disgusted the 
minds of. all sober and thinking men. I had 
not now held conference with you in this inti* 
mate fashion, were I not aware that you, Mas-> 
ter Julian, were firee from such stain of the 
times. Heaven, that rendered the X^ing^s course 
of license fruitful, hath denied issue to his bed 
of wedlock ; and in the ^oomj and stan cha- 
racter of his Ugotted successor, we ahready see 
what sort of monarch ahidl succeed to the ordwn 
of England. This is a critical period, at which 
it necessarily becomes the duty of all men to 
step forward, each in his d^aee, and aid in rea* 
cumg the country which gave us hirth.^. Fe« 
reanl remembered the warning which he had re^ 
caved from Alice, and bent his eyes on the 
ground, without returning any reply. <^ How is 
it, young man,^ continued Bridgenorth, after a 
pause ; ^ so young as thoii art, and bound by 
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no ties of kindred profligacy with the enemies of 
your country, can you be akeady hardened t0 
the claims she may form on you at this crisis P^ 

<' It were easy to answer you generally. Major 
Bridgenorth,^ replied Peveril— »" It were easy 
to say that my country cannot make a daim on 
me which I will not promptly answer at the ridt 
of lands and life. But in deoimg thus generally, 
we should but deceive each other. What is the 
nature of this call ? By whom is it to be sound- 
ed ? And what are to be the results ? fcHr I think 
you have already seen enough of the evils of 
civil war, to be wary of again awakening its 
terrors in a peaceful and happy country.^ 

^ They that are drenched with poisonous nar- 
cotics,^ said the Major, *^ must be awakened by 
their physicians, though it were with the sound 
of the trumpet. Better that men should die 
bravely, with thdr arms in their hands, like free- 
bom Englishmen, than that they should slide into 
the bloodless but dishonoinred grave which slavery 
opens for its vassals -—But it is not of war that I 
was about to speak,^' he added, assuming a milder 
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tone. ^^ The evils of vbich England now com- 
plwis, are such as can be- remedied by the wfaole- 
soine administration of her own laws, even in the 
-state in which they are still suffered to exist 
Have these laws not a right to. the support of 
every individual who lives under them P Have 
they not a right to yours ?^ 

As he seemed to pause for an answer, Peveril 
replied, '< I have to learn, Major Bridgencnth, 
how the laws of England have become so far 
weakened as to require such support as mine. 
When that is made plain to me, no man will 
more willingly discharge the duty of a faithful 
liegeman to the law as well as the King. But the 
laws of England are under the guardianship of 
upright and learned judges, and of a gradous 
monarch.^ 

" And of a House of Commons,^ interrupted 
Bridgenorth, " no longer doating upon restored 
monarchy, but awakened, as with a peal of thun^ 
der, to the perilous state of our religion, and of 
our freedom. I appeal to your own conscience, 
Julian Peveril, whether this awakening hath not 
been in time, since you yourself know, and none 
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better than you, the secret but rapid strides which 
Rome has made to erect her Dagon of idolatry 
within our Protestant land.^ 

Here Julian peeing, or thinking be saw, the 
drift of Bridgehorth^s suspicions, hastened to ex- 
culpate hiipself from the suspicion of favouring 
the Roman Catholic religion. ^^ It is true,"^ he 
said, " I have been educated in a family wbece 
that, faith is professed by one. honoured indivi- 
dual, and that I have since travelled in Popi^ 
countries ; but even for these very reasons I have 
seen Popery too closely to be friendly to its te- 
nets. The bigotry of the laymen— the perseve- 
ring arts of the. priesthood— the perpetual in- 
trigue for the. extension of the forms without the 
spirit of religion — ^the usurpation of that church 
over the consciences of men— -and her impious 
pretensions to infallibility, are as inconsistent in 
my mind as they can seem in yours, with com- 
, mon sense, rational liberty, freedom of conscience, 
and pure religion.'' 

>* Spoken like the son of your excellent mo- 
ther," said Bridgenorth, grasping his hand ; ** for 
whose sake I have endured to suffer so much 
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from your house unrequited, even when the 
means of requital were in my own hancL" 

<< It was indeed from the instrucdons of that 
excellent parent,*^ said Feveril, ^< that I was ena- 
bled, in my early yoqth, to resist and repel the 
insidious attacks made upon my reli^us faith 
by the Cathdiic priests intot whose company I was 
necessarily thrown. Like her, I trust to live and 
die in the faith of the reformed Church of Eng- 
land * 

« The Church of England r said Bridgenortfa, 
droj^ng his young friend^s hand, but present^ 
resuming it— -^^ Alas ! that church, as now con^ 
stituted, usurps scarcely less than Rome hersdf 
upon men^s consciences and liberties ; yet out of 
the weakness of this half-reformed church, m^y 
God be pleased to work out deliverance to Eng. 
land, and pnuse to Himself. I must not forget, 
that one whose services have been in the cause 
incalculable, wears the g«rb of an English priest, 
and hath had Episcopal ordination. It is not for 
us to challenge the instrument, so that our escape 
is achieved from the net of the fowler. Enough, 
that I find thee not as yet enlightened with the 
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purer doctrine, but prepared to profit by it when 
the spark shall reach thee. Enough, in espedal, 
that I find thee willing to uplift thy testimony, to 
cry aloud and spare not against the errors and 
arts of the Church of Rome. But remember, what 
dion hast now said thou wilt soon be called upon 
to justify, in a manner the most solemn— the most 
awfui." 

** What I have said,** replied Julian Peveril, 
<^ being the unlnassed sentiments of my heart, 
eball, upon no propier occasion, want the support 
of my open avowal ; and I think it strange you 
should doubt me so far.^ 

** I doubt thee not, my young friend,^ said 
Bridgenorth ; ^^ and I trust to see thy name raoA: 
h^h amongst those by whom the prey eiudl be 
rent from the mighty. At present, thy preju- 
dices occupy thy mind like the strong keeper of 
the house mentioned in Scripture. But there 
shall come a stronger than he, and make forcible 
entry, displaying on the battlements that sign of 
failh in which alone there is found salvation.-— 
Watch, hope, and pray, that the hour may 
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TThere was a pause in the conversation, which 
was first broken by Peveril. " You have spoken 
to me in riddles, Major Bridgenorth ; and I 
have asked you for no explanation. Listen to a 
caution on my part, given widi the most sincere 
good will. Hear a hint of mine, and believe it, 
though it is darkly expressed. You are here-^. 
at least are believed to be here— on an errand 
dangerous to the Lord of the Island., That dan- 
ger will be retorted on yourself, if you make 
Man long your place oi residence. Be warned, 
and depart in time.*" 

^' And leave my ddught^ to the guardian- 
ship of Julian Peveril? Runs not your counsel 
so, young man f '' answered Bridgenorth. *' Trust 
my safety, Julian, to my own prudence. I have 
beefi accustomed to guide myself through worse 
dangers than now environ me. But I thank you 
for your caution, which I am willing to believe 
was at least partly disinterested.'' 

" We do not, then, part in anger ?'' said Pe- 
veril."" 

^' Not in anger, my son,^ said Bridgenorth, 
" but in love and strong affection. For my 
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daughter, thou must forbear every thought of 
seeing her, save through me. I accept not thy 
suit, neither do I rgeqt it ; only this I intimate 
to you, that he who would be my son, must 
iirst shew himself the true and loving child of 
his oppressed and deluded country. Farewell; 
do not answer me now, thou art yet in the gall 
of bitterness, and it may be that strife (which I 
desire not) should fall between us. Thou shalt 
hear of me sooner than thou thinkest for."" 
> He shook Peveril heartily by the hand, and 
again bid him farewell, leaving him under the con^ 
fused and mingled impression of pleasure, doubt, 
and wonder. Not a little surprised to find him- 
self so far in the good graces of Alice^'s father, 
that his suit was even favoured with a sort of 
negative encouragement, he could not help sus- 
pecting, as well from the language of the daugh- 
ter as of the father, that Bridgenorth was desi- 
rous, as the price of iiis favour, he should adopt 
some line of conduct inconsistent with the prin- 
ciples in which he had been educated. 

" You ne^ not fear, Alice,**' he said in his 
heart ; « not even your hand would I purchase 
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by aught which resembled unworthy or truck, 
ling compliance with tenets which my heart dis- 
owns ; and well I know, were I mean enough 
to do so, even the authority of thy father were 
insufficient to compel thee to the ratification of 
so mean a bargain. But let me hope better 
things. Bridgenorth, though strong-minded and 
sagacious, is haunted by the fears of Popery, 
which are the bugbears of his sect. My resi- 
dence in the family of the Countess of Derby is 
more than enough to inq>ire him with suspicions 
of my faith, from which, thank Heaven, I can 
vindicate myself with truth and good consci- 
ence.'' 

So thinking, he again adjusted the girths of 
his palfrey, replaced the bit which he had slip- 
ped out of its mouth, that it might feed at li- 
berty, and mounting, pursued his way back to 
the Castle of Holm-Feel, where he could not 
help fearing that something extraordinary might 
have happened in his absence. 

But the old pile soon rose before him, serene^ 
and sternly still, amid the sleeping ocean. The 
banner, which indicated that the Lord of Man 
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held residence within its ruinous precincts, hung 
motionless by the ensign-stafFl The centinels 
walked to and fro on their posts, and hummed 
or whistled their Manx airs. Leaving his faithful 
companion, Faiiy, in the village as before, Ju« 
lian entered the €astle, and found all within in 
the same state of quietness and good order which 
external appearances had announced. 



Digitized 



by Google 



149 PEVERIL OF THE TEAK. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Now teAt me, rede me, Brother de«r. 

Throughout merry England, 
Where will I find a messenger, 

Betwixt n« two to send. 

BaUttd of King E timer e. 

Julian's first rencounter, after re-entering 
the Castle, was with its young Lord, who re- 
ceived him with bis usual kindness and light- 
ness of humour. 

" Thrice welcome, Sir Knight of Dames,^ 
said the Earl ; <^ here you rove gallantly, and at 
free will, through our dominions, fulfilling of 
appointments, and achieving amorous adven- 
tures; while we are condemned to sit in our 
royal balls, as dull and as immoveable as if our 
Majesty was carved on the stem of some Manx 
smuggling dogger, and christened the King Ar- 
thtur of Ramsay.**^ 
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'< Naj) in that case you would take the sea,^ 
said Julian, << and so enjoy travel and adven* 
ture enough.'* 

<< Oh, but suppose me wind-bound, or detain, 
ed in harbour by a revenue pink, or ashore, if 
you like it, and lying high and dry upon the 
sand. Imagine the royal image in the dullest 
of all predicaments, and yoii have not equalled 
mine.^ 

^^ I am happy to hear, at least, that you have 
had no disagreeable employment,^ said Julian ;' 
<^ the momiDg^s alarm has blown over, I sup- 
pose?'' 

• ** In &ith it has, Julian ; and our close inqui- 
ries cannot find any cause for the apprehend- 
ed insurrection. That Bridgenorth is in the 
island seems certain ; but private afPairs of con-r 
sequence are alleged as the cause of his visit ; and 
I am not desirous to have liim arrested unless I 
could prove some mal-practices against him and 
his companions. In fact, it would seem we had 
taken the alarm too soon. My mother speaks 
of consulting you on the subject, Julian ; and I 
will not anticipate lier. solemn oominunication. 
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It will be partly apologetical, I suppose ; for we 
be^n to think our retreat rather unroyal, and 
that, like the wicked, we have fled when no man 
pursued. This idea afflicts my mother, who, as a 
Queen-Dowi^er, a Queen-Regent, a heroine, and. 
a woman in general, would be extremely mordfied* 
to think that her predpitate retreat hither had . 
exposed her to the ridicule of the islanders ; sad 
she is disconcerted, and out of humour, acconiU. 
ingly. In the meanwhile, my sole amusement 
has been the grimaces and fantastic gestures ot 
that ape Fenella, who is more out of humour, 
and more absurd, in consequence, than you ever 
saw her. Morris says, it is because you pushed 
her down stairs, Juliana—how is that ?^ 

" Nay, Morris has misreported me,^ answer^ 
ed Julian ; <^ I did but lift her up stairs to bei 
rid of her importunity ; for she chose, in her 
way, to contest my gmng ainroad in such an 
obstinate manner, that I had no other mode of 
getting rid of her." 

^^ She must have supposed your departure, at 
a moment so critical, was dangerous to the state 
of our garrison," answered the Earl ; ^> it shews 
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bow dearly she esteems my mother'^s safety, and 
how highly she rates your prowess. — But, thank 
Heaven, there sounds the dinner-bell. I would 
the philosophers, who find a sin and waste of 
time in good cheer, could devise us any pastime 
half so agreeable."*^ 

The meal which the young Earl had thus 
longed for, as a mea^s of ridding him for a space 
of the time which bung heavy on his hands, was 
soon over ; as soon, at least, as the habitual and 
stately formality of the Countesses household 
permitted. She herself, accompi^ied by her 
gentlewomen and attendants, retired e^ly after 
the tables were drawn ; and the young gentle- 
men were left to their own company. Wine had, 
for the moment, no charfns for either ; for the 
Earl was out of spirits from ennui and impa- 
tience of his moaptonous and ^litary course of 
life ; and the events of the day had given Feve- 
ril too much matter for reflection to permit his 
starting amusing or interesting topics of conver- 
sation. After having passed the flask in silence 
betwixt them one or twice, they withdrew efjch 
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into a separate embratili-e cf the windows df the 
diniDg apartment, which, such Was the extreme 
thickness of the wall, w^e deep etiougb to af- 
ford a solitary recess, separated, as it were, from 
the chamber itself. ,In one of these sate the 
Earl of Derby, bu^ed in looking over some of 
the new publications which had been forwarded 
from London ; and at intenrals confessing how 
little power or ihteiest these had for him, by 
yawning fearfully as he looked out on the soli- 
tary expanse of waters, which, save for the flight 
of a flock of searguUs, or of a solitary cormorant, 
offered so little of variety to engage his atten- 
tion. 

Peveril, on his part, held a pamphlet also 
in his hand, without giving, or affecting to give 
it, even his occarional attention. His whole 
soul turned upon the interview which be had had 
that day with Alice Bridgenorth, and with her 
father ; while he in vain endeavoured to fbrm 
any hypothesis which could explain to him why 
th^ daughter, to whom he had no reason to 
think himself indifferent, should have been so 
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suddenly dmrous of their eternal sepatAtion, 
while her father^ whose opposition he so much 
dreaded, seemed to be at least tolerant of hiil 
addresses. He could only suppose, m explatia* 
tioo, that Major Bridgenorth had some plan in 
prospect, which it was in his own power to fur- 
ther or to impede ; while, from the demeanour, 
and indeed the language, of Alice, he had but 
too much reason to apprehend that her father'^s 
favour could only be conciFiated by tomething, 
on his own part, approaching to dereliction of 
principle. But by no conjecture which he could 
form, could he make the leadt guess concerning 
the nature of that conapliance, of which Bridge^ 
north seemed desirous. He could not imagine, 
notwithstanding Alice had spoken of treachery, 
that her father would dare to propose to him 
uniting in any plan by which the safety of the 
Countess, or the security of her little kingdom of 
Man, was to be endangered. This carried such 
indelible disgrace in the front, that he could 
not suppose the scheme proposed to him by any 
who Was not prepared to defend with his sword, 
upon the spot, a flagrant insult offered to his 
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honour. And such a proceedkig was Urtally in- 
CDOsistent inth the ccmduct of Major Bridge- 
OMth in ^very other respect ; besides lus bong 
too cahn and cold-blooded to permit of his puU 
^g a mcH-tal affiront upon the son (^ his old 
neilghbour, to whose moth^ .he confessed so 
much of obligadcHL 

While Peveiil in vain endeayoured to extract 
something like a probable theory out of the 
hints thrown out by the father and by the daugh- 
ter-**4iot without the additi<Hial and iqver^like 
labour of endeavouring to reconcile Jiis ppsaon 
to his honour and c(mscience--he felt spmething 
gently pull him by the cloak. He enclasped 
his arms, which, in meditation, had been fold- 
ed on his bosom ; and withdrawing his eyes from 
t^ vacant proq>ect of sea-coast and sea winch 
they perused, without much consdousness upcm 
what they rested, he beheld beside him the little 
dumb maiden, the e]fin Fenella. .She was seat- 
ed on a low cus)uon or stool, with which die 
had nestled dote to Peveril^s side, and had re- 
mained .there for a short space of tim^ expect- 
ing, no doubt, he would become ccmsdous of 
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her presence ; until, tired of remaining unno- 
ticed, she at length solicited his attention in th^ 
manner which we have described. Startled out 
of his reverie by this intimation of hi^r presence^' 
he looked down, and could not, without mtaee/ti 
behold this singular and helpless bdng. 

Her hair was unloosened, and streiimed over 
her shoulders in such length, that mctoh of it lay 
upon the ground, and in sudb quantity, that it 
formed a dark veil, or shadow, not gbIj around 
her face, but over her whole slender and minute 
form. From the profusion of her tresses looked 
forth her small and dark, but well-fcHrmed fea- 
tures, together with the large and brilliant Uack 
eyes ; and her whole countenance was composed 
into the imploring look of one who is dubious 
of the reception she is about to meet with from 
a valued friend, white she confesses a fault, 
pleads an apology, or solicits a reconciliation. 
In short, the whole face was so much alive with 
expression, that Julian, though h^ sspedt was 
so familiar to him, could hardly persuade him- 
self but what her countenance was entirely new. 
The wild> fantastic, elvish vivacity of the fea- 



Digitized 



by Google 



150 FEVEBII. OF THE PEAK. 

tarfih seem^ totally vanished^ and bad giyeo 
pldcf tp a sorrowful, tender, and pathetic cast 
qI p(M^t/&amce^ aid^ by the e^^pre^ixi of the 
lir^ d^rk ejen, wbidif a« they were turoed up 
^wavds Julian^ glistened with moisture, that, 
nevertheless, did Qot pTerflow the eyelids. 
' jCSonceiving tliat her unwonted saanner arose 
^m a recollection of the dispute which had 
tlikeil place betwixt th^si this morning, Fevenl 
W9» aoxioud to resUnr e the little maiden'^s gaie^, 
by leaking ber sensible that there dwelt on bis 
Uund no unpleasmg recollection of their quarreL 
H0 smiled kindly^ apd shook her hand 'm one of 
]bis; while, with the familiarity of one who had 
Imown her from childhood^ be stroked dowii her 
long dark tresses wi^ the other. She stooped 
jber .hsadf 0s if ashamed, and, at the same time;, 
gc^A&ed with his caresses^'-^nd he was thus io- 
dufled to conitinue them, until, under the reil of 
Jier rich itnd abundant locks be suddenly jCelt bis 
49jtber hand, wUch she still held fast in berc^ 
slightly touched W;itb her lipjs, and, at the same 
time, moistened with a tear. 
At once, And for the 6rst time io his life, (iie 
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danger of being misinterpre^d in his fo^liarity 
with a creature to whom i]^ ju^ual modes of ex- 
plw^jtion wpre a b^anj^p occyrred to Julian'^s 
m^id ; and, hastily pithdr^awipg his hand, and 
dvuiging bis posture, h^ asked of ^r, \iy a sign 
\7hiph /custofn l^^ rendered fdmi)i(ur, whether s)b,e 
brought f^ny mei^sage tp him f^piiji th|9 Coui^jtess. 
In m iasjt^t ]p'epella> Jifhpifi d^poft^<Qn|t ^as 
cl^LDged. ^he i^^rteid f^p^ ^d arranged herself 
in her se^t wJA tl^ ^'^I^dity pf ligbtnijjg ; and, 
^f. the lame mmi^^t, ^itji pne ti^n of hf ^ hijipd, 
braided her length lof JL^ck^ ii^to a n^ti^f a| h^eadr 
dres^ of the mo^t l^ea^tifu} Iqpd. ^he^e w^^ 
ii;i|cl€^d, when ^^ }opked n^p, a b].i;sh ^ti^ visible 
04 }^f: dark fe^ture^ ; but their mel^choly ai\4 
\mg^ e^pries^n I^ giy^o {)l$ice to that pjT 
wiW and .wi^l^ viyapty, )irhich wfl^ fljip^t 
C(W9^n to ti^^» Jler ^ey^es fil f»ce4 wi.th ifloi;e 
thaii t)^^ wpfttf^ firfo and her gjanpes yreJie 
n^pr^ pft?JrciDgly )v^ a^cu^ ,"nseit]t^d tha^i usyal. 
Tff Jul^> Wjyuu-y, sfj^p ^^f^^ji^evi^, by laying 
Ip^r h^a^ ^ her hearjt—^A niQtipn [by whiph she 
ali^r^yg ipdvpate^ the Countes^-ira^d ri4ng> m^ 
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taking the direction of her apartment, she made 
a sign to Julian to follow her. 

The distance was not great hetwixt the dimng 
apartment and that to which Feveril now follow- 
ed his mate guide ; yet, in going thither, he had 
time enough to suffer cruelly from the sudden 
suspicion that this unhappy girl had misinter- 
preted the uniform kifidness with which he had 
treated her, and hence come to regard bim with 
feelings more tender than those which belong to 
friendship. The misery which such a passion 
was like to occasion to a creifture in her helpless 
situation, and actuated by such lively feelings, 
was great enough to make him refuse credit to 
the suspicion which pressed itself upon his mind ; 
while, at the same time, he formed the internal 
resolution so to conduct himself towards Fenella, 
as to check such tiiisplajced sentiments, if indeed 
she unhappily entertained them towards him. 

When they reached the Countess's apartment, 
they- found her with writing implements, and 
many sealed letters, before her. She received 
Julian widi her usual kindness ; and having 
caused him to be seated, beckoned to the mute 
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to resume her needle. In an instant Fenella 
was seated at an embroidering«frame ; where, 
but for the movement of her dexterous fingers, 
she might have seemed a statue, so little did she 
move from her work, either head or eye. As her 
infirmity rendered her presence no bar to the 
most confidential conversation, the Countess pro- 
ceeded to address Feveril as if they had been li- 
terally alone together. " Julian,^ she said, " I 
am not now about to complain to you of the sen- 
mnents and conduct of Derby. He is your friend 
—he is my son. He has kindness of heart, and 
vivacity of talent ; and yet ' ^ 
' " Dearest lady,'* sjud Peveril, " why will you 
distress yourself with fixing your eye on defi* 
ciendes which arise rather from a change of 
times and manners, than any degeneracy of my 
noble friend ? Let him be once engaged in his 
duty, whether in peace or war, and let me pay 
the penalty if he acquits not himself becoming 
his high station.^ 

" Ay,'' replied the Countess ; " but when will 
the call of duty prove superior to that of the 
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mpsjb kUe or trivial indulgeoce which caa serve to 
drive over the l^izy hour ? Hi^ father wm of an- 
other mould ; and hoir pftea was it my lot u^ en- 
treat that he would spaf e, from the rigid dis. 
charge of those duties whidi his high station 
imposed, the relaxation necessary to recruit his 
health and hi$ spirits.^ 

** Still, my dearest lady,'' said Peyeri], " you 
must allow that the duties to which the timfiB 
summoned your late honoured lord were of a 
ipfiore Bt^riugy 9s well as a m^e peremptory c^, 
th^n those wji^ch await your son.'' 

** I know not that," said the Counters. " Tho 
wheel appears to be again revolving; and the 
piresent period ia not unlikely to bripg Jbaek s^ch 
scienes as my younger years wil^ess^di.-^W^lL he 
it .so ; they will not find jCharlpiLte de h Tre^ 
n^ouille br^^ken ii^ spirit, t}|o)L^ d^pr^s^ed :by 
years. It ^^8 even on this subject J[ wwX^ ff^k 
with you, my young friend- &^^QU]c.fy^fafly 
acquaintance — when I saw your g^Uanl b^hft* 
If^ur as I issued fp^th to yohi^r coldish eye, £ke 
an appariljipQ, from my plsfi^ /of j(^pno^alm^t m 

9 
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your father^s ctistle— *it has pleased me to think 
you a true 8O0 of Stanley and PeverD, I trust 
your nurture in this family has been ever suited 
(o the esteem in which I hold you.— Nay, I do* 
sire no thanks.r-<.I have toj^equire of you, in re- 
turn, a piece of service^ not p^haps entirely safe 
to yourself, but which,* as times are circumstan- 
ced, no person is so well able to r^id^ to my 
house,'' 

" You have been pver my gc¥)d and noble 
lady,'' answered Feveril, ** $s weik as my kind, 
and I may say muter^iiaj, pro|:eetress. You b»v« 
A right to cotniniuid the blood of Stanley in the 
ve^is of evi^ry pne— *-You have a thousand rights 
to command it in mioe.'^ 

^< My advices from JBngland,'* said the Count- 
ess, ^^ resemUe ^oje Che dreams of a sick man, 
tban the regular ikufcmnation which I might have 
expected from suoh correspondents as mine ;<-^ 
their expre^^ttons are like thmse of men who walik 
in their dec^, imd speak by soAtchcis of what 
passes in th^ drjoams. It is said, a plot, teal or 
&litiau8, has been detected amongst the Cathch 
lics, which has BptfiaA far wider, and Hiore uii- 
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controllable terror, than that of the fifth of No- 
vember. Its outlines seem utterly incredible, and 
are only supported by the evidence of wretches, 
the meanest and most worthless in the creation ; 
yet it is received by the credulous people of Eng- 
land with the most undoubting credulity.^ 

^^ This is a singular delusion, to rise without 
some real ground,** answered Julian. 

^' I am no bigot, cousin, though a Catholic,^ 
replied the Countess. ** I have long feared that 
the well-meant zeal of our priests for increasing 
converts, would draw on them the suspicion of 
the English nation. These efforts have been re- 
newed with double energy since the Duke of York 
conformed to the Catholic faith ; and the same 
event has doubled the hate and jealousy of the 
Protestants. So far, I fear, there may be just 
cause for susjncion, that the Buke is a better Ca- 
tholic than an Englishman, and that bigotry has 
involved him, as avarice, or the needy greed of a 
prodigal, has engaged his brother, in relations with 
France, whereof England may have too much 
reason to complain. But the gross, diick, and 
palpable falsehoods of conspiracy and murder. 
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blood and fire— *the imaf^nary armies-^the in- 
tended maBsacres— ibnn a collection of falsehoods, 
that one would have thought indigestible, even 
by the coarse appetite of the vulgar for the mar- 
vellous and horrible ; but which are, neverthe- 
less, received as trudi by. both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, and questioned by no one who is desirous 
to escape the odious appellation of friend to the 
bloody Papists, and favourer of thcSr infetnal 
schemes of cruelty*^ 

.^^ But what say tho^e who are most likdy to 
be affected by the^e wild reports ?^ said Julian. 
<< What say the English Catholics themselves ? 
«<-A numerous and wealthy body, comprizing so 
many noble names ?^ 

f^Their hearts lure dead witbin.them,^ said the 
Countess. *^ Th^y are like sheep penned up in 
the duunbk^, that .tiie butcher may take his 
choice afidpng them. In the obscure and brief 
commui)icatiQns which I have had by a secure 
hand, they do but anticipate their own utter 
ruin, and ours— «) general is the deppes^on, so 
universal the despair."" 
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•' But the King,'' said Peverilj— «« the King 
and the Protestant royalists— what say they to 
this gromng tempest?'' 

** Charles," replied the Countess, " with his 
usual selfish prudence, truckles to the storm ; 
and will let cord and axe do their work on the 
most innocent men in his dominions, rather than 
lose an hour of pleasure in attempting their res* 
cue. And, for the royalists, either they hare 
caught the general delirium which has seized on 
Protestants in general, or they stand aloof and 
neutral, afraid to shew any interest in the un- 
happy Catholics, lest they be judged altogether 
such as themselves, and abettors of the fearfn} 
conspiracy in which they are alleged to be enga- 
ged. In fact, I cannot blame them. It is hard 
to. expect that more compassion for & persecuted 
8ect-^M>r^ what is yet more rare, an abstract love 
of justice*^^ould be powerful enough to engage 
men to expose themselves to the awakened fury 
of a whda people ; for, in the present state of 
general notation, whoever disbeltieves the least 
dttle of the enormous improbabilities which have 
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bfeen accumulated by these wretched informers, 
is instantly hunted down, as one who would 
smother the discovery of the plot. It is indeed 
an awful tempest ; mid remote as we lie from its 
sphere, we must expect soon to feel its effects," 

" Lord Derby already told me something of 
this," said Julidn ; " and that there were agents 
in this island whose object was tQ excite insure- 
rection" 

" Yes," answered the Countess, and hei* eye 
flashed fire as she spoke ; << aiid had my advice 
been Ustened to, they had been apprehended in 
the very fact ; and so dealt with, as to be a warn* 
itig to all others how they sought this independ*- 
etit principality on such an errand. But my 
66n, who is generally so culpably negligent of his 
own affairs, was pleased to assume the manage^ 
m^t of them upon this crisis." 

*^ I am happy to learn, madam," answered 
Pefveril, *^ that the measures of precautaoii which 
my kinsmati has adopted, have had the com- 
plete effect of disconcerting the conspuracy." 

*^ For the preset, Julicui ; but they should 
have been such as would have made the boldest 
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tremble, to think of such infringement of our 
rights in future* But Derby^s present plan is 
fraught with greater danger ; and yet there is 
something in it of gallantry, which has my sym* 
pathy.'' 

^^ What is it, madam P*^ enquired Julian, an- 
xiously ; ^^ and in what can I aid it, or avert its 
dangers ?^ 

^^ He purposes,"^ said the Countess, <^ instant- 
ly to set forth for London; He is, he says, not 
merely the feudal chief of a small island, but one 
of the noble Peers of England, who must not re- 
main in the security of an obscure and distant 
castle, when his name, or that of his mother, is 
slandered before his Prince and people. He wiU 
take his place, he says, in the House of Lords, 
and publicly demand justice for the insult thrown 
on his house, by pei^ured and interested wit- 



^^ It is a generous resolution, and worthy of 
my friend,'' said Julian Peveril. " I will go 
with him, and share his fate, be it what it may.'' 

*^ Alas, foolish boy !" answered the Countess, 
** as well may you ask a hungry lion to feel cwn- 

14 
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pasmon, as a prejudiced and furious people to do 
justice. They are like the madman at the height 
of frenzy, who murders without compunction 
his best and dearest friend ; and <Hily wonders 
and wails over his own cruelty, when he is reco- 
vered from his delirium.^ 

** Pardon me, dearest lady,'' said Julian, <* this 
cannot be. The noble and generous people of 
England cannot be thus. strangely misled. WhaU 
ever prepossessions may be current among the 
more vulgar, the Houses of Legislature cannot 
be deeply infected by them — they will remember 
their own dignity."^ . 

"Alas, cousin," answered the Countess,'* when 
did Englishmen, even of the highest degree, 're^ 
member any thing, when hurried away by the vio- 
lence of party feeling ? Even those who have too 
much sense to believe in the incredible fictions 
which gull the multitude, will beware how they 
expose them, if their own political party can gaiil 
a momentary advantage by their being accredit- 
ed. It is amongst such, too, that your kinsman 
has found friends and associates. Neglecting the ^ 

VOL. It. h 
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old friends of his houie^ it loo graire n^dfoimal 
waif^mofDB for the humour of the times, his in- 
terteourse has heeo irith the Yersatile Shaftesbury 
f»-lhe maneurinl Buokiiigham-— men who would 
not heibtate to s ac ri fi ce to the popular Moloch of 
the day, whatsoever, or whcmisoevsr^-whoee ruin 
^t|ld j^ropitiale the daty.^^For§^Ye a molhcr^s 
tears, kinsman ; but I see the scafibld at B<dtoa 
i^gain erected. If Deiby goes to London while 
these blood-hounds are in full ay, obnoodous aa 
be is, and as I hare made him by my relii^us 
faith, and my ccmduct in this isknd, he dies his 
father^s death. And yet upon what oth» coarse 
to resolve I— — -^ 

<^ Let me go to Leodonj madam,^ said Peve. 
rilf much moved by the distress (tf his pa|iQD-i 
ess; *^ yooir ladyship was wont to rely some* 
thingonmyjudgmei^t. I will act for th^ besU» 
will Cfflwmunicate witfi tho^ whom yog point out 
to me, 9nd only with them ; ^pid i trust soon to 
jBend you mfonoaticm that this ddipaen, how- 
ever stimg it may now be, is in the oomrse of 
passing away ; at worst, I can apprise you'pf the 
danger, should it menace the Earl or joursdf ; 
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And may be abk also to point out the meanB by 
which it may be eluded." 

The Countess listened with a countenance- in 
which the anxiety of maternal affection, which 
prompted ber to anbrace Pev«*il's generous o£. 
fer, strugg^led with her native di^terested and 
generous dispoatim* '* Think what you ask of 
m^ JTufian^^ she replied, with a sigh. '* Would 
you have mfe expose the life of my friend^s son 
to those perils to which I refuse my own ?— No, 
never.'* 

<< Nay, but, madam,"^ ref^ed JuU&n, *^ I do 
not r^n the same risk— my person is not known 
in London— my situation, though not obscure in 
my own country, is too little known to be noticed 
in that huge aaselnUage of all that k noUe and 
wealthy* No whisper, I presume, however indi- 
rect, has connected my name with the allc^^ con* 
npirtBclf. I am a Protestant, above all; andean be 
ae^us^of i|d intercourse, direct or indirect, with 
die Ghurch of Bottie. My c<mnecticms also lie 
Binoi^tlhose, who, if they do Bot,or«annot, be- 
friend ne, camlot at leaat be dangerous to me* 
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In a word, I run no danger, where the Earl: 
might incur great peril.*" 

*« Alas !'' isaid the Countess of Derby, <* all this 
generous reasoning may be true ; but it could 
only be listened to by a widowed niother. Self- 
ish as I am, I cannot but reflect that my kins* 
woman has, in all events, the support of an affec- 
tionate Husband — such is the interested reasoning 
to which we are not ashamed to subject our bet*; 
ter feelings.'* . 

" Do not call it so, madam,^ answered Peve- 
ril ; ** think of me but as the younger brother of 
iny kinsman. You have ever done by me the 
duties of a mother ; and have a right to my filial 
service, were it at a risk ten times greater than a 
journey to London, to inquire into the temper of 
tile times. I will instantly go, and announce my 
departure to the Earl.'^ 

" Stay, Julian," said the Countess ; *^ if you 
must make this journey in our behalf,^and, alas, 
1 have not generosity enough to refuse your no- 
•ble pi?offer,"^you must go alone, and without 
communication with Derby. I know him well; 
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his lightness of mind is free from selfish bitse. 
Hess ; and for the world, would he liot suffer you 
to leave Man without his company. And if he 
went with you, your noble and disinterested kind- 
ness would be of no avail — ^you would but share 
his ruin, as the sivimmer who attempts to save a 
drowning man is jftVplved in his fate, if he per- 
mit the sufferer to grapple with him.'' 

** It shall be as ybu plcfase, madam,'*^ said 
Peveril. ^* I am ready to depart upon half art 
hour's notice." 

" This night, then," said the Countess, after 
a momenf 8 pause—" this night I will arrange 
the most secret means of carrying your generous 
project into effect ; for I would not excite that 
prejudice aga'mst you, which will instantly arise,^ 
were it known you had so lately left this island^ 
and its Popish lady. You will do well, perhaps, 
to use a feigned name in London " 
. ** Pardon me, madam/' said Julian ; " I will 
do nothing that can draw on me unnecessary at- 
tention ; but to bear a feigned name, or affect 
any disguise beyond living with extreme privacy,: 
would, I think, be unwise as well as unworthy ^ 
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and what, if ^haDenged, I mi^t find some difi. 
flealty in assigtiing a reason for, ccttsist^nt with 
perfect fairneds of intentions.^ 

•* I believe you are right,** answered the 
Coante<ss, after a moments consideration ; and 
dien added, ^* Yon propose, doubtless, to pass 
thnough Derbyshire, and visit Martindale Gas- 
tie?'' 

<* I should wish it, madam, certainly,** replied 
Peveril, ** did time permit, and circumstanoes 
render it advisable.** 

" Of that,** said the Countess, ** you must 
yourself judge. Dispatch is,- doubtless, defera- 
ble ; on the other hand, Arriving from your own 
£imily-seat, you will be less an object of doubt; 
a^d suspidon, than if you posted up from hence, 
without even visiting your parents. You must be 
guided in this,^n all,— by your own pnidence. 
Go, my dearest son ; for to me you should be 
dear as a son-— go, and prepare for your jour- 
ney. I will get ready some dispatches, and a 
supply of money— Nay, do not object. Am I 
not your mother ; and are you not discharging 
a son's duty ? Dispute not my right of defray- 
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ifig your expenses. Nor is this all ; for, as I 
must trust your zeal and prudence to act in oiur 
behalf when occasion shall demand, I will fur^ 
nish you with effectual retomiiiendadons to our 
fnends and kindred^ entreating sad enjoining 
them to rendar idiatever aid you may require, 
either for your own protection, or the advance- 
ment of what you may propose in our favour,^ 

Peveiil made no ifarther opposition to an ar* 
rangement, which in truth the moderate state of 
his own finances rendered almost indispensable, 
miless with his father'^s assistance; and the Count- 
ess put into his hand bills of exchange, to the 
amount of two hundred pounds, upon a merchant 
in the eiity.' She then dismissed Juliaa for the 
space of an hour ; after which, she sai^^ she 
must again require bis presence. 

The preparations for his journey were not of 
a nature to divert the thoughts which speedily 
pressed on htm. He found that half an bourns 
oonversaticHi had once paore completely changed 
Ms immediate prospects and plans for the future* 
He had offered to the Countess of Derby a ser- 
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vioe^ whkh' her uniform kindness had wdl do* 
served at his hand ; but, by h^ accepting h, he^ 
was upciH the point of being separate fro^l Alice' 
Bridgenorth, ' at a time wh^i ;she was . beootuii^. 
dearer to him than ever, by her ayolral of ma-, 
tuai passion. Her image rose b^ore him, ^uch 
as he had that day pressed her to his bo6<»n— ^ 
her voice was in* his ear, and seemed to ask whe- 
ther he could desert her in the crisis which every 
thing seemed to announce as impending. But 
Juhan Feveri], his youth con»dered, was strict 
in judging his duty, and severely resolved in 
executing it He trusted not his imagination to 
pursue the vision which presented itself; but 
resolutely seizing his pen, wrote to Alice th^ 
following letter, explmning his situation, as far 
as justice to the Countess permitted him to da 
so:-— 

" I leave you, dearest Alice,'' thus ran the 
letter, ^^ 1 leave you ; and though, in doing so, I 
but obey the command you have laid on me, 
yet I can claim little merit for my compliance^ 
since, "^ithout additional and most/orcible re^^ 
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sons in aid of your orders, I fear I sbould have 
been unable to comply with them. But family 
a&irs of importance compd me to absent my* 
setf from this island^ for, I fear, more than one 
^reek. My thoughts, hopes, and wiishes, will be 
on the moment that will restore me to the Black. 
Forty and its. lovely valley. Let me hope that 
yours will sometimes rest on the lonely exile, 
whom nothing could render such, but the com- 
ViJEind of honour and duty. Do not fear that I 
mean to invobre you in a private correspondence, 
and let not your &tber fear it. I could not love 
you IP much, but for the openness and candour 
of your nature ; and I would not that you con« 
cealed from Major Bridgenorth one syllable of 
what I now avow. Respecting other matters, he 
himself cannot desire the welfeure of our common 
country with more zeal than I do. Differences 
may occur concerning the mode in which that is 
to be obtained ; but, in the principle, I am coh« 
vinced there can be only one mind between us ; 
nor c^n I refuse to listen to his experience and 
wisdom, even where they may ultimately fail to 
convince in^. FareweH^— Alice, farewell 1 Much 
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might be added to tliat metoBidM^ wcff^ 
thing tbftt could express the bitterness with wbidi 
itiswrittai. Yet I could trmnscribe it again and 
again, rather than conciude the last communi- 
cation idiidi I catt bare with you for some time. 
Mj sole comfort is> that my stay will scarce be 
so loi^as to permit you tofd^^one who nerer 
can forg^ you.^ 

He held the paper in his hand for a minute 
after he had folded, but bdTore he had sealed it, 
while he hurriedly debated in his own mind 
wfa^her he had not expressed hirasdf towards 
Major Bridgoiorth in so conciliatiiig a manner 
as might excite hopes of proselytism, whidi his 
eonscknce told him he could not realise with ho- 
nour. Yet, on the other hand, he h$A no right, 
from whet Bridgeoorth had said, to ocmclude diat 
thor principles were diametrically irreccmeye-. 
able; for though the eon of ahigh Cavalier, end 
educated in the fisonily of the Cknmtess of Der- 
by, he was himself, upon prindple, an enemy of 
IMrerogative, and a friend to the liberty ci the 
subject. And with such eonadonttons he si- 
l^ioed all internal objections on the point d ho- 
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laour ; although his conspienee secretly whicper. 
ed that these conciliatory expressions towards 
the father were chiefly dictated by the fear, that, 
during his absence, Major Bridgeiiorth might 
be tempted to change the residence of his daugh- 
ter, and perhaps to convey h^ altogether out of 
his readb. 

Having sealed his letter, Julian called his ser- 
vant, and directed him to carry it, under cover 
of one addressed to Mrs Debbitch, to a house in 
the town of Rushen, where packets and mes- 
sages intended for the family at Black-Fort 
were usually deposited ; and for that purpose to 
take horse immediately. He thus got rid of an 
attendant, who might have been in some degree 
a spy on his motions. He then exchanged the 
dress he usually wore, for one more suited to 
travelling ; and having put a change or two of 
linen into a smal] cloak-bag, selected as arms a 
strong double-edged sword and an excellent pair 
of pistols, which last he carefully loaded with 
double buUets. Thus appointed, and with twenty 
pieces in his purse, and the Ulls we have men- 
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tioned secured in a private pbcket-bobk, be was 
in readiness to depart so soon as he should re- 
ceive the Countesses commands. 

The buoyant spirit of youth and hope, which 
hady for a moment, been chilled by the painful and 
dubious drcumstances in which he was placed, 
as well as the deprivation which he yras about 
to undergo, now revived in full vigour. Fancy, 
turning from more painful anticipations, sug« 
gested to him that he was now entering upon 
life, at a crisis when resolution and talents were 
almost certain to make the fortune of their pos-* 
isessor. How could he make a more honourable 
entry on the bustling scene, than sent by, and 
acting in behalf of, one of the noblest houses in 
England; and should he perform what his 
charge might render incumbent with the resolu-* 
tion and the prudence necessary to secure suc«^ 
cess, how many occurrences might take place to 
render his mediation necessary to Bridgenorth ; 
and thus enable him, on the most equal and ho^ 
nourable terms, to establish a chum to his gratis 
tude and to his daughter'^s hand. 
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Whilst he was dwelling on such pleanng, 
though ima^nary prospects, he could not help 
exclaiming aloud — <* Yes, Alice, I will win 
thee nobly!'' The words had scarce escaped 
his lips when he heard at the door of his apart^ 
ment, which the servant had left ajar, a sound 
like a deep sigh, which was instantly succeeded 
by a gentle tap—" Come in," replied Julian, 
somewhat ashamed of his exclamation, and not a 
little afraid that it had been caught up by some 
eves-dropper. — " Come in,^ he again repes^ted ; 
but his command was not obeyed ; on the con« 
trary, the knock was repeated somewhat louder* 
He opened the door^ and Fenella stood before 
him. 

With eyes that seemed red with recent tears, 
and with a look of the deepest dejection, the 
little mute, first touching her bosom, and^beckon- 
ing with her finger, made to him the usual sign 
that the Countess desired to see him,-*then tuiok 
ed, as if to usher him to her apartment. As he 
followed her through the long gloomy vaulted 
passages which afforded communication betwixt 
the various apartments of the castle, be could 
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not but obs^rye ibat ber usiial light trip was ex- 
ehanged fot a tardy and mournful step, whick 
die aiidompanied i^ith low ibarticulate moaHmg^ 
(which she was probably the less able to suppresr^- 
because she could not judge how far it wad au- 
dible^) and also with wringii^ of the haiidsy and 
other marks of extreme affliction. 
. At this imomexit a thought came across Pe- 
TcriTs mind, which, in fsfkte of his better reason, 
made him shudder myoluntaril j. As a Peak»- 
vmsDj and a long leadent in the Isle of Man, he. 
WHS well acquainteSl with maii j a superstitiotts 
legbnd, and pariicolariy with a belief, which at* 
tadied to the powerful family of the Stanley 
for thdr peculiar demon, a Ban-shie, or female 
spirit^ who was wont to shriek, ^^ foreboding evil 
thiiest'** and Who was generally seen weqpii^ and 
faemioanitig hersdf before the de^ of any per« 
aoii of distincuon bdbngi^g to the family. For 
am instant, Julian could scarce direst himself of 
thfebtelief that the watting, gibbeiing form whi<& 
glided before him, with a lamp in her htod,. was 
the geifius of Usf mother's iiiee» ooide to amuwnce 
to him his predestined doom. It iaitaiitly oc- 
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curred to him, as an analogous reflection, that if 
the suspicion which had crossed his mind con- 
cerning FeneUa was a just one, her ill-fated at- 
tachment to him, like that of the prophetic spi- 
rit to his family, could hode nothing but disas- 
ter, and lamentation, Und woe. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Now, hoist the anchor, mates— and let the sails 
Give their broad bosom to the boxom wind. 
Like lass that wooes a lorer. 

Anonymous, 

The presence of the Countess dispelled the 
superstitious feeling, which, for an instant, had 
encroached on Julianas imagination, and com^ 
pelled him to give attention to the matters of 
ordinary life. ** Here are your credentials," she 
said, giving him a small packet carefully put up 
in a seal-skin cover ; ^^ you had better not open 
them till you come to London. You must not 
be surprised to find that there are one or two ad- 
dressed to men of my own persuasion. These, 
for all our sakes, you will observe caution in 
delivering." 

" I go yo^ir messenger, madam," said Pe- 
veril ; *' and whatever you desire me to charge 
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myself with, of that I undertake the care. Yet 
allow me to doubt whether an intercourse with 
Catholics will at this moment forward the pur- 
poses of my mission.*" 

<^ You have caught the general suspicion of this 
wicked sect already,^ said the Countess, smiling, 
<f and are the fitter to go amongst Englishmen 
in their present mood. But, my cautious friend, 
&kese letters are so addressed, and the persons to 
whom they are addressed so disguised, that you 
will run no danger in conversing with them. 
Without their aid, indeed, you will not be able 
to obt£un the accurate information you go to 
seek* None can tell so exactly how the wind 
sets^ as the pilot whose vessel is exposed to the 
storm. Besides, though you Protestants deny 
our priesthood the harmlessness of the dove, 
you are ready enough to allow us a fliH share of 
the wisdom, of the serpent ;<^-4n plain terms, 
their means of information are extensive, and 
they are not deficient in the power of applying 
it. I therefore wish you to have the benefit of 
thar intelligence and advice, if possibkr^ 
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<< Whatever you impose onme asapartof mj 
duty, madam, rely on its being discharged punc- 
tually,'* answered Peveril. " And now, as there 
is little use in deferring execution of a purpose 
when once fixed, let me know your ladyship^s 
wishes concerning my departure.^ 

^' It must be sudden and secret," said the 
Countess ; '' the island is full of spies ; and I 
would not wish that any of them should have no- 
tice that an envoy of mine was about to leave 
Man for London.— Can you be ready ta go on 
board to-morrow- B" 

" To-night — ^this instant if you wiU,** ssud Ju- 
lian,—** my little preparations are complete.'* 

^^ Be ready, then, in your chamber, at two 
hours after midnight I wUl send one to sununon 
you, for our secret must be communicated, for 
the. present, to as few as pos^ble. A foragn 
sloop is engaged to carry you over ; then make 
the best of your way to London, by Martindale 
Castle or otherwise, as you find most advisable. 
When it is necessary to announce your absence, 
I will say you are gone to see your parents. But 
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Stay— your jouraey will be on horseback, of 
course, frcmi Whitehaven. You have bills of ex- 
change, it is true ; but are you provided with 
ready money to furnish yourself with a good 
horse ?" 

*^ I am sufficiently richy madam,^ answ^ed 
Julian ; " and good nags are plenty in Cumber^ 
land. There are those among them who know 
how to come by them good and cheap.^ 

«( Trust not to that/^ said the Countess. 
<< Here is what will purchase for you the best 
horse on the Border8.»Can you be simple enough 
to refuse it P^ she added, 'as she pressed on him 
a heavy purse, which he saw himself obliged to 
accept! 

^' A good horse) Julian,^ said the Countess, 
<^ and a good sword, next to a good hemrt and 
head, are the accomplishments of a cavalier.^ 

^^ I kiss your hands, then, madam,^ said Fe« 
veril, "and humbly beg you to believe, thatwhat- 
ever may fail in my present undertaking, my pur- 
pose to serve you, my noble kinswoman and be- 
nefactresS) can at least never swerve or faulter.'^^ 
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<^ I know it, my son, I know it ; and may God 
forgive me if my anidety for your friend has 
sent you on dangers which should have been 
his. Go^go— -May saints and angels bless you. 
Fenella shall acquaint him that you sup in your 
own apartment So indeed will I ; for to-night I 
should be unable to face my son^s looks. Little 
will he thank me for sencfing you on his errand ; 
and there will be many to ask whether it was like 
the Lady of Latham to thrust her finend's son on 
the danger which i^uld have been found by her 
own. But 0> Julian^ I am now a forlorn widow, 
whom- sonow has made selfish.^ 

^^ Tush, madam,^ answ^ed Peveril ; ^< it. is 
more unlike the Lady of Latham to anticipate 
dangers which may not exist at all, and to which, 
if they do indeed occur, I am less obnoxious 
than my noble kinsman. Farewell! AllUesangs 
attend you^ mada&u ComoMkl me to Derby, 
and make him my excuses, I will expect a sum- 
mens at two hours after midnight^ 

They took an affectionate leave of each other ; 
the more affectionate^ indeed, on the part of the 
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Countess, tkat slie could not entirely reooocUe 
her generous mind to expoi»ng Feverilto daag^ 
on her son^s behalf; aad Julian betook himself 
to his solitaiy apartment. 

His senraat soon afterwards bixMight him wint 
and refre^ntoits ; to which, notwithotandiDg the 
various matters he had to occupy his mind, he 
contrired to do reasonable justice. But when 
this needful occupation was finiriied, his thoughts 
began to stream in upon him like a troubled tide 
»«-recaUii^ at once the past, and anticipating the 
future. It was in vaiii that he wrapped himself 
in his riding doak, and, lying down on his bed^ 
endeavoured to compose himself to deep. The 
uncertainty of the prospect before hinu-ipdie doublt 
<how Bridgenorth in^ht dispose of his daughter 
during his absenc&-*^e fear that the Majier him- 
aelf might fall into the power of the vindictive 
'Countess, besides a numerous train of vi^gue and 
lialf-^ormed apprehensions, agitated Us blood, 
and rendered ahimbor impossible. Ahtmatdjf 
to recline in the old oaken eas^^air, and listen 
ix> the dashing of the waves under the windows, 
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mingled, as the sound wafi, with the scream of the 
sea-birds ; or to traverse the apartment with long 
and slow steps, pausing occasionally to look 
out on the sea, slumbering under the influence 
of a full moon, which tipped each wave with 
silver«*such were the only pastimes he could in- 
rent, until midnight had past for one hour, when 
the next was wasted in anxious expectation of the 
fiummons of departure. 

At length it arrived-— a tap at his door was 
followed by a low murmur, which made him 
suspect that the Countess had again employ. 
ed her mute attendant as the most secure mi- 
nister of her pleasure on this occasion. He 
felt something like impropriety in this selection ; 
and it was with a feeling of impatience alien to 
the natural generosity of his temper, that, when 
he opened the door, he beheld the dumb maiden 
standing before him. The lamp which he held 
in his hand shewed his features distinctly, and 
probably made Fenella aware of the expression 
which animated them. She cast her large dark 
eyes mournfully on the ground ; and, without 
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again looking him in the face, made him a sig. 
nal to ^follow her. He delayed no longer than 
was necessary to secure his pistols in his belt, 
wrap his cloak closer around him, and take his 
small portmantle under his arm. Thus accou- 
tred, he followed her out of the Keep, or inha* 
bited part of the Castle, Sby a series of obscure 
passages leading to a postern gate, which she 
unlocked with a key, selected ' from a bundle 
which she carried at her girdle. 

They now stood in the castle-yard, in the open 
moonlight, which glimmered white and ghastly 
on the variety of strange and ruinous objects to 
which we have formerly alluded, and which gave 
the scene rather the appearance of some ancient 
cemetery, than of the interior of a fortification. 
The rdund and elevated tower— the ancient 
mount, with its quadrangular sides facing the 
ruinous edifices which once boasted the name of 
Cathedral — ^seemed of yet more antique and ano« 
malous form, when seen by the pale light which 
Qow displayed them. To one of those churches 
Fenella took the direct course, and was follow- 
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ed by Julian ; although he at once divined, and 
wtts supentitious enough to dislike, the path 
which she was about to adopt. It was by a se- 
cret passage throu^ this church, that in fbnner 
times the guard«>rocAi of the garrison, dtuated at 
die lower and external defences, ccHnmumcated 
with the Keep of the Castle ; and through this 
passage were th^ keys of the Castle every night 
carried to the €rov^nor'*s apartment, so soon as 
the gates were locked, and the watdi set. The 
custom was given up in James the I^t^s time, 
and the passage abandoned, on account <^ the 
well-known legend of the Manthe Doff-"^ fiend, 
or demon, in the lAape of a large, shaggy, black 
mastiff, by which the church was haunted. It 
was devoutly believed, that in former times this 
spectre became so familiar with maxddiid, as to 
iqppear almost nightly in the guard-room, issu*- 
mg from the passe^e which we have mentioned 
at night, and retiring to it at day<^break. The 
scddiers became partly familiarized to its pre- 
sence ; yet not so much so as to tise any licence 
of language wfaUe the apparition was visible; 
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u&di one'feUow, rendered daring by iiiioxicati6ii| 
swore he would know whethei: it was dog <xt 
devil, and, widi his drawn sword, follow^ the 
q)ectre when it repeated by the usual passage^ 
The mah r^umed in a few minutes, sobered by 
terroTf his mouth gaping, and his hdr standing 
on end ; but, unhappily for the lovers <^ the 
marvellous, altogether unable to disclose the hor- 
rors wfaidi he had seen. Under the evil repute 
arising from this tale of wonder, the guard-room 
was abandoned, and a new one 'oonstructed. In 
like manner, the guards after that period held 
another and more circuitous conimunication mtk 
Ifae Governor or Seneschal of the Castle ; and 
diat which lay through the ruinous church was 
entirely abandoned. 

In defiance of the legendary terrors which 
jUradition had attached to the original communi* 
cation, Fenelk, followed by Pevml, now boldly 
!traversed the ruinotts vaults through whk^ k 
lay-— sometimes only guided over heaps of ruins 
by the precanous %ht of the lamp borne by the 
dumb niaiden«<HNMiiettmes havii^the advantage 
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of a gleam of moonlight, darting into the dreary 
abyss through the shafted windows, or through 
breaches made by time. As the path was by no 
means a straight one, Peveril could not but ad- 
mire the intimate acquaintance with the mazes 
which his singular compamon displayed, as well 
as the bddness with which she traversed them. 
He himself was not so utterly void of the preju- 
dices of the times, but what be contemplated, 
with some apprehension, the possibility of their 
intruding on the lair of the phantom-hound, of 
whom he had heard so often ; and in every re- 
mote sigh of the breeze among the ruins, he 
thought he heard him baying at the mortal 
footsteps which disturbed his gloomy realm. No 
such terrors, however, interrupted their jour- 
ney ; and in the course of a few minutes, they 
attained the deserted and now ruinous guard- 
house. The broken walls of the little edifice 
served to conceal them from the centinels, one 
of whom was keeping a drowsy watch at the 
lower gate of the Castle ; whilst another, seated 
on the stone steps which communicated with the 
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parapet of the bounding and exterior wall, was 
slumbering, in full security, with his musket 
peacefully grounded by his side. Fenella made 
a sign to Peveril to move with silence and cau- 
tion, and then shewed him, to his surprise, from 
the window of the deserted guard-room, a boat, 
for it was now high water, with four rowers, 
lurking under the cliff on which the Castle was 
built ; and made him farther sensible, that he 
was to have access to it by a ladder of consider- 
able height placed at the window of the ruin. 

Julian was both displeased and alarmed by 
the security and carelessness of the centinels, 
who had suffered such preparations to be made 
without observation or alarm given ; ancl he he- 
sitated wldether he should not call the officer of 
the guard, upbraid him with negligence, and 
shew him how easily Holm-Peel, in spite of its 
natural strength, and although reported impreg- 
nable, might be surprised by a few resolute men. 
Fenella seemed to guess his thoughts with that 
extreme acuteness of observation which her de- 
privations had occasioned her acquiring. She 
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laid one hand on his ami) and a finger of the 
other on her own lips, as if to enjoin forbear- 
ance ; and Julian, knowing that she acted by 
the direct authority of the Countess, obeyed her 
accordingly ; but with the internal resolution to 
lose no time in communicating bis sentiments 
to the Earl, concerning the danger to whidi the 
Castle was exposed on this point 

In the meantime, he descended the laddear with 
some precaution, for the st^ were unequal, 
broken, wet, and slippery; and having placed him- 
self in the' stem of the boat, made a Bgnal to the 
m^i to push off, and turned to take farewell of hii 
guide. To his utter astonishment, Fenella rather 
slid down, dian descesided regularly, the parit 
ous ladder ; and the boat being already push- 
ed off, made a spring from the last step of k 
with incredible agiFity, and seated herself beside 
I'everil, ere he could express either remonstrance 
or surprise. He commanded the men once more 
to pull in to the precarious landing-piaoe ; and 
throwing into Ins oountenaaoe a part of the dis- 
pleasure which he really felt, ^Mleavoured to 
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make her comprehend the necessity of returning 
to her mistress. Fenella folded her arms, and 
looked at him with a haughty smile, which com- 
plctely expressed the determination of her pur- 
pose. Peveril was extremely embarrassed ; he 
was afraid of offending the Countess, and inter- 
fering with her plan, by giving alarm, which 
othennse he was much tempted to have done. 
On Penella, it wa« evident, no species of argu- 
ment which he could employ was like to make 
the least impression ; and the question remain- 
ed, how, if she went on with him, he was to rid 
himself of so singular and inconvenient a com- 
panion, and provide, at the same time, sufficient- 
ly for her personal security. 

The boatmen brought the matter to a dedsion ; 
for, after laying on their oars for a minute, and 
whispering among themselves in Low Dutch or 
German, they began to pull stoutly, and were soon 
at some distance from the Castle. The possibility 
of the centinels sending a musket-ball, or even a 
canncm-shot, after them, was one of the contin- 
gencies which gave Peveril momentary anxiety; 
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but they left the fortress, as they must have ap. 
proached it, unnoticed, or at least unchallenged 
— a carelessness on the part of the garrison, 
which, notwithstanding that the oars were muf- 
fled, and that the men spoke little, and in whis- 
pers, argued, in Peveril'^s opinion, great negli* 
gence on the part of the centinels. When they 
were a little way from the Castle, the men began 
to row briskly towards a small vessel which lay 
at some distance. Peveril had, in the meantime, 
leisure to remark, that the boatmen spoke to 
each other doubtfully, and bent anxious looks on 
Fenella, as if doubtful whether they had acted 
properly in bringing her off. 

After about a quarter of an hour's rowing, 
they reached the little sloop, where Peveril was 
received by the skipper, or captsdn, on the quar- 
ter-deck, with offer of spirits or refreshment. A 
word or two among the seamen withdrew the 
captidn from his hospitable cares, and he flew to 
the ship's side, apparently to prevent Fenella 
from entering the vessel. The men and he talked 
eagerly in Dutch, looking anxiously at Fenella 
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as they spoke together ; and Peveril hoped the 
result would be, that the poor young woman 
should be sent ashore again. But she baffled 
whatever opposition could be opposed to her; 
and when the accommodation-ladder, as it is 
called, was withdrawn, snatched the end of a 
rope, and climbed on board with the dexterity 
of a sailor, leaving them no' means of prevent- 
ing her entrance, save by actual violence, to 
which apparently they did not chuse to have 
recourse. Once on deck, she took the captain 
by the sleeve, and led him to the head of the 
vessel, where they seemed to hold intercourse 
in a manner intelligible to botb. 

Peveril soon forgot the presence of the mute, as 
he began to muse upon his own situation, and the 
probability that he was separated for some con- 
siderable time from the object of his a£Pections. 
^^ Constancy," he repeated to himself, — " Con- 
stancy.'' And, as if in coincidence with the theme 
of his reflections, he fixed his eyes on the polar 
star, which that night twinkled with more than 
ordinary brilliancy. Emblem of pure passion and 
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steady parpose— the thoughts which arose as he 
viewed its dear and unchanging light, were dis- 
interested and noble* To seek his country^s wel* 
fare, and secure the blessings of domestic peace 
—to discharge a bold and perilous duty to his 
friend and patron — ^to regard his passion for Alice 
Biidgenorth, as the load-star which was to guide 
him to noble deeds — were the resolutions which 
thronged upcm his mind, and which exalted his 
spirits to that state of romantic melancholy, which 
perhaps is ill-exchanged even for feelings of joy- 
ful rapture. 

He was recalled from these contemplations by 
something which nestled itself softly and closely 
to his side— a woman^s sigh sounded so near him, 
as to disturb his reverie ; and as he turned his 
head, he saw Fenella seated beside him, with her 
eyes fixed on the same star which had just occu- 
pied his own. His first emotion was that of dis- 
pleasure ; but it was impossible to persevere in it, 
towards a being so helpless in many respects, so 
int^esting in others ; whose large dark eyes were 

filled with dew, which glisteoed in the moon« 
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light ; and the source of whose emotions seemed 
to be in a partiality which might well claim in- 
dulgence, at least from him, who was the object 
of it. At the same time, Julian resolved to seize 
the present opportunity, for such expostulation 
with Fenella on the strangeness of her conduct, 
as the poor maiden might be able to comprehend. 
He took her hand with great kindness, but at 
the same time with much gravity, pointed to the 
boat, and to the Castle, whose towers and ex- 
tended walls were now scarce visible in the dis- 
tance ; and thus intimated to her the necessity of 
her return to Holm-Peel. She looked down, and 
shook her head, as if negativing his proposal with 
obstinate decision. Julian renewed his expostu- 
lation by look and gesture— pointed to his own 
heart, to intimate the Countess — and bent his 
brows, to shew. the displeasure which she must 
entertain. To all which, the maiden only answer- 
ed by her tears. 

At length, as if driven to explanation by his 
continued remonstrances, she suddenly seized him 
by the arm, to arrest his attention— n^ast her eye 
hastily around, as if to see whether she was 
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watched by any one— then drew the other band, 
edge ways, aeross her slender throatr-rrpointed to 
the boat, and to the Castle, and nodded. 

On this series of rigns, Feveril could put no 
interpretation, excepting that he was menaced 
with some perscnal danger, from which Fenella 
seemed to conceive that her presence was a pro- 
tection. Whatever was her meaning, her pur* 
pose seemed unalterably adopted ; at least, it was 
plmn he had no power to shake it. He must 
therefore wait till the end of thdr short voyage, 
to disembarrass himself of his companion ; and, 
in the meanwhile, acting on the idea of her ha- 
ving harboured a mi^laoed attachment to him, 
he thought he should best consult her interest, 
and his own character, in keeping at as great a 
distance from her as drcumstances admitted. 
With this purpose, he made the ngn she used for 
going to sleep, by leaning his head on his palm ; 
and having thus recommended to her to go to 
rest, he himself desired to be conducted to his 
birth. 

The ci^tain readily shewed him a hammock in 
the after-cabin, into which he threw himself, to 
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9eek that repose wUck the exercise and agitation 
of the preceding day, as well as the lateness of the 
hour, made him now feel desirable. Sleep, deep 
and heavy, sunk down on him in a few minutes, 
but it did not endure long. In his sleep he 
was disturbed by female dies ; and at length, as 
he thought, distinctly heard the vcnce of Alice 
Bridgenorth call on his name. 

He awoke, and starting up to quit his bed, be- 
came sensible, from the motion of the vessel, and 
the swinging of the hammock, that his dream had 
deceived him. He was still startled by its extreme 
vivacity and liveliness. ^^ Julian Peveril, hdp ! 
Julian Peveril !" The sounds still rung in his ears 
—the accents were those of Alice— and he could 
scarce persuade himself that his imagination had 
deceived him. Could she be in the same vessel ? 
The thought was not altogether inconnstent with 
her father^s character, and the intrigues in which 
he was engaged ; but, then, if so, to what peril was 
she exposed, that she invoked his name so loudly ? 

Detemuned to make instant inquiry^ he jump- 
ed out of his hammock, half-dressed as he was, 
and stumbling about the little calnn, which was as 
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dark as pitch, at length, with considerable diffi, 
culty, reached the door. The door, however, he 
was altogether unable to open ; and was obliged 
to call loudly to the watch upon deck. The 
skipper, or captain, as he wa^ called, being the 
only person aboard who could speak Englbh, 
answered to the summons, and replied to Peve- 
ril'^s demand, what noise that was ?— that a boat 
was going off with the young woman*— that she 
whimpered a little as she left the vessel — and 
*< dat vaas all.'* 

This explanation satisfied Julian, who thought 
it probable that some degree of violence might 
have been absolutely necessary to remove Fe- 
nella ; and although be rejoiced not to have wit- 
nessed it, he could not feel sorry that such had 
been employed. Her pertinacious desire to con- 
tinue on board, and the difficulty of freeing him- 
self when he should come ashore from so singu- 
lar a companion, had given him a good deal of 
anxiety on the preceding nightji which he now 
saw removed by this bold stroke of the captain. 

His dream was thus fully explidned. F.ancy 
had caught up the inarticulate and vehement cries 
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with which Fenella was wont to express resist- 
ance or displeasure-— had coined them into lan- 
guage, and given them the accents of Alice 
B ridgenorth. Our imagination plays wilder tricks 
with us almost every night. 

The captain now undid the door, and appear- 
ed with a lantern ; without the lud of which, Pe- 
veril could scarce have regained his couch, where 
he now slumbered secure and soond, until day 
was far advanced, and the invitation of the cap- 
tain called him up to breakfast. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 



Now, what It this that haunts me like my shadow, 
Frisking and mumming like an df in moonlight ? 

Ben JoirsoK. 



Pevebil found the master of the vessel ra- 
ther less rude than those in his station of life 
usually are, and received from him full satisfac- 
tion concerning the fate of Fenella, upon whom 
the captain bestowed a hearty curse, for obliging 
him to lay-to until he had sent his boat ashore, 
and had her back again. 

" I hope,'^ said Peveril, ** no violence was ne- 
cessary to reconcile her to go ashore ? I trust she 
offered no foolish resistance ?^ 

^^ Besbt ! mein Grott,^ said the captain, '< she 
did reast like a troop of horse— Hshe did cry, you 
might hear her at Whitehaven — she did go up 
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the rig^Dg like a cat up a chinmey ; but dat vas 
^n trick of her old trada^ 

^' What trade do you meaD i^ said Peveril. 

" O,^ said the seaman, ^^ I vas know more about 
her than you, Meinheer. I vas know that she was 
a little, very little girl, and prentice to one seil- 
tanzer, when my lady yonder had the good luck 
to buy her.** 

<^ A sciltanzer,^ said Peveril ; ^^ what do you 
mean by that ?" 

** I mean a rope-danzer, a mountebank, a 
Hans pickel-harring. I vas know Adrian Br^kel 
veil— he sell de powders dat empty men'^s sto- 
mach, and fill him^s own purse. Not know Adrian 
Brackel, mein Gott! I have smoked many a 
pound of tabak with hinu^ 

Peveril now remembered that Fenella had been 
brought into the family when he and the young 
Earl were in England, and while the Countess 
was absent on an expedition to the continent 
Where the Countess found her, die never eaa^ 
municated to the young men; but only inti- 
mated, that she had received her out of compas- 
sion, in order to relieve her from a situation of 
extreme distress. 
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He hinted so much to the oovununicative sea- 
man, who replied, *^ that for distress he knew 
nochts on\; only, that Adrian Brackel beat her 
when she would not dance on the rope, and starved 
her when she did, to preyent her growth. The bar- 
gain between the Countess and the mountebank, 
he said, he had made himself ; because the Count- 
ess had hired his brig upon her expedition to the 
continent None else knew where she came from* 
The Countess had seen her on a pubhc ftage 
at Ostend — compassionated her helpless situa- 
tion, and the severe treatment she recdved — and 
had employed him to purchase the poor creature 
from her master, and charged him with silence 
towards all her retinue. *' And so I do keep a- 
lenoe,^ continued the faithful confidant, ^' van I 
am in the havens of Man ; but when I am on the 
broad seas» den my tongue is mine own, you 
know. Die fooUsh beoples in the island, they 
say she is a wechsel-balg — ^what you call a fairy, 
elf changeling. My faith, they do not never 
have seen ein wechsel-balg ; for I saw one myself 
at Cologne, and it was twice as big as yond^ 
girl, and did break the poor people, with eating 
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them up, like de great big cuckoo in the spar^ 
row'^s nest ; but this Venella eat no more than 
other girls — ^it was no wechsel-balg in the world.'" 
By a different train of reasoning, Julian had 
arrived at the same conclusion ; in which, there- 
fore, he heartily acquiesced. During the sea- 
man^s prosing, he was reflecting within himself, 
how much of the singular flexibility of her limbs 
and movements the unfortunate girl must have 
derived from the discipline and instructions of 
Adrian Brackel; and also how far the germs 
of her wilful and capricious pasdons might have 
been sown during her wandering and adven- 
turous childhood. Aristocratic, also, as his edu- 
cation had been, these anecdotes respecting Fe- 
nella'^s original situation and education, rather 
increased his pleasure at having shaken off her 
company ; and yet he still felt desirous to know 
any further particulars which the seaman could 
communicate on the same subject. But he had 
already told all he knew. Of her parents he 
knew nothing, except that *^ her father must have 
been a damned hundsfoot, and a schelm, for 9ell- 
ing his own flesh and blood to Adrian Brackel C 

12 
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for by such a transaction had the mountebank 
become possessed of his pupil. 

This conversation tended to remove any pass- 
ing doubts which might have crept on PeveriPs 
mind concerning the fidelity of the master of the 
vessel, who appeared from thence to have been 
a former acquaintance of the Countess, and to 
have enjoyed some share of her confidence. The 
threatening motion used by Fenella, he no longer 
considered as worthy of any notice, excepting 
as a new mark of the irritability of her temper. 

He amused himself with walking the deck, and 
musing on his past and future prospects, until 
his attention was fordbly arrested by the wind, 
which began to rise in gusts from the north-west, 
in a manner so unfavourable to the course they 
intended to hold, that the master, after many ef« 
forts to beat against it, declared his bark, which 
was by no means an excellent sea^^boat, was un- 
equal to making Whitehaven; and that he was 
compelled to make a fair wind of it, and run for 
Liverpool. To this course, Peveril did not ob- 
ject. It saved him some land journey, in case 
he visited his father'^s castle ; and the Counte88i*s 

10 
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oommlsslon would be discharged as eiflfectually 
the oi)e way as the other. 

The vessel was put, accordingly, before the 
wind, and ran with great steadiness and velo- 
city. The captain, notwithstanding, pleading 
some nautical hazards, chose to lay off, and did 
not attempt the mouth of the Mersey until 
morning, when Peveril had at length the sads- 
faction of being landed upon the quay of Liver- 
pool, which even then shewed symptoms of the 
commerdal prosperity that has since been car- 
ried to such a height. ^ 

The master, who was well acquainted with 
the port, pointed out to Julian a decent place of 
entertainment, chiefly frequented by sea^faring 
people ; for, although he had been in the town 
formerly, he did not think it proper to go any 
where at present where he might have been un^ 
necessarily recognized. Here he took leave of 
the seaman, after pressing upon him with diffi- 
culty a small present for his crew. As for his 
passage, the captain declined any recompence 
whatsoever; and they parted upon the most 
civil terms. 
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The inn to which he was tecommeiided was 
full of strangers, seamen, and mercantile people, 
all intent upon their own affairs, and discussing 
them with noise and eagerness, peculiar to the 
business of a thriving sea-port. But although 
the general clamour of the public room, in which 
the guests mixed with each other, related chief- 
ly to their own commercial dealings, there was a 
general theme mingling with them, which was 
alike common and interesting to all; so that, 
amidst disputes about freight, tonnage, demur- 
rage, and such like, were heard the emphatic 
6ounds of '^ Deep, damnable, accursed plot,^^— 
** Bloody Papist villains," — " The King in dan* 
ger-— the gallows too good for them," and so 
forth. 

The fermentation excited in London had plain- 
ly reached even this remote sea-port, and was 
received by the inhabitants with the peculiar 
stormy energy which invests men in their situation 
with the character of the winds and waves with 
which they are chiefly conversant. The commer- 
cial and nautical interests of England were indeed 
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particularly anti-catholic ; although it is not, per^ 
haps, easy to give any distinct reason why they 
should be so, nnce theological disputes in ge* 
neral could scarce be considered as interesting 
to them. But zeal, amongst the lower orders at 
least, is often in an inverse ratio to knowledge ; 
and sailors were not probably the less earnest 
and devoted Protestants, that they did not un- 
derstand the controversy between the churches* 
As for the merchants, they were almost neces. 
sarily inimical to the gentry of Lancashire and 
Cheshire ; many of whom still ret£uned the faith 
of Borne, which was rendered ten times more 
odious to the men of commerce, as the badge of 
their haughty aristocratic neighbours. 

From the little which Peveril heard of the 
sentiments of the people of Liverpool, he ima- 
gined he should act most prudently in leaving 
the place as soon as possible, and before any 
suspicion should arise of his having any con- 
nexion with the party which appeared to have 
become so obnoxious. 

In order to accomplish his journey, it was 
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first necessary that he should purchase a horse ; 
and for this purpose he resolved to have ie« 
course to the stables of a dealer well-known at 
Uie time^ and who dwelt in the outskirts of the 
place; and having obtained directions to his 
dwelling, he went tfaitiier to provide himself. 

Joe Bridlesley^s stables exhilnted a large choice 
of good horses ; for that trade was formerly moxB 
generaUy active than at present It was an or- 
dinary thing for a stranger to buy a horse lor 
the purpose of a single journey, and to sdl him, 
as well as he could, when he had reached the 
point of his destination ; and hence there was a 
constant demand, and a correq)onding supply; 
upon both of which, Bridlesley, and those of his 
trade, contrived, doubtiess, to make handsome 
profits. 

Julian, who was no despicable horsejockey, 
selected for his purpose a strong weU-made horse^ 
about sixteen hands high, and had him led into 
the yard, to see whether his paces corresponded 
with his appearance. As these also gave perfect 
satisfaction to the customer, it remained only to 
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settle the price with Bridledey ; who of course 
swore his customer bad pitched upon the best 
horse ever darkened the stable-door, since he had 
dealt that way ; that no such horses were to be 
had now-a^ays, for that the mares were dead 
that foaled them ; and having named a corre^ 
spondiog price, the usual haggling commenced 
betwixt the seller and purchaser, for adjustment 
of what the French dealers call le priwjttste. 

The reader, if he is at all acquainted with 
this sort of traffic, well knows it is generally a 
keen encounter of wits, and attracts the notice 
of all the idlers within heanng, who are usual- 
ly very ready to offer their opinions, or their 
evidence. Amongst these, upon the present oc- 
casion, was a thin man, rather less than the or- 
dinary size, and meanly dressed ; but whose in- 
terference was in a confident tone, and such as 
shewed himself master of the subject on which 
he spoke. The price of the horse being settled 
to about fifteen pounds, which was very high for 
the period, that of the saddle and bridle had 
next to be adjusted, and the thin mean-looking 
person before-mentioned, found nearly as much 
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to say on this subject as on the other. As bis 
remarks had a conciliating and obliging tendency 
towards the stranger, Feveril concluded he was 
one of those idle persons, who, unable or un- 
willing to supply themselves with means of in- 
dulgence at their own cost, are not unwilling to 
deserve them at the hands of others, by a little 
officious complaisance ; and considering that he 
might acquire some useful information from such 
a person, was just about to ofiPer him the cour- 
tesy of a morning draught, when he observed he 
had suddenly left the yard. He had scarce re- 
marked this circumstance, before a party of cus- 
tomers entered the place, whose haughty as- 
sumption of importance claimed the instant aU 
tention of Bridlesley , and all his militia of grooms 
and stable-boys. 

" Three good horses,^ said the leader of the 
party, a tall bulky man, whose breath was drawn 
full and high, under a consciousness of fat, and 
of importance — " three good and able-bodied 
horses, for the service of the Commons of Eng- 
land.'* 

Bridlesley said he had some horses which 
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might serve the Speaker himself at need ; but 
that, to speak Christian truth, he had just sold 
the best in his stable to that gentleman present, 
who, doubtless, would give up the barg«un if the 
horse was needed for the service of the state. 
. ** You speak well, friend,^ said the important 
personage ; and advancing to Julian, demanded, 
in a very haughty tone, the surrender of the pur- 
chase which he had just made. 

Peveril, with some difficulty, subdued the 
strong deare which he felt to return a round re- 
fusal to so unreasonable a request, but fortu^ 
nately, recollecting that the situation in which 
he at present stood, required, on his part, much 
circumspection, he replied simply, that upon 
shewing him any warrant to seize upon horses 
for the public service, he must of course submit 
to resign his purchase. 

The man, with an air of extreme dignity, pull- 
ed from his pocket, and thrust into Peveril's 
hands, a warrant, subscribed by the Speaker of 
the House of Commons, empowering Charles 
Topham, their officer of the Black Rod, to pur- 

VOL. II. o 



Digitized 



by Google 



210 PEVERIL OF THE PEAK. 

sue and seize upon the persons of certain indivi* 
duals named in the warrant ; and of all other per- 
sons who are, or should be, accused by compe-^ 
tent witnesses, of being accessory to, or favourers 
of, the hellish and damnable Popish Plot, at pre- 
sent carried on within the bowels of the king- 
dom ; and chai^ng all men, as tjiey loved their 
allegiance, to render the said Charles Tc^am 
their readiest and most effective as^stance, in ex- 
ecution of the duty entrusted to his care. 

On perusing a document of such weighty im- 
port,, Julian had no hesitation to give up his horse 
tO'tibis formidable functioncu^y ; whom somebody 
compared to a lion, which, as the House of Com^ 
mons was pleased to maintain such an animal, 
they were under the necessity of providing.for by 
frequent commitments ; until " take him^ Top^ 
ham^'^ became a proverb, and a formidable one, 
in the mouth of the public. 

The acquiescence of Peveril procured him some 
grace in the sight of the emissary ; who, before 
selecting two horses for his attendants, gave per- 
mission to the strfuiger to purchase a.grey horse, 
much inferior, indeed, to that which he had re- 
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signed, both in fonn and in action, but very lit- 
tle lower in price, as Mr Bridk^ley, immediately 
on learning the demand for b€n:ses upon the part 
of the Commons of England, h4d passed a pri- 
vate rescJiition in his own mind, augmenting the 
price of his whole stud, by an imposition of at 
least twenty per cent, ad valorem. 

Peveril adjusted and paid the price with much 
less argument than on the former occasion ; for, 
to be plain with the reader, he had noticed in the 
warrant of Mr Topham, the name of his fa|hec, 
Sir Geoffrey Peveril of Martindale Castle, eur 
grossed at full length, as one of those subjected 
to arrest by that officer. 

When aware of this material fact, it became 
Julianas business to leave Liverpool directly, and 
carry the alarm to Derbyshire^ if, indeed, Mr 
Topham had not already executed his charge 
in that country, which he thought unlil^ely, as it 
was probable they would conunence by securing 
those who lived nearest to the sea-ports^ A word 
or two which he overheard, strengthened his 
hopes. 

"And hark ye, friend,'' said Mr ToPham; 
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^* you will hare the horses at the door of Mr 
Shcnrtell, the meroer, in two hours, as we shall r&- 
'fre^h oursdves there with a cooL ta&kazxl, and 
learn what folks live in the neighbourhood that 
maybeconoanedinmywaj* And you will pleaife 
to hare that saddle paidlded, for I am told the Der- 
byshire roads ite rough. AndyoUyCaptmnDan- 
gerfield, and Master Eyerett, you must put on 
your Protestant spectacles, and shew me where 
lliereisthe shadowof apiiest,orof apriest^sfa- 
Tourer ; for I am come down with a Inroom m 
my cap to sweep this north country of such like 
cattle.'' 

One of the persons he thus addressed^ who 
wore the garb of a brcAoi-down citizen, only an- 
swered, " Ay, truly. Master Topham, it is time 
to purge the gium^.^. 

The other, who had a formidable pair of whis- 
kers, a red nose, and a tarnished laced coat, to- 
gether with a hat of PistoFs dimensions, was more 
loquacious. <^ I take it on my damnation,^ said 
this zealous Plotestant witness, ^' that I will dis- 
cover the marks of the beast on every one of 
them betwixt sixteen and seventy, as plainly as 
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if they had crossed themselves with ink, instead 
of holy water. Since we have a King willing to 
do justice, and a House of Commons to uphold 
prosecutions, why, damn me, the cause must not 
stand still for lack of evidence.^ 

*^ Stick to that, noble captain,^ answered the 
officer ; " but, prithee, reserve thy oaths for the 
court of justice ; it is but sheer waste to throw 
them away, as you do, in your ordinary conver- 
sation,^ 

** Fear you nothing. Master Topham,'' an« 
swered Dangerfield ; ^' it is right to keep ^man^s 
gifts in use ; and were I altogether to renounce 
oaths in my private discourse, how should I 
know how to use one when I needed it ? But you 
hear me use none of your Papist abjurations. I 
swear not by the Mass, or before George, or by 
any thing that belongs to idolatry; but suck 
downright oaths as may serve a poor Protestant 
gentleman, who would fmn serve Heaven and 
the King." 

" Bravely spoken, most noble Festus,'' said 
his yoke-fellow. << But do not suppose, that al- 
though I do not use to garnish my words with 
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oaths but of season, that I will be wanting, when 
called upon, to declare the height and the depth, 
the width and the length, of this hellish plot 
against the King and the Protestant fiuth.'^ 

Dizzy, and almost sick, with listening to the 
undisguised brutality of these fellows, Peveril 
having with difficulty prevailed on Bridlesley to 
settle his purchase, at length led forth his grey 
ateed ; but was scarce out of the yard, when he 
heard the following alarming conversation {>ass, 
of which he seemed himself the object. 

" Who is that youth ?** said the slow soft voice 
of the more precise rf the two witnesses. ^* Me- 
thinks I have seen him somewhere before. Is 
he from these parts ?^ 

** Not that I know of," said Bridlesley ; who, 
like all the other inhabitants of England at the 
time, answered the interrogatories of these feU 
lows with the deference which is paid in Spain 
to the questions of an inquisitor. << A stranger 
—entirely a stranger— never saw him before—^ 
wild young colt, I warrant him ; and knows a 
horse^s mouth as well as I do." 
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'^ I begin to bethink me I saw ftuch a face ai^ 
his at thie Jesuit's consult, in the White Borse 
Tavern," answered Everett. 

<< And I think I recollect,' said Captain Daiw 
gerfield 

« Come, come, master and captain,'' smd the 
aiitboriti^ve voice of Topham, << we will have 
Hone' cf your reoc41ections at present. We all 
know what these are likely to end in. But I will 
have you know, you are not to run till the leash 
is slipped. The young inan is a well-looking lad, 
and gave up his horse handsomely for the serviod 
of the House of Commons. He knows how to 
behave himself to his betters, I warrant you | 
and I scarce think he has enough in his pursie to 
pay the fees." 

This speech concluded the dialogue, which 
-Peveril, finding himself so much concerned in the 
issue, thought it best to hear to an end. Now 
wh^i it ceased, to get out of the town unob- 
iserv^d, and take the nearest way to his father's 
castle, seemed his wisest plan. He had settled 
his reckonmg at the inn, and brought with him 
to Bridlesley's the small portmantle which con« 



Digitized 



by Google 



216* PKVBiBIL OF THE PSAK. 

Imnecl bis few Mcessariefi, so thai be had no 
oocaabn to return thith^. He resclyed, theie- 
fore, to ride some miles before he stopped^ eyfen 
for the purpose of feedii^ his horse ; and be- 
ing pretty well acquainted with the country, he 
hoped to be able to push forward to Martindale 
Castle sooner than the worshipful Master Top- 
ham ; whose saddle was, m the first place» to be 
paddedy and who, when mounted, would^ in all 
probability, ride with the preeauticm <^ those who 

reqiiise such security against the effects <^ a hard 
trot 

Under the inlluenee dT these feelings, Julian 
pushed for Warrington, a jiace with which he was 
well acqiminted ; but without halting in the lown^ 
he crossed the Mersey, by the bridge built by 
an ancestor of lus friend the Earl of Derby, and 
continued his route towards Disfaley, oa the bor- 
ders of Derbyshire. He might have reached this 
latter village easily, had his horse been fitter for 
a forced march ; but in the course of the jour- 
ney, he had occasion, more than once, to curse 
the ofiidal dignity of the perscm who had robbed 
Mm of his bettor horse, while taking Ae best dir 
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rection he could through a country with which 
he was only generally acquainted. 

At length, near Altringham, a halt became 
unavoidable ; and Peveril had only to look for 
some quiet and sequestered place of refreshment 
This presented itself, in the form of a small 
cluster of cottages ; the best of which united the 
characters of an alehouse and a mill, where the 
sign of the Cat (the landlord's faithful ally in 
defence of his meal-sacks) booted as high as 
j&rimalkin in the fairy tale, and playing on the 
fiddle for the more grace, announced that John 
Whitecraflt united the two honest occupations of 
landlord and miller; and, doubtless, took toll 
tioga the public in both capadties. 

Such a place promised a traveller, who jour« 
neyed incognito, more safe, if not better, accom- 
modaticMQ, than he was like to meet with in mora 
firequented inns ; and at the door of the Cat and 
Fiddle, Julian halted accordingly. 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

In tbete distracted tiines, when eadi man dreads 
The bloody stratagems of busy headSi 

At the door df the Cat and middle, Julian re- 
ceived the usual attention paid to the customeni 
of an inferior house of entertmnment His honse 
was carried by a ragged lad, who acted as hoB* 
tier, into a paltry stable ; where, howeyer, it was 
tolerably supplied with food and litter. 

Having seen the ammal on which his earn* 
fort, perhaps his safety, depended, properly pro- 
vided for, Peveril entered the kitchen, whidi 
indeed was also the parlour and hall of the little 
hostelry, to try what refreshment he could ob- 
tain for himself. Much to his satisfaction, he 
found there was only one guest in the kitchen 
beside himself; but he was less pleased when he 
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found that be must either go without dinner, or 
share with that single guest the only provisions 
which chanced to be in the house, namely, a dish 
of trouts and eels, #hich their host, the miller, 
had brought in frpm his mill-stream. 

At the particular request of Julian, the land- 
lady undertook to add a substantial dish of eggs 
and bacon, which perhaps she would not have 
undertaken for, had not the sharp ^ye of Peve- 
ril discovered the flitch hanging in its smoky re- 
treat, when, as its presence could not be denied, 
the hostess was compelled to bring it forward as 
a part of her supplies. 

She was a buxom dame, about thirty, wbose 
comely and cheerful countenance did honour to 
the choice of the jolly miller, her loving mate ; 
and was now stationed under the shade of an 
old-fashioned huge projecting chimney, within 
which it was her province to ** work i' the fire,** 
and provide for the wearied wayfaring man, the 
good things which were to send him rejoicing on 
his way. Although, at first, the honest woman 
seemed little disposed to give herself much ad- 
ditional trouble on Julian's account, yet the 



Digitized 



by Google 



2S0 r£V££IL OF TH£ P£AK. 

good looks, liandsome figure, and easy civili- 
ty of her new guest, soon bespoke the principal 
part of her attention ; and while busy in his ser- 
vice, she regarded him, from time td time, vrith 
looks, where something like pity mingled with 
complacency. The rich smoke of the rasher, and 
the eggs with which it was flanked, already spread 
itself through the apartment ; and the hissing of 
these savoury viands bote chorus to the simmer- 
ing of the pan, in which the fish were undergo- 
ing a slower deooetion. The table was eoY&ed 
with a dean huck-a*buck napkui, «id all was in 
preparation for the meal, whidb Julian began to 
^Kpeet with a good deal of impatience when the 
companion who was destined to share it with 
him, entered the apartment. 

At the first glance, Julian recognized, to his 
surprise, the same indifferaitly'^lressed, thin- 
looking person, who, during the first bargain 
which he had made with Bridlesley, had offici- 
ously ihterf^ped with his advice and opinion. 
Displeased at having the company c^ any stran- 
ger forced upon him, Peveril was still less satis- 
fied to find one who might make some daim of 
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acquaintance with him, however slender, since 
the circumstances in which he stood compelled 
him to be as reserved as possible. He therefore 
turned his back upon his destined messmate, and 
pretended to amuse himself by looking out of 
the window, determined to avoid all intercourse 
until it should be inevitably forced upon him. 

In the meanwhile, the other stranger went 
straight up to the landlady, where she toiled on 
household cares intent, and demanded of her, 
what 6hd meatit by preparing bacon and eggs, 
when he h^ pomtively charged her to get no- 
thing ready but the fish. 

The good woman, important as every cook 
in tike discharge of her duty, deigned not for 
some time so much as to acknowledge that she 
heard the reproof of her guest ; and when she 
did so, it was only to repel it in a magisterial 
and authoritative tone.-^^' If he did not like 
bacon*^(bacon from their own hitch, well fed 
on peas and bran)-i»if he did not like bacon and 
eggs— (new-laid eggs, which she had brought in 
from the hen-roost with her own hands)— why 
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SO put case^— it was the worse for hifr honour, 
and the better fcnr those who did.^ 

<< The better for those who like them ?^ laa^ 
gwered the guest ; ^< that is as much as to say I 
am to have a companion, good woman.^ 

** Do not good woman me, sir,^ replied the 
miller^s wife, ^^ till I call you good man; and, I 
promise you, many would scruple to do that to 
one who does not love eggs and bacon of a Fri- 
day.'' 

" Nay, my good lady,** said her guest, " de 
not fix any misconstruction upon nie»— I dare 
say the eggs and the bacon are excellent ; only, 
they are rather a dish too heavy for my stomach.^ 

*' Ay, or your conscience perhaps, sir,^ aa- 
swered the hostess. " And now, I bethink me, 
you must needs have your fish fried witli oil^ 
instead of the good drippings I was going to 
put to them. I would I could spell the mean- 
ing of all this now ; but I warrant Jx}hn Big- 
staff, the constable, could conjure something out 
of it" 

There was a pause here ; but Julian,^ some* 
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what alanned at the tone which die conversa- 
tion assumed, became interested i]> watching the 
dumb shew which succeeded. By bringing his 
head a little towards the left ; but without turn- 
ing round, or quitting the projecting latticed 
window where he had taken his station, be could 
observe that the stranger, secured, as he seemed 
to think himself, from observation, had sidled 
dose up to the landlady ; and, as he conceived, 
had put a piece of money into her hand. The 
altered tone of the miller^s moiety oorrespcHided 
very much with this supposition. 

^^ Nay, indeed, and forsooth,**^ she said, ^^ her 
house was Liberty-hall ; and so should every 
publican^s be. What was it to her what gentle- 
folks, ate or drank, providing they paid for it 
honestly ? There were many honest gentlemeiiy 
whose stomachs could not abide bacon, grease, 
or dripping, especially on a Friday ; and what 
was that taher, or any one in her line, so gently 
folks paid honestly for the trouble ? Only, she 
would say^ that her bacon and eggs could not 
be mended betwixt this and Liverpool ; and that 
she would live and die upon.^ 
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** I shall hardly dispute it,** siud the stranger ; 
and turning towards Julian, he added, " I wish 
this gentleman, who I suppose is my trencher- 
tompanion, much joy of the dainties whidi I 
cannot assist him in consuming.^ 

" I assure you, sir,** answered Peveril, who 
now felt himself compelled to turn ahout, and 
reply with civility, ** that it was with diflSculty 
I could prevsdl on my landlady to add my cover 
. to yours, though she seems now such a zealot 
for the consumption of eggs and bacon.^ 

^^ I am zealous for nothing,^ sidd the land- 
lady, ^* save that men would eat their victuals, and 
pay thdu* score ; and if there be enough in one 
dish to serve two guests, I see litde purpose ill 
dressing them two ; however, they are ready now, 
and d<me to a nicety.— Here, Alice ! Alice P 

The sound of that well-known name made 
Julian start ; but the Alice who replied to the 
call ill resembled the vision which his imagina- 
tion connected with the accents, being a dowdy 
slip-shod wench, the drudge of the low inn which 
forded him shelter. She assisted her mistress 
in puttmg on the table the dishes which the lat- 

15 
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ter had .prepared ; and a foaming jug of home* 
brewed ale bang placed betwixt them, was warw 
ranted by Dame Whitecraft as excellent ; ^^ for,^ 
saids^e, ^^ we know by practice that too much 
water drowns the miller, and we spare it on our 
malt as we would in our milLdam.^ 

"1 drink toujour health in it, dame,^ said 
the elder stranger ; ^ and a oip of thanks for 
these excellent fish ; and to the drowning of all 
unkindness between us.^ 

<' I thank you, sir,^ said the dame, ^' atid 
wish you the like ; but I dare not pliedge you,' 
finr our Gaffer says^ the die is brewed too strong 
for women ; so I only drink a glass of Canary at 
a time with a gossip, or any gentlonan guest > 
tluU; is so minded*^ 

. ^' You shall drink one with me then, dame,^ 
said Peveril, << so you will let me have a flagon.^ 

<^ That you shall, sir, and as good as ever> 
was broached ; but I must to the mill, to get ' 
the key from the goodman.'' 

So saying, and tucking her clean gown through 
the podcet^holes, that her steps might be the 

VOL. II. F 
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BMre alot, mi her drem escape dmt^ cff ahc 
tripped to the miU, whidi ky doee mi^mtisig. 

<< A daintj cUune^ «ul dangerous, is the imU- 
cr*8 wife,"* laid the stranger, lookug at PcveriL 
^ Is not that old Chmcer's phrase ?^ 

^ I— I believe so,^ said Fereril, not nrndh 
mid in Chaucer^ who wis then e^en more ne- 
^kcted than at preamt; and nnidi surprised at 
a Kterary qnotatian fieom mie of the mean ap- 
pearance exlulnted by the person befote lunu 

«< Yea,"* SMwcned the stiaogor, <« I see that 
yott^like olher yoimg gealfomen of the time^ are 
betlw acquainted with Cowley and WaSer^ thaa 
with the <irett of English lOideiled.' IcannoC 
help differing. There are tondies of nature afaoul. 
the old bsrd of Woodstock, that» to me, aar 
worth all the tuina ^ kdborioufl wit in Cowley, 
and all tl^ ornate and artificial aunpUei^ ct hi» 
ctHUtly competitor. The descripition, for instanee, 
of his^ oountry coquetlie,-*— 

« Windiig the wm, m is ft wntftQ^eolt, 
Sweet 88 a flowejr,.and ii{u%)U as a bolt* 

Tb^n iigain,. for palhosy where will you nfend 
the dying scene of Arcile ? 
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• i^ my hevtiff 4««^ i tfaii'nfty irtfti 
Giyer at once, and ender of my life. 
What is this worid ?— Whaf axen men to have ? 
Noir wfcfa bto ]o?e-40w lo ]|» ooU giBTO 
Alone, withouten other company.! . 

Bill I tire yo^, sir; and do injustic^^ to the 
poet, whbm I reiri6inbef bdt by halves.^ 

« On the cont^atry, rir,'' replied Pereril, «^ybu 
make hin!i inore iMelli^Ie to n^e in your redt^-i 
tion, thi^n I have ibttnd him.wben I hare tAhi 

** Tofd Were onfy frigliteAed by the anffiqiiated 
spAHrig, a^d ' the Inters black,^'' i^id Ms com:: 
piiiiidii. ** It is mfaiiy a scholar's ca!se, ^ho mli- 
tiftes a nnt, which he cbtild crack wiKtif i liiH^ 
eatertion, for a hxAletj whicK he mtirst'needji' 
bf^k Mis fe^H on; but yours are Better eiii-* 
ployed — Shafl I oflfer you sonSe of this'fifeii P**' 

** Not so, ar,'* repifi^d Julian^ WilBnj^' (b dfife^i'' 
Mmself a nntn of re^'ng in his turn ; <^ I h61d 
iHm old Caittii, £A^ j^bfess a ffn^ judgn^ehf, id* 
fight wheif6'iiiifiin6t chilli, and to eat no fish.'* 

Tht ^ttan^^ cM a stardd^Iook a^bund hin^ 
at tiis bbsetvitioi!!^, which Jfuliin W flfiVbWn 

17 
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out, on pnrpoee to^sotfttdn, if possible, tliequa- 
litj of his companion, whose present language 
was so different from the character he had as- 
sumed at Bridlesley'^s. His countenance, too, 
although the features were of an ordinary, not 
to say mean cast, had that character of intelli- 
gence which education gives to the most homely 
face ; and his. manners were so easy and disem- 
barrassed, as plainly shewed a complete acquaint- 
ance with sodety, as well as the habit of min. 
gling with it in the higher stages. Thje alarm 
which he: had e^dently diewn at Peverirs an- 
SWOT, was but momentary ; for he almost in- 
stantly replied, with a smile, *^ I promise you, 
sir^ that you are in no dai^gerons company ; for. 
notwithstanding my jGsh dinner, I am much dis- 
posed to trifle with some of your savoury mess, - 
if you will mdulge me so far.*" 

Peveril accordingly ranfocced the stranger^'s 
trencher with what remained of the bacon and 
^ggB> and saw him swallow a mouthful or two 
with apparent relish ; but presently after, bqpm 
to dally with his knife and fork, like one whose . 
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appetite was satiated ; then took a long draught 
of the black jack,, and handed his platter to the 
large mastiff dog, who, attracted- hy the smdl 
of the dinner, had sate before him for some 
time, licking his chops, and following with his 
eye every morsel which the guest raised to his 
head. 

** Here, my poor fellow,'' said he, " thou hast 
had no fish, and needest this supernumerary 
trencher-load more than I do. I cannot with- 
stand thy mute supplication any longer.'*' 

The dog answered these courtesies by a civil 
shake of the tail, while he gpbblied up what was 
assigned him by the stranger's benevolence, in 
the greater haste, ihsiX he heard his mistress's 
voice at the door. 

" Here is the canary, gentlemen,'* said the 
landlady ; *' and the goodman has set off the 
mill, to come to wait on you himself. He al- 
ways does so, when company drink wine." 

" That he may come in for the host's, that is, 
for the lion's share," said the stranger, looking at 
PeveriL 

** The shot is mine," said Julian ; *^ and if 
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ipine faofit iql|. a^faje ifc I:i^ IflHiBS^y bwl(Mr 
aD9tlipr quar^ ^}m» W^ <»« y<Kb 4r- I nep^ 

, Tbeiejsqi)Dfl8<^£)it,lli0eftr<^G«ffiNr^ 
cmft, who hid eiitei^ th^ ^DOUt, ;^ ft»F^lP0 
[^ecjinen gf lu9 robuflfb trade» pfep^^ed |q ,{4^ 
the dvil, or the surly host, as his compfH^. 
sho^d ]be ocoef table or otiitrwu^. ^t Jq{ia&*s 
inyitatlon, he doffed hb dus^ ttoipneH-^^sllffl 
from his sle^ the, looser partides pi \^ jnt^ 
fesnonal du9t-«and sittiiigdowiiQiatbee||dfl^a 
benchy fdx>iit a yard from the fable, filled a glass 
of canary, and drank to his guests, and << espfh 
daily to this noble gentleoiaxi;^'*^ indif^ating Feve<^ 
ril, who had ordered the canary. 

Julian returned the courtesy by ^nking i^i^ 
health, and asking what news were a^ut m the 
country. 

<^ Nought, ar, I hears on nought, except |(f|ft 
plot, as they caU it, that they «r^ pursqi!|gj|||^ 
Papishers abput ^ but it brings w§^fv tp niiyjnill, 
as the Baying is. Between expr^fi^^. h)|r|;]mg 
hitlier and thither, and guards and pr^peiti 
riding tP and stgsai^i and the ci^(o^. pf ^e 
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neighbours, that ooitae to speak of er the nenni of 
an feveniBg, nightly I may say, instead of ome 
a-week, why the spiggot is in use, gentbiilieii, 
and your landlord thrives ; and then I, sorting 
as constable^ and being a known Protestant, I 
bare tapped, I may venture to say, it may bfe 
ten stands of ale extraordinlkiy, beudes a ireasoo- 
able sale of wine for a country cdrfatf . Heaven 
make us thankful, and keep all good Protestants 
from plot and Popery r 

*^ VcaSk eaaly oonorive, my friend,^ said Ju« 
lian, '* that curibstty is .a pasfioii whieh runs 
naturally to the alehouse; and that ai^cr, and 
jealousy, and fear^ are all of them tUrsty pas- 
sions, and great consumers of home-brewed. But 
I am a perfect stranger in these parts ; and I 
would willingly learn, fitmi a sensible man like 
you, a litl& of thiar saifae^pkt^ of which men 
speak so ifauidi^and appear to know so little.^ 

.« Learn a little of it?-^Why,St is the most 
horri M e t faie most damnable blood-thirsty beairt; 
of a }flot~But holHi hold, my good baster ; I 
hope^ in the first j^lafete^ you Mieve there is a 
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plot 9 for, odierwise^ the Justice must have a 
•woid. with youy flo sure as my name is John 
Whitecraft.'' 

^ It shall not need^"^ said Pereiil; <« For I 
assure you,. mine host, I believe in the plot as 
iceely and fully as a man can believe in any 
thing he cannot understand.^ 
t .^ God loffaid that any body should pretend 
to understand it,^ said the implidt Nonstable ; 
<< for his worship the Justice says it is a mile 
beyond him; and he be as deep as most of them. 
But men may believe, though they do not un- 
derstand; and. that is what the Bomanists say. 
thanselve& But this I am sure of, it makes a 
vaxe stirring time fen: justices, and witnesses, and 
constableSi— So here's to your health again, gen- 
tlemen, in a cup of neat canary.^ 

^' Come, come, John Whitecraft,** said his 
wife, '*< do not you demean yourself by naming 
witnesses along with justices and constables. All 
the world knows bow they come by their money .^ 

<' Ay, but all the .world. knows that they do 
come by it^ damb ; and that is a greM comfoct. 
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.They rustle in their canonieal silks, and swag, 
ger in their buff and scarlet, who but they ?— 
Ay, ay, the cursed fox thrives— and not so 
•cursed neither. Is there not Doctor Titus Oates; 
the saviour of the nation-^oes he not live at 
Whitdiall, and eat off plate,, and have a pension 
of thousands a-year, for what I know ? and. is he 
not to be Bishop of Litchfield, so soon as Doctor 
Doddrumdies?'' 

** Then I hope Doctor Doddrum'^s reverence 
will live these twenty years ; and I dare say I 
am the first that ever wished such a wish,^ smd 
the hostess. ^^ I do not understand these doings, 
not I ; and if a hundred Jesuits came to hold a 
consult at my house, as they did at the White 
Horse Tavern, I should think it quite out of 
the line of business to hear witness against them, 
provided they drank well, and paid their score.*** 

" Very true, dame,^ said her elder guest; 
*^ that is what I ca^l keeping a good publican 
conscience ; and so I will pay score presently, 
and be jogging on my way," 

Peveril, on his part, also demanded a^reckon-- 
ing, and discharged it so liberally, that the mill- 
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er floutidied his bat as he bowad, imd thehoitiess 
cuvtmd ijon^ to the grcmni 

The honm <tf both giiasU were broiight forth ; 
Itfid thaj mowDilsdy in order td depinrt in eam^ 
paiiy. The host tad hostess stood in. the dooi^ 
t0 see thest depart The hmdlord pto fe red a 
sdrriiiMnip to the eldcbr guest» while the landhidy 
affierad Peveril a glais frotn hec aim peculiar 
bottle. For this purpose, she^monlitad cot the 
honiO-blocky with flask and gUM in htad; so that 
it was easy fot the departing guest, altheughon 
h<Hr8d[)ack» t9 ifetiirH theooarlasyitithenMiMq^ 
proved mann^, naoiely, ,bj lluRowing hb axii 
QYer his limdlady^s shOtdder, and saluting her at 
pwting* 

Dame WhiteoMft could Hot dedine this iami.. 
liarity ; for there is nu room, for travorung upon 
a horse-block, and the hands which itiight have 
served her for re»$tance, were occupied with ghus 
wd bottle— matters too preoious tp be thrown 
aw^y in such a Smuggle. A^iarently, however, 
she had something else in her h^ ; for, a% after 
a brief al^tation of reluotaice, she permitted 
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Tfif&pcCn S»i^tQ^fjp^pgQkA }m\ ike vfaispeied in 
bi$ etor^ <^ fi##iire of Uiapana i V*an awful indma* 
tioOt vhi^y in those dayg of distrutt, «ui^on, 
«|id tnoooherjF^ was as effectual in interdicting 
free ftud tocoaL interooorse^ as the advertiaeneiit 
of f^ mto^tm^s and Apring-gun^^ topmtect an 
<»icbardi . Pressing her bnid^ in intimatioiithat 
be eoiiifHPehefaded her htat^ she shook his wamdy 
ik return, d^d bade Gbd speed hhn* There was 
a cloiid on John Whitecraft^s brow $ ncft did his 
final fairewell sound half sd cotdial as that whleh 
had been spoken within doors. But then Pet^ 
ril reflected^ thut the same guest is not always 
eqiialiy ^beeptable to landlord and la^dkdy; 
and uncoBsdiou^^if havingd one anything to exr 
cite tihemoUsr^s displeasure, he pursued his jour- 
t^fff wi|hdBt thinking JEttther of the matters 

Jtdiaii was a little surpnsed, aaci not altogether 
jdeas^ to find that his new aequaintati^ held* 
the same road with hiin. He had many reasofis 
toK wishing to travd alone i and the hostess's 
caution still rung in his ear& If this man, pos^ 
sestol of so mudi lewdness as hiii^ countenance 
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and comrersation mthntttedyTersadle, as he had 
oocasioa to ranark,: and di^ruifled ben^th his 
ccmditiony should prove, as was. likely, to be a 
CQDoealed Jesuit or seminary-priest, travelling 
upon their great task of the conversion of Eng- 
landj and reodng out of the Northern heresy,' 
— Fa more dangerous companion, for a person in 
lua own drcumstances, could hardly be imagined ; 
»]ice keeping society with. him might seem to 
authorize whatever reports had been spread con- 
oerniog the attachment of his family to the Ca- 
tholic cause. At the same time, it was very dif- 
ficult, without actual rudeness, to shake off the 
company of one who seemed determined, whether 
spoken to or not, to remain along-side <xf him. 

Peveril tried the experiment of riding slow ; 
but his companion, determined not to drop him, 
sladcened his pace, so as to keep ckise by him. 
Julian then spurred his horse to a full trot ; and 
was soon satisfied, that, the stranger, notwith- 
standing the .meanness of his appearance, was 10 
much. better mounted than himself, as to render^ 
yam any thoughts of outriding him. . He puUed 
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up his horse to a more reaBonaUe pace, there- 
fore, in a sort of despair. Upon his doing so, his 
companion, who had been hitherto silent, obser* 
ved, that Peveril was not so well qualified to try 
speed upon the road, as he would have been had 
he abode by his first bargain of horse*flesh that 
morning. 

Peveril assented drily, but observed, that the 
animal would serve his immediate purpose, though 
he feared it would render him indifferent com- 
pany for. a person better mounted. 
. <^ By no means,^ answered his civil companion ; 
*^ I am one of those who have travelled so much,^ 
as to be accustomed to make my journey at any 
rate of motion which may be most agreeable to 
my oompany.^ 

Peveril made no reply to this polite intimation, 
b^g too sincere to tender th#«tbanks which, in 
courtesy, were the proper answer,-^— A second 
pause ensued, which waa broken by Julian ask-v 
ing the stranger whether their roads were likely 
to lie long together in the same direction. 

^< I cannot tell,"" said the stranger, smiling, 
^* unless I knew which way you were travelling.*" 
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''^* I mm mmiaiKlmr^ I Aatt {^ to^nighC 
Mid Jt]&ii,\riffiB^y inisiiiiderstiadil^ the^ ptfr- 
ftm of Ae l«ply. 

^ And Kitfti 1$*^ v^Hed tlie stnEbger ; <* hot 
Aon^ tiiy llonie liolte h^^er titan you!^ I OfiilAf 

continues to lie the same way, we are Hk^tdMpy 
ait w« hiv^ dhiecl together.^ 

Jttfiatf irade ne an##iKr ^hafevdr t6 dSii Mdiid 
intilluition, btal ecMinued to ride dii, teiffingi far 
hia own mind, wliet&er it wotdd iot bd i^iaest <o 
dMie Id a distiiict expltoation wiflk liili'piertinA* 
ciMttirittaidlttt, and to eiptAtt, in so taSUkj words^* 
that- it win Us pfeaSsufto fo travd dbiie. Bdt, he^ 
Mei^ Aat the aeH^ of aequaintanee whicb ih^f 
had formed during dinner, rendered hiA tinm{& 
lidg lb he (fireelly tinc$dl tdi^ards a p^n of 
gtntliniumlHce mibliia^ he had also to 6dii AKl^^ 
th«l be lA^t Tery pb^bllf b^ immAeniik iiaa 
mteVisharacter, il^ |Mip6te ; in ^UdVe^, the: 
cynSeifttf i^u^ thte- sb^iety of iidrmd Iti^ 
testant, #ouM Affdrd & ]^)^aDit itnitte^ d^ Mi^ 
pieicM, as ti^i^eHiiig iti^oom{toy with a didgtiised 
JeiAiili 
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endure the incumbrance of the 8ti^anger*8 society ^ 
until a hk opportunity should ooeor to fid him- 
self of it ; and in the meantime, to aet ndth as 
mph cantioaa^ he possibly eduld^ in My com- 
imniiBfiliow that nigfat fake pkee foetwaen ibem ; 
for DaDpe Whiteoraft's pwtiiig ^utiotf Mlnaig 
anxiously in hiis tittfs^ and the cMsiaqnefices of 
htfr4>wB amsst updnesuapieioQ, moit d^ve him 
of eveiiy opportuntly df mtvitig his father, «r the 
Coumesa* or Major Bridgtiteirth, upon whose ii^ 
terest, also^ he had promised himself to keep an 

Whifei htf r9wt¥^ tiiet& thinge^ m hia ift^d, 
tb^' huA jdffrneyed se^ral^ miles without speric- 
iBj|f; and now efiliered upon a idca'e waste eoun^ 
tvjTr Aftd wofstf tbeAiy fhkin they ^stA fikb^ki 
fottfid, bdnj^, ^mbit^ tfppt^c^ng dieuMtttefMBy 
oolRfty of I>Mby«hi»e. fn travelling 6ti a vilify 
stony and uneven lane, Julianas horse repeat!^ 
lyiMaOAed ;:andlMd be^norbieA'MppbYted by 
tU& iider^ii jftordiiiioiia ngtf of ud^ a^d h% mttst At 
ltilq{di oeiiaidy hawiyien liM^ 

^ Thestf art times wlUob i^rarte wafy'ridSng^, 
sir,^ said his companion ; *^ and by your seat in 
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the saddle, and your hand en the ran, yousebm 
to understand it.^ 

** I have been long a horseman^ atr,^ answered* 
PeveriL 

** And long a trayeller too, sir, I should .tap*' 
po^e; since, by the great caution you observe, 
you seem to think the human tongue ^requires a 
curb, as well as the horse^s jaws.*^ 

^< Wiser men than I have been of opiniiHi,^- 
answeied Peveril, << that it were a part> of pru- > 
dence to be silent, when men have little or no- 
thing to say.**^ 

*' I cannot approve of their opinion,^ answer- > 
ed the stranger. '^ All knowledge is gained by 
communication, either with the dead, through 
bodiSy or, uKure pleaangly, through the conver- 
sation ot the living. The deaf and dumi, alone, 
are excluded from improvonent ; and surely thor 
situation is not so enviable that we should imitate . 
tbem.^ 

At this illustration, which wakened a startling 
echo in Feveril^s bosom, the young man looked 
hard at his companion; but in the composed . 
countenance, and calm blue eye, he read no con- 

14 
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sciousness of a farther meaning than the words 
immediately and directly implied. He paused a 
moment, and then answered, ^< You seem to be 
a person, sir, of shrewd apprehension ; and I 
should have thought it might have occurred to 
you, that in the present suspicious times, men 
may, without censure, avoid communication with 
strangers. You know not me ; and to me you 
are totally unknown. There is hot room for much 
discourse between us, without trespassing on the 
general topics of the day, which carry in them 
seeds'of quarrel between friends, much more be- 
twixt strangers. At any other time, the society 
of an intelligent companion would have been most 
acceptable upon my solitary ride; but at pre^ 

sent- "^ 

•< At present !" said the other, interrupting him. 
*^ You are like the old Romans, who held that 
hostis meant both a stranger and an enemy. I 
will therefore be no longer a stranger. My name 
is Ganlesse— -by profession I am a Roman Catho- 
lic priest— I am travelling here in dread of my 
life^^nd I am very glad to have you for a com- 
panion.*" 

VOL. II. Q 
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<< I thank you fortheinfonnatioDy with all my 
hearC,** said Pereril ; <^ and to avail Ay aelf of it 
to the uttermost, I must b^ of you to lide for- 
ward, or lag behind, or take a side path, ai your 
own pleasure; for as I am no Catholie, and tra- 
vel upon business of high concernment, I am ex- 
posed both to risk and delay, and even to danger, 
by keeping such suspicious company. And so^ 
Master Gankase, keep your own pAoe^ and I will 
keep the contrary ; for I beg leave to forbear 
your company.^ 

As Peverii spoke thus, he puUed up his horse, 
and made a full stop. 

The stranger burst out a^laughing. << What,"" 
he sMd, ^ you f<vbear my company for a trifle 
of danger ? Saint Anthony f How the warm 
blodd of the CaviOierft is chilled in the young men 
of the present day ! This yoimg gallant, now, 
has a father, I warrant you, who has endured as 
many adventures for hunted priests, as a knight- 
errant for distressed daiftsels.^ 

<< This rullery avails nothing, sir,'' said Peve- 
rii. ^ I must request you will keep your own 
way." 
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^< My way is yours,^ said the pertinacious 
Master Ganlesse, as he called himself; ^* dnd we 
will both travel the safer, that we jouroey in com* 
pany. I have the receipt of fern-seed/ man, and 
walk invisihle. Beades, you would not have me 
quit you in this lane, where there is no turn to 
i^htorleft?" 

Peveril moved on, desirous to avoid open vio* 
lence ; for whidi the indifferent tone of the tm- 
veller, indeed, afforded no apt pretext ; yet high- 
ly disUkii^g his company, and determined to take 
the first opportunity to rid himself of it 

The stranger proceeded the same pace with 
him, keeping cautiously on his bridle-hand^ as if 
to secure that advantage in case of a struggle* 
But his language did not intimiite the least ap- 
prehension. << You do me wrong,^ he said to 
Peveril, " and you equally wrong yourself. You 
are uncertain where to lodge to-ni^t— -trust to 
my guidance. Here is an ancient hall, within 
four miles, with an did knightly Pantaloon for 
its lonU^m alLbe-ruffed Ikme Barbara for the 
huiy gay<-« Jesuit, in a butkr^i habit, to say 
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grace— an old taleof Edgehill and Worster fights 
to relish a cold yenison pasty, and a flask <^ 
claret mantled with cobwebs— a bed for you in 
the ptiest^s hiding-hole— and, for aught I knew, 
pretty Mistress Betty, the daixy-maid, to make 
it ready .'* 

<* This has no charms for me, sir,^ said Pere- 
ril, who, in spte of himself, could not but be 
amused with the ready sketch which the stranger 
gave of many an old mansion in Cheshire and 
Derbyshire, where the owners retained the an- 
cient faith of Rome.' 

** Well, I see I cannot charm you in this way," 
continued his companion; ^ I must strike an- 
other key. I am no longer Ganlesse, the seaaiu 
nary priest, but (chan^g his tone, and snuffling 
in the nose) Simon Canter, a poor preacher of the 
word, who travels this way to call anners to re- 
pentuice ; and to strengthen, and to edify, and 
to frnctify, among the scattered remnant who 
hold fast the truth—What say yoii to this, sir ?"* 

" I admire your versatility, sir, and could be 
entertained with it at another time. At present,' 
sincerity is more in request." 
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\ " Sincerity i" said the stranger ;— *5 A .child'*s 
whistle, with but two notes, in it— yea, yea, and 
nay, nay. Why, man, the very Quakers have 
renounced it, and have got in its stead a gallant 
recorder, called Hypocrisy, that is somewhat like 
Sincerity in form, but of much greater compass, 
and combines the whole gamut Come, be railed 
-—be a disciple of Simon Canter for .the evening, 
and we will leave the old tumble-down castle of 
the knight aforesaid, on the left hand, for a new 
brick-built mansion, erected by an eminent salt- 
boiler from Naimptwich, who expects tlie said 
Simon to make a strong spiritual pickle for the 
preservation of a soul somewhat corrupted by the 
evil communications of this wicked world. What 
say you ? He has two daughters— ^brighter eyes 
never beamed under a pinched hood ; and for 
myself, I think there is more fire in those who 
live only to love and to devotion, than in your 
court beauties, whose hearts ,are running on 
twenty follies beside. You know not the plea- 
sure of being consdence-keeper to a pretty pre- 
cisian, who in one breath repeats her foibles, 
and in the next confesses her passion. Perhapsi 
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though, you may have known such in your day ? 
Come, m, it grows too dark to aee your blushes; 
but I am sure they are burning on your dieekJ" 

<< You take great freedom, sir,;^ said Pereril, 
as they now apf»:oached the end of the kn^ 
where it opened on a broad common ; ^^ and you 
seem rather to count more on ray forbearanoe, 
than you have room to do with safety. We are 
now nearly free of the lane which has made us 
companions for this last half hour. To avoid 
your further company, I will take the turn to the 
left, upon that common ; and if you follow me^ 
it shall be at your peril. Observe, I am wdl 
armed ; and you will fight at odds.^ 

*^ Not at odds,^ returned the provoking stran- 
ger, ^ while I have my brown jennet, with which 
I can ride round and around you at pleasure ; 
and this text, of a handful in length, (dewing a 
pistol, which he drew from his bosom,) which 
discharges very convincing doctrine on the pres- 
sure of a fore-finger, and is apt to equalise all 
odds, as you call them, of youth and strength. 
Let there be no strife between us, however-— the 
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moor lies befcne uck-chuse your path oa it<— I 
take the other.'' 

^^ I wish you good night, sir,^ said Feveril to 
the stranger. << I ask your foigiyeness, if I hare 
misconstrued you in any thing; but the times are 
perilous, and. a man's life may depend on the 
society in which he travels.!^ 

*< True," said the stranger ; " but in your case, 
the danger is already undergone, and you should 
seek to counteract it. You have travelled in my 
company long enough to devise a handsome 
branch of the Popish Plot, How will you look, 
when you see com)e forth, in comely folio form, 
The Narrative of Simon Canter, otherwise called 
Stephen Ganlesse, concerning the horrid Popish 
Conspiracy for the Murther of the King, and 
Massacre of all Protestants, as given on oath to the 
Honourable House of Commons ; setting forth, 
how far Julian Peveril, younger of Martindale 
Castle^as concerned in carrying on the same—'' 

** How, Mr ? What mean you ?" said Peveril, 
much startled. 

^^ Nay, sir," replied his componicm, " do not 
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intemipt my title-page. Now that Oates and 
Bedloe have drawn the great prizes, the subor- 
dinate discoverers get little but by the sale of 
their narrative; and Janeway, Newman, Sim- 
mons, and every bookseller of them, will tell you 
that the title is half the nmrative. Mine shall 
therefore set forth the various schemes you have 
communicated to me, of landing ten, thousand 
soldiers from the Isle of Man upon the coast of 
Lancashire; and inarching into Wales, to join 
the ten thousand pilgrims who are to be shipped 
from' Spain; and so completing the destruction 
of the Protestant religion, and of the devoted 
city of London. Truly, I think such a narra- 
tive, well-spiced with a few horrors, and pub« 
Ushed, cimiprivUegioparUameniiy might j though 
the market be somewhat ^overstocked,- be still 
worth some twenty or thirty pieces.'' 

" You seem to know me, sir," said Peveril ; 
" and if so, I think I may fairly ask you your 
purpose in thus bearing me company, and the 
meaning of all this rhapsody. If it be mere 
banter, I can endure it within proper limit ; al« 
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though it is UDcivil on the part of a stranger. If 
you have any further purpose, speak it out ; I 
am not to be trifled with."*^ 

^^ Good, now 9^ said the stranger, laughing, 
<^ into what an unprofitable chafe you have put 
yourself! An Itali&n Jiioriisciio, when he de- 
ores a parley with you, takes lum from behind a 
Vail, with his long gun, and prefaces his confer- 
ence with Posso tirare. So does your man-of- 
war fire a gun across the bows of a Hans-lnogan 
Indiaman, just to bring her to ; and so do I 
shew Master Julian Peveril, that, if I were one 
of the honourable society of witnesses and in- 
formers, with whom his imagination has asso- 
ciated me for these two hours past, he is as much 
within my danger now, as what he is ever likely 
tobe.**^ Then, suddenly changing his tone to se- 
rious, which was in general ironical, he added, 
'^ Young man, when the pestilence is diffused 
through the air of a city, it is in vain men would 
avoid the disease, by seeking solitude, and shun- 
ning the company of their fellow-sufferers.^^ 

" In what, then, consists tjieir safety P'' said 
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Peveril, willing to ascartain, if posBtUe^ the dxift 
of his comptnion^s purpose. 

** In following the oounseb of wise physi- 
cians ;^ such was the stranger^s answer. 

<< And as such,^ said Peveril, ^^ you oSer me 
your advice P'' - 

^ Pardon me, young man,^ said the stranger, 
haughtily, ^' I see no reason I should do sa— I 
am not,^ he added, in his former tone, ** your 
phynoan feed — ^I ofler no advice — I only say 
it would be wise that you sought ic^ 

<< And from whom, or where, can I. obtain 
it ?*** said PeveriL << I wander in this country, 
like one in a dream ; so much a few months have 
changed it. Men who formerly occupied them- 
selves with th^r own affairs, are now swallowed 
up in matters of state policy ; and those tremble 
under the apprehension of some strange and 
sudden convulsion of empire, who were formerly 
only occupied by the fear of going to bed sup- 
perless. And to sum the matter, I meet a stran- 
ger, apparently well acquainted with my name 
and concerns, who first attaches himself to me. 
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whether I will or no ; and then refuses me ex- 
planation of his business, while he menaces me 
with the strangest accusations.^ 

*< Had I meant such infamy,^ said the stran- 
ger, ^' believe me, I had not given you the 
thread of my intrigue. But be wise, and come 
on with me. There is, hard by, a small inn, 
where, if you can take a s^tranger^s warrant for 
it, we shall sleep in parfect security."^ 

" Yet you yourself,^' said Peveril, ** but now 
were anxious to avoid observation ; and in that 
case, how can you protect me ?^ 

*^ Psha ! I did but silence that tattling land- 
lady, in the way in which such peo[de are most 
readily hushed ; and for Topham, and his brace 
of night owls, they must hawk at other and lesser 
game than I should prove.^ 

Peveril could not help admiring the easy and 
eonfid^it indifPerence with which the stranger 
seemed to assume a superiority to all the din- 
cumstances of danger around him ; and after 
hastily considering the matter with himseli^ 
came to the resolution to keep company with 
him for this night, at least ; and to learn, if pos- 
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nble^ who he really was, and to what party in 
the. estate, he was attached. The boldness and 
freedom of his talk seemed almost inconastent 
with his :followiQg the pendous^ though at that 
ttime the gainful trade of. an informer. No 
doubt, suqh persons assumed every appemrance 
cwhich could insinuate jthem into the confidence 
of their destined victims ; but Julian thought he 
discovered in , this man^s manner^ a .wild and 
reckless frankness, which he could, not but con- 
nect with thq idea of unoenty in the present case. 
He therefore answered, after a mom^it'^s recol- 
lection, '^ I embrace your proposal, sir ; although, 
by doing so, I am repodng a sudden, and per- 
haps an unwary, confidence.^ 

" And what am I, then, reposing in you ?** 
sjud the strangor. /^ Is not our confidence 
mutual r 

<< No ; much the contrary. I know nothing 
of you whatever — you have named me; and, 
knowing me to be Julian Peveril, know you 
inay travel with me in perfect security.'' 
. ** The devil I do T answered his companion. 
^' I travel in the same security as with a lighted 
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petard, which I may expect to explode every 
moment. Are you not the son of Peveril of the 
Peak, with whose name Prelacy and Popery are 
so closely allied, that no old woman of either 
sex in Derbyshire, concludes her prayer without 
a petition to be freed from all three .^ And do 
you not come from the Popish Countess of 
Derby, brining, for aught I know, a whole 
army of Manxmen in your pocket, with full 
complement of arms, ammunition, baggage, and 
a train of field artillery ?^ 

*' It is not very likely I should be so poorly 
mounted,^ said Julian, laughipg, << if I had such 
a weight to carry. But lead on, sir. I see I must 
wait for your confidence, till you think proper 
to confer it ; for you are already so well ac- 
quainted with my afiairs, that I have nothing to 
ofier you in exchange for it"" 

" JMom, then,^ said his companion ; " give 
your horse the spur, and raise the curb rein, lest 
he measure the ground with his nose, instead of 
his paces* We are not now more than a furlong 
or two from the place of entertainment"^ « . 
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They mended th«r pace accordingly, and 
Booa arrived at the small solitary inn which the 
traveller had mentioDed. When its light began 
to twinkle before them, the stranger, as if recol- 
lecUng something he had forgotten, ^^ By the 
wiay, you must have a name to pass by ; for it 
may be ill traveUing under yomr own, aa the fel* 
low who keeps this house is an old Cromwellian. 
What will you call yoursdf ? — ^My name is— for 
the present— Ganiesse.^ 

^' There is no occasion to assume a name at 
all,^ answered Julian. *^ I do not incline to use a 
borrowed one, especially as I may meet with some 
one who knows my own.^ 

** I will call you Julian, then,^^ said Master 
Ganlesse ; <^ for Peveril will smell in the nostrils 
of winb host of idcdalry, conspiracy, Smithfield 
faggots, fish upon Fridays, the murder of Sir 
Edmcmdbury Godfrey, and the fire of purga. 
tory.'' 

As he spoke thus, th^y alighted imder the 
great broad^branched oak tree, which served to 
canopy the ale-bendi, which, jEtt an earlier hour. 
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had groaned under the wdght of a frequent 
conclave of rustic politicians. Ganlesse, as he 
dismounted, whistled in a particularly shrill note, 
and was answered from within the house. 
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CHAPTER X. 

He was a fellow in a peasant's garb ; 

Yet one could censure you a woodcock's carving. 

Like any courtier at the ordinary. 

The Ordinary. 

The person who appeared at the door of the 
little ion to receive Ganlesse, as we mentioned 
in our last chapter, sung, as he came forward, 
this scrap of an old ballad,— 

^' Good even to you, Diccon ; 

And how have you sped ? 
Bring you the bonny bride 

To banquet and bed ?'* 

To which Ganlesse answered, in the same tone 
and tune,—- 

^' Content thee, kind Robin ; 

He need little care, 
Who brings home a fat buck 

Instead of a hare." 
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<« You hare imfised your blow» then,"* d^d 
the other, in teply. 

<< I tell yoa I have aot,^ aaswdred Ganlesse ; 
'* but jou will think of nought but your ofm 
thriving occupation-^May the plague that be« 
longs to it stick to it I though it haUr beat the 
making of thee." 

<< A mail must lire^ Diocon Ganlenei^' said 
the other. 

" Well, weU,** s^id GanleBsse^ " bid my friend 
welcome, for my sake. Hast thouf got any 8up« 
per?'* 

*^ Reeking like a saciifit&'^'^i^aubertliay doiM 
his best. That fellow is a treasure I j^ve 1dm a 
farthing candle, at»l he will eook a good supper 
with it.-^Coflfte in, sir. My ftiend's friend is wel^^ 
come, as we say in my country «^ 

^ We must have our borsds looked to first^^ 
said FeVeril) who began to be considerably nn*- 
certain about the character of his companions«i>Mi 
" that done, I am for you.'' 

Ganlesse gate a second whistle ; a groom ap- 
peared, who took charge of both their horses, 
and they themselves entered the iiin. 

VOL. II. B 
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The ordinary room of a poor imi seemed to 
hare undergone smne alterations, to render it it 
for company of a higher descriptioB. There w^ere 
a beaufet, a coudi, and one ior two other pieces 
of furniture, of a style inconsistent with the ap< 
peanmce of the {dace. The taUe-doth, which 
was ready laid, was of the finest damask ; and 
the spoons, fivks, &c. were of alver, JPeyeril 
looked at this apparatus with some surprise; 
and agam turning his eyes attentively uppn his 
traTelling companion Ganlesse, be could not 
help discovering, (by the aid of imagination, 
p^haps,) that though insignificant in person, 
plain- in features, and dressed like one in indi- 
gence, there lurked still about his person and 
manners^ that indefinable ease of manner whidi 
belongs only to men of birth and quality, or to 
those who are in the constant habit of frequent- 
ing the best company. His companion, whom 
he called Will Smith, although tall, and rather 
goodJooking, bendes being much better dressed, 
had not, nevertheless^ exactly the same ease of 
demeanour; and was obtiged to muke up for 
the want, by an additional proportion of assu- 
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ranee. Who these two persons could be, Pe- 
veril could not attempt even to form a guess. 
There was nothing for it, but to watch their 
manner and conversation. 

After speaking a moment in whispers, Smith 
said to his companion, " We must go look after 
our nags for ten minutes, and allow Chaubert to 
do his oflBce.'* 

« Will he not appear, and minister before us, 
then ?■" said Ganlessc. 

" What, he ?— he shift a treftcher— he hand a 
cup .?— no, you forget whom you speak of. Such 
an order were enough to make him fall on his 
own sword — ^he is already on the borders of de- 
spair, because no craw-fish are to be had.'* 

*< Alack-a-day ^ replied Ganlesse. " Heaven 
forbid I should add to such a calamity ! To sta- 
ble, then, and see we how our stieeds eat their pro- 
vender, while ours is getting ready."" 

They adjourned to the stable accordingly, 
which, though a poor one, had been hastily sup- 
plied with whatever was necessary for the accom- 
modation of four excellent horses ; one of which. 
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that firom which Ganlesse was just difitnounted, 
the groom we have mentioned was cleaning and 
dresBing by the light of a huge wax-candle. 

<< I am still so far Catholic,^ siud Ganlesse, 
laughing, as he saw that Peveril noticed this 
piece of extravagance, ^* My horse is my sunt, 
and I dedicate a candle to him.^ 

*^ Without asking so great a favour for mine, 
.which I ^ standing behind yonder old hen- 
coop,'' replied Pieveril, " I will at least relieve 
him of his saddle and bridle.'' 

** Leave him to the lad of the inn," said 
Smith ; ** he is not worthy any other person's 
handling ; and I promise you, if you slip a sin. 
gle buckle, you will so flavour of that stable duty, 
tihat you might as well eat roast-beef as ragouts, 
for any relish you will have of them " 

<< I love roast-beef as well as ragouts, at any 
time," said Peveril, adjusting himself to a task 
which every young man should know how to 
perform when need is ; ^^ and my horse, though 
it be but a sorry jade, will ehamp better on hay 
and com, thaq on an iron bit" 
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While he was unsaddling his borse, and sba^ 
king down some litter for the poor wearied ani-* 
mal, he beard Smith observe to Ganlessey— << By 
my faith, Dick, thou hast fallen into poor Slen* 
der^s blunder ; missed Anne Page, and brought 
us a great lubberly post-mastcr^s boy." 

** Hush, he will hear thee," answered Gan- 
lesse ; ^* there are reasons for all things^^it is 
well as it is. But, prith^, tell tby fellow to help 
the youngster." 

« What," replied Smith, « d'ye think I am- 
mad ? — Ask Tom Beacon-— Tom of Newmarket 
—Tom of ten thousand, to touch such a four- 
legged brute as that? — Why, be would turn me 
away on the spot — discard me, i^aith. It wacr 
all he would do to take in hand your own, my 
good friend ; and if you consider him not the 
better, you are like to stand groom to him your- 
self to-morrow." 

*• Well, Will," answered Ganlesse, ^* I will 
say that for thee, thou hast a set of the most use- 
less, scoundrelly, insolent vermin about thee, that 
ever eat up a poor gentleman's revenues." 

" Useless ? I deny it " replied Smith. « Every 
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one of my fellows does somethiDg cr otber, so 
exquisitely, that it were sin to make him do any 
thing else — ^it is your jacks-of-ali-trades who are 
masters of none. — ^But hark to Chaubert^s »g- 
nal i The ccncocHnb is twangling it on the lute^ to 
the tune of EveUlez votes, belle endormie.^ — Come, 
Master What d'ye call, (addressing Peveril,)— - 
get ye some water, and wash this filthy witness 
from your hand, as Bettaton says in the play 4 
for Chaubert^s cookery is like Friar Bacon'^s Head 
•«— time is— time was-— time will soon be no more.'* 

So saying, and scarce allowing Julian time to 
dip his hands in fi, bucket, and dry them on a 
horse cloth, he hurried him from the stable back 
to the supper chamb^. 

Here all was prepared for their meal, with an 
epicurean delicacy, whidi rather belonged to the 
saloon of a palace, than the cabin in which it was 
displayed. Four dishes of silver, with covers of 
the same metal, smoked on the table ; and three 
seats were placed for the company. Beside the 
lower end of the board, was a small side-table, to 
answer the purpose of what is now called a dumb 
waiter ; on which several flasks reared their tall, 
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Stately, aad swan-like crests, above glasses and 
rummers. Clean covers were also placed within 
reach ; and a small travelling-case of morocco, 
hooped with silver, displayed a number of bot- 
ties, containing the most approved sauces that 
culinary ingenuity had then invented. 

Smidi, who occupied the lower seat, and seem- 
ed to act as president of the feast, ndotioned the 
two travellers to take their places and begm. " I 
would not stay a grace-time,** he said, ** to save 
a whole nation from perdition. We could bring 
no chauffettes with any convenience ; and even 
Chaubert is nothing, unless his dishes are tasted 
in the very moment of projection. Come, un^^ 
cover, and let us see what he has done for us.— - 
Hum !-— ha! — ay-HsquaB-pigeons— wild-fowl— ^ 
young chickens— venison cutlets— and a space in 
the centre, wet, alas, by a gentle tear from Chau- 
berths eye, where should have been the sottpe 
d'ecrivisses ! The zeal of that poor fellow is ill 
repaid by his paltry ten louis per month.*" 

" A mere trifle,'* said Ganlesse ; ** but like 
yours^f. Will, he serves a generous mafiter.** 
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The rqpe»t now oommenced ; and Juluoy 
though he had seen his yonng friend the Earl of 
Derbjf $nd cither gaUanU, affect a considerable 
de^free of interest and skill in the scienee of the 
kitchen, and was not himself either an enemy 
or a stranger to the ]])easarea of a good table, 
found, that, on the present occasion, he was a 
inere noTice. Bodi his companimis, but Smith 
in especial, seemed to ooooder Aat they w«^ 
now ei^aged iii the only troeand real businesa 
jof life ; and weighed all its minutise with a pto* 
portional degree of a^qracy. To carve the mor<* 
9d in the most delicate maiin!^-^<md to apportion 
the prcfier seasoning with the aoouraey of a che* 
aust«r4o he aware^ e:pict]^, of the order in whicb 
one dish shquld succeed another, and to do plen* 
tiful justice (aaIl-*--was! a minuteness of sd^ice 
to which JuUan, heA hitherto been a stranger. 

At length Ganjesse paused, and declared the 
supper exquisite. *• But, my friend Smith," he 
added, ^< are your wi^aes cucious? When you 
bought all that trash of plates and trui»pery in- 
to D^byshire» I hope you (M not leave us at the 
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mercy of the strong ale of the shire, as thick and 
muddy as the squires who drink it r 

" Wd I not know that you were to meet me, 
Dick Ganlesse ?^ answered their host* ^< And can 
you suspect me of such an omission ? It is true, 
you must make Champagne and claret serve, for 
my Burgundy would not bear travelling. But if 
you have a fancy for sherry, ot Vin de Cahors, I 
have a notion Chaubert and Tom Beacon have 
brought some for their Own drinking.'' 

" Perhaps the gentlemen would not care to 
impart^ swl Ganlesse. 

« Oh, fie !— 4iny thing in the way of civility,'* 
replied Smith. " They are, in truth, the best 
natured lads alive, when treated respectfully; %b 
that if you would prefer——'' 

** By no means,'' said Ganlesse—** a glass of 
Champagne will serve in a scarcity of belter." 

" The cork shall start obsequious to my thumb," 

said Smith ; and as be spoke, he untwii^ed the 
wire, and the cork struck the roof of the cabin. 
Each guest ixxAi a \st^ rummer glass of the 
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sparkling beverage, which Peteiil had judgment 
and experience enough to pionoiuice'eKquisite. 

<• Give me your hand, sir,'* said Smith ; " it 
is the .first word of sense you have spoken tins 
evening.^ 

« Wisdom, sir,* refdied Peveril, «* is like Ae 
best ware in the pedlar's pack, which he never 
produces till he knows his customer.^ 
' <^ Sharp as mustard,* returned die ion t^Txm^ ,' 
*^ but be wise, most noble pedlar, and tdce an- 
other rummer of this same flask, which you see 
I have held in an oUique pomtion for your ser- 
vice— 4iot permitting it to retrograde to the per- 
pendicular* Nay, take it off before the bubble 
bursts on the rim, and the zest is gone* 

^ You do me honour, sir,* said Peveril, taking 
the second glass. ^^ I wish you a better office 
than that of my cup-bearer* 

^^ You cannot wish Will Smith one more con- 
genial to his nature,* said Ganlesse. ^^ Others 
have a selfish delight in the objects of sense. Will 
thrives, andishappy, by imparting them toothers.* 

<< Better help men to pleasures than to pains. 
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Master. Ganlesse,^^ answered . Smith, somewhat 
angrily. 

** Nay, wrath thee not. Will,'* said Ganlesse ; 
<^ and speak no words in baste, lest you may have 
cause to repent at leisure. Do I blame thy so- 
cial concern, for the pleasures of others ? Why, 
man, thou doest therein most philosophically 
multiply thine own. A man has but one throat, 
and can but eat, with his best efforts, some five 
or six times a-day ; but thou dinest with every 
friend that cuts up a capon, and art qua£Bng 
wine in other men'^s gullets, from morning to 
night — et He de casteria.^ 

** Friend Ganlesse,^ returned Smith, ^< I pri 
thee beware— -thou knowest I can cut gullets as 
well as tickle them.'* 

" Ay, Will," answered Granlesse, carelessly ; 
*' I think I have seen thee wave thy whinyard at 
the throat of a Hogan.Mggan-r« Netherlandish 
weasand, which expanded only on thy natural and 
mortal objects of aversion— Dutch cheese, rye- 
bread, pickled-herring, onions, and Geneva.'* 
. ** For pHy's sake, forbear the description !** 
$aid Smith ; ^* thy words overpower the per- 
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fumeSy and flavour the apartment like a dish of 
salmagundi V* ' 

*< But for an epiglottis like mine,^ continued 
Granlesse^ ^ down which the most delicate mor- 
sels are washed by such claret as thou art now 
pouring out, thou couldst not, in thy bitterest 
mood, wish a worsa fate than to be necklaced 
somewhat tight by a pair of white arms ?^ 

" By a tenpenny cord,^ answered Smith ; 
*^ but not till you were dead ; that thereafter you 
be presently disembowelled, you being yet alive ; 
that your head be then severed from your body, 
and your body divided into quarters, to be di»- 
posed of at hb Mi^esty^s pleasure. — How like 
you that. Master Richard Ganlesse P^ 

^' E^en as you like the thoughts of dining 
on Inraii-bread and nulk-porridge-— an extremity 
which you trust never to be reduced to. But aft 
this shall not prevent me from judging you in a 
cup of sound claret.^ 

As the claret circulated, the glee of th6 com^ 
pany increased; and Smith, placing the dishes'* 
which had been made use of upon the side-table, 
stamped. with his foot on the floor, and the table. 
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jsiokiiig down a trap, again arose, loaded with 
olives, sliced neafs tongue, caviare, and other 
provocatives for the cisculation of the bottle. 

" Why, Will," said Ganlesse, <* thou art a 
more complete mechanist than I suiqpected ; thou 
hast brought thy scene-shifting inventions to Der- 
byshire in marveUously short time,'' 

" A rope and pullies can be easily come by,** 
answered Will ; ^^ and with a saw and a plane, I 
can manage that business in half a day. I love 
that knack of clean and secret conveyance— thou 
knowest it was the foundation of my fortunes.'' 

" It may be the wreck of them too. Will,'* re- 
plied his friend. 

" Tru^ rSccon," answered Will ; « but vivU 
mus dum vivamtsSf that is my motto ; and there- 
with I present you a brimmer to the health of the 
fur lady you wot of 

•* Let it come, WiH," replied his fri^d, and 
the flask circulated briskly from hand to hand. 

Julian did not think it prudent to seem a check 
on their festivity, as he hoped in its progress 
something might occur to enable him to judge of 

14 
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the character and purposes of his companions. 
But he watched them in vain. Their conversa- 
tion was animated and lively, and often bore re- 
ference to the literature of the period, in which 
the elder seemed particularly well skilled. They 
also talked freely of the court, and of that nu- 
merous class of gallants who were then described 
as <' men of wit and pleasure about town ;^ and 
to whom it seemed probaUe they themselves ap- 
pertained. 

At length the universal topic of the Popish 
Plot was started ; upon which Ganlesse and 
Smith seemed to entertain the most opposite opi- 
nions. Ganlesse, if he did not maintain the au- 
thority of Oates in its utmost extent, contended 
that at least it was confirmed in a great measure 
by the murder of Sir Edmondsbury Godfrey, 
and the letters written by Coleman to the con- 
fessor of the French King. 

With much more mnse, and less power of rea- 
soning. Will Smith hesitated not to ridicule and 
run down the whole discovery, as one of the 
wildest and most causeless alarms which had ever 
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been sounded in the ears of a credulous public. 
" I shall never forget,'' he said, " Sir Godfrey's 
most original funeral. Two bouncing parsons, 
well armed with sword and pistd, mounted the 
pulpit, to secure the third fellow who preached 
from being murdered in the face of the congre- 
gation. Three parsons in one pulpit — ^threesuns 
in one hemisphere— no wonder men stood aghast 
at such a prodigy.'' 

" What then. Will," answered his compa- 
nion, ^' you are one of those, who think the good 
knight murdered himself, in order to give credit 
to the plot r 

^^ By my faith not I," said the other ; ^' but 
some true blue Protestant might do the job for 
him, in order to give the thing a better colour. 
—I will be judged by our silent friend, whether 
that be not the most feasible solution of the 
whole." 

*^ I pray you, pardon me, gentlemen," said Ju- 
lian ; ^^ I am but just landed in England, and am 
a stranger to the particular circumstances which 
have thrown the nation into such ferment It 

16 
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would be the highest degree of assurance in me 
to give mj opinion betwixt gentlemen who ar- 
gue the matter so ably ; bendes, to say truth, I 
confess weariness — your wine is more potent than 
I expected^ or I have drank more of it than I 
meant to do.** 

^ Nay, if an bourns nap will refresh you,^ said 
the elder of the strangers, *' make no ceremony 
with us. Your bed — all we can offer as such — ^is 
that old-fashioned Dutch-built sofa, as the last 
new phrase calls it. We shall be early stirrers 
to-morrow morning.^ 

** And that we may be so,** said Smith, " I 

propose that we do sit up all this night — I hate 

lying rough, and detest a pallet-bed. So have at 

another flask, and the newest lampoon to help it 

out— 

Now a plague of thdr TOtei 
Upon papists and plots, 
And be d— d Doctor Gates. 

Tol de kbI. 

•* Nay, but our Puritanic host,** said Gan- 
lesse. 

" I have him in my pocket, man — ^his eyes. 
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ears, nose, and tongue,^ answered his boon com- 
panion, << are all in my possession*'*^ 

*^ In that case, when you give him back his eyes 
and nose, I pray you keep his ears and tongue,^ 
answered Ganlesse. *' Seeing and smelling are 
organs sufficient for such a knave — ^to speak and 
hear, are things he should have no manner of 
pretensions to.*** 

** I grant you it were well done," answered 
Smith ; *^ but it were a robbing of the hangman 
and the pillory ; and I am an honest fellow, who 
would give Dun and the devil his due. So 

All joy to great CaBsar, 
Long life, lore, and pleaanre ; 
May the King live for ever, 
'Tis no matter for ub, boys.*' 

While tins Bacchanalian scene proceeded, Ju- 
lian had wrapt himself closely in his cloak, and 
stretched himself on the couch which they had 
shewed to him. He looked towards the table he 
had left — ^the tapers seemed to become hazy and 
dim as he gazed-— he heard the sound of voices, 
but they ceased to convey any impression to his 

VOL. II. s 
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understanding; and in a few minutes, he was 
faster asl^p than he had ever been in the whole 
course of his life. * 
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CHAPTER XI. 



The Gordon then his bugle blew, 

And sud, swa, aws ; 
The House of Rhodis is all on flame, 

1 hauld it time to ga*. 

(XdBallad, 



When Julian awakened the next morning, 
all was still and vacant in the apartment. The 
rising sun, which shone through the h&lf-closed 
shutters, shewed some reliques of the last nighf s 
banquet, which his confused and throbbing head 
assured him had been carried into a debauch. 

Without being much of a boon companion^ 
Julian, like other young men of the time, was 
not in the habit of shunning wine, which was 
then used in considerable quantities; and he 
could not help being surprised, that the few cups 
be had drunk over night had produced on his 
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frame the effects of excess. He rose up, adjast- 
ed his drei^ and sought the apartment for wa- 
ter to perform his morning ablutions, but with- 
out success. Wine there was on the table ; and 
bedde it one stool stood^ and another lay^ as if 
thrown down in the heedless riot of the evening. 
Surely, he thought to himself, the wine must 
have been very powerful, which rendered me in- 
sensible to the noise my companions must have 
made ere they finished their carouse. 

With momentary suspicion he examin^ his 
weapons, and the packet which he had reodved 
from the Countesi, and kept in a secret pocket of 
his upper^xMty bound dose about his person. All 
was safe ; and the very apearation reminded him 
of the duties which lay befinre hinu He left the 
apartment where they had supped, and went into 
another, wretched enough, wher^ in a trucklo^ 
bed, were sti^tched two bodies, covered with a 
rug, the heads bdbnging to which ware amicap 
Uy deposited upon the same truss of hay. The 
one was the black 9hock.head of the groom ; the 
other, graced with a long thrumb night-cap, 
shewed a griasled pate, and a grave caricatured 
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ODUntenaiice^ wliidi the hook^noee attd lantern, 
jftws prodiumed to belong to the Gsilic mkiiBter 
of good cheery whose praises he had heard sung 
forth on the preceding evening. These worthies 
seemed to bave slumbered in the arms of Bacchus 
as well as of Morpheus^ for there were broken 
flasks on the floor ; and thcar deep Mioring alone 
showed that they were alive. 

Bent upon resaming his journey, as duty and 
expedience alike dictated, Julian neitt deitcended 
the trap-stair, and essayed a door at the bottom 
of the steps. It was fastened within. He called*^ 
no answer was returned. It must be, he thought, 
the apartment of the revellers, now probably sleep* 
ing as soundly as theit* dependants still slumbered, 
and as he himself had done a few minutes before. 
Should he awake them P-^-^o what purpose ? They 
were men with whom acddent had involved him 
against his own will ; and tttuated as he was, he 
thought it wise to take the earliest opportunity 
of breaking off from society, which was suspicious, 
and might be perilous. Ruminating thus, he es- 
sayed another door, wluch admitted him to a bed* 
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nxHn, where lay another harmonious dumberer. 
The mean utennls, pewter measures, empty cans, 
and casks, with whidi this room was lumbered, 
proclaimed it that of the host, who slept, sur- 
rounded by his professional implements of hosjn- 
tality and stock in trade. 

This discovery reheyed Pereril from some de- 
licate embarrassment which he had formerly en- 
tertained. He put upon the table a piece of mo- 
ney, suflkient, as he judged, to pay his share of 
the preceding mght'^s reckoning ; not caring to be 
indebted for his entertainment to the strangers, 
whom he was leaving without the formality of an 
adieu. 

His conscience cleared of this gentleman-like 
scruple, Peveril proceeded with a light hearty 
thou^ somewhat a dizzy head, to the stable, 
which he easily recognized among a few other 
paltry out-houses. His horse, refreshed with rest, 
and perhaps not unmindful of his services the 
evening before, neighed as his master entered the 
stable; and Peveril accepted the sound as an 
omen of a prosperous journey. He paid the au- 
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guiy with a deve-full of corn ; and^ while his paW^ 
frey profited by his attention, walked into the 
fresh air to cool his heated blood, and consider 
what course he should pursue in order to reach 
the Castle of Martindale before sunset. His ac-' 
quaintance with the country in general, gave him* 
confidence that he could not have greatly devia- 
ted from the nearest rqad ; and with his horse 
in good condition, he conceived he might easily 
reach Martindale before night-fall. 

Having adjusted his route in his mind, he re-* 
turned into the stable to prepare his steed for the 
journey^ and soon led him into the ruinous court- 
yard of the inn, bridled, saddled, and ready to 
be mounted. But as FeveriPs hand was upon the 
mane, and his left foot in the stirrup, a hand 
touched his cloak, and the voice of Ganlesse said/ 
** What, Master Peveril, is this your foreign 
breeding ? or have you learned in France to take 
French leave of your friends ?" 

Julian started like a guilty thing, although a 
moment^s reflection assured him that he was nei-- 
ther wrong nor in danger^ <^ I cared not to dis*: 
turb youy^ he said, << although I did come as far 
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as the doOTcxf your chamber. I snppoted joor 
finend and you might require, after our last 
night's revel, rather sleep than ceremony^ I left 
my own bed, though a rough one, with more re* 
Ittctance than uiiUal ; and as my occasions obl^ 
me to be an early travell^, I thought it best to 
depart without leave-taking* I have lef c a tokoi 
for mine host, on the table of his apartment^ 

^ It was unnecessary,^ said Oanlesae ; ^ the 
rascal is already overpsid,-^But are you not ra- 
ther premature in your purpose qf departing? 
My mind tells me that Master Julian Peveril had 
better proceed with me to Londcai, than turn 
aside for any puipose whatever* You may see 
already, that I am no ordinary person, but a 
master-spirit of the time. For the ctickoo I tra- 
vel with, and whom I indulge in his prodigal fol- 
lies, he also has his uses. But you are of a dif- 
ii^rent cast ; and I not only would serve you, but 
even wish you to be my own.'' 

Julian gazed on this singular person when he 
spoke. We have already said his figure was mean 
and slighty inth very ordii|ary and unmiffked fea^ 
turesy unless We Were to distingiush the h^tdrn^ 
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ings of a keen gxey ^e, iAiiiAk cortesponded, in 
ha careless and prideful glance, with the hanghty 
superiority which the stranger assumed in his con* 
versation. It was not till after a momentary 
pause, that Julian replied, ** Ci|n you wonder^ 
sir, that in my drcumstances<«-if they are indeed 
known to you— -I should decline unnecessary con- 
fidence on the affairs of moment which have call, 
ed me hither, or refuse the company of k stran- 
ger, who assigns no reason for deshing mine?^ 

^< Be it as you list, young man,"^ answered 
Ganlesse ; ^< only remember hereafter, yoti had 
a fair offerr^it is not every one to whom I would 
have made it If we should meet hereafter, on 
other, and on worde terms, impute it to yourself, 
and not to me/' 

*• I understand not your threat,** answered Pe- 
Teril,'4f a threat be indeed impHed. I hate done 
no evil— I feel no apprehension-— and I eannot, 
in common sense^ concdve why I should suffer 
for refusing my confidence to a stranger, who 
seeons to require that I shopld submit me blind-i 
£cdd to his goidance.'* . 
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<< Farewell, tben^ Sir Julian of the Feak,--^ 
that may soon be,^ said the stranger, removing 
the hand which he had as yet left carelessly on 
the horse^s bridle. 

*< How mean you by that phrase ?^ sud Ju« 
lian ; <* and why apply such a title to me ?^ 

The stranger smiled, and only answered^ 
" H^re our conference ends. The way is before 
you^ You will find it longer and rougher than 
that by which I would have guided you.^ 

So saying, Ganlesse turned his back and walk- 
ed toward the house. On the threshold he turned 
about once more, and seeing that Peveril had 
not yet moved from the spot, he again smiled 
and beckoned to him ; but Julian, recalled by 
that sign to recollection, spurred his horse, and 
set forward on his journey. 

It was not long ere his Ideal acquaintance with 
the country enabled him to regain the road tor 
Martindale, from which he had diverged on the 
preceding evening for about two miles. But the 
Toads, or rather the paths, of this wild country,, 
so much satirized by .their native poet. Cotton^ 
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weie ao oomplicated in some places, so difficult 
to be traced in others, and so unfit for hasty^ 
travelling in almost all, that, in spite of Julianas 
Utmost exertions, and though he made no longer ■ 
delay upon the journey than was necessary to 
bait his horse at a small hamlet through which 
he passed at nopn, it was night-fall ere he reach- 
ed an eminence, from which, an hour sooner, 
the battlements of Martindale-Castle would have 
been visible ; and where, when they were hid in 
night, their dtuation was indicated by a light 
constantly maintained in a lofty tower,' called- 
the Warder^s Turret ; and which domestic bea- 
con had acquired, through all the neighbour- 
hood, the name of Peveril's Pole-star* 

This was r^ularly kindled at curfew toll, and 
supplied with as much wood and charcoal as main- 
tained the light till sunrise ; and at no period was 
the ceremonial omitted, saving during the space 
intervening between the death of a Lord of the 
Castle and his interment. When this last event 
bad taken place, the nightly beacon was rekin- 
dled with some ceremony,, and continued till fate 
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cdkddieiiumMrtosh^withbbfrthm. Itb 
ml kDown from what circtt«a»taiided tbepractiee 
ofnuuiilaiiiiiigthi#Iightoi%isa}IytprtiDg. Tm. 
dttioBspokcofitdMbtfttlly. Sone thought it was 
Ae signal of general hospitality^ which, in ancient 
times, guided the wandering knight^ or the weary 
pilgrim, to rest and refreshment. Others spoke 
of it as a << We^lighted watdifire/* by which the 
provident anxiety of a former lady of Martindale 
guided her husband homewards thorough the ter- 
lors of a midnight statm. The less favounible 
construction <tf unAiendly neighbours of the dis- 
senting persuaoon, ascribed the origin and eonti^ 
nuance of diis practice, to theaasuming pride of 
the family of Peveril, who diereby chose to inti- 
mate their ancient MuzeramtS over the whole coun- 
try, in the manner of the admiral, who carries the 
lantern in the poop, for Ae guidance of the fleet. 
And in the former times, our old friend. Master 
Solfigrace, dealt from the pulpit many « hard hit 
agunst Sir Geoffrey, as he that bad nused his 
hont, and set up his candlestick on high. Cei*- 
tain it is, that all the Feverils^ from father to 8(xi> 
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kad been espedally attentive to the maintenance 
of this cuftom, as something intimately connected 
with the dignity of their family ; and in the hands 
of Sir Geoffi*ey , the observance was not hke to be 
omitted. 

Accordingly, the polar-star of Peveril had 
continued to beam more or less brightly during 
all the vicissitudes of the Civil War ; and gUm- 
meredy however faintly, durii^ the subsequent 
period of Sir Geo&ey^s depression. But he was 
often heard to say, and smnetimes to swear, that 
while there was a perch of woodland left to the 
estate, the old beacon-grate should not lack re« 
plenishing* AU this his son Julian well knew ; 
and therefore it was with no ordinary feeUngs of 
surprise and anxiety, that, looking in the direc- 
tion of the Castle, he perceived that the light 
was not virible. He halted*«-*rubbed his eyes-<^ 
shifted his position^-and endeavoured, in vain, 
to persuade himself that he had mistaken the 
point from which the polar-star of his house was 
visible, or that some newly intervening obstacle, 
the growth of a plantation, perhaps, or the erec- 
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tbn of some building, intercepted the light of 
the beacon. But a moment'^s reflectiim assured 
him, that from the high and free situation which 
Martindale-Castle bore in reference to the sur- 
rounding country, this could not have taken plac^ 
and the inference necessarily forced itself upon 
his nund, that Sir Geoffrey, his father, was either 
deceased, or that the family must have been dis- 
turbed by some strange calamity, under the pres- 
sure of which, their wonted custom, and solemn 
usage, had been neglected. 

Under the influence of undefinable apprehen- 
sion, young Peveril now struck the spurs into his 
jaded steed, and forcing him down tbe broken and 
steep path, at a pace which set safety at defiance, 
he arrived at the village of Martindale^Moul- 
trassie, eagerly desirous to ascertain the cause <^ 
this ominous eclipse. The street, through wUch 
his tired horse paced slow and reluctantly, was 
now desertal and empty; and scarce a candle 
twinkled from a casement, excepting from the lat- 
ticed window of the little inn, called the Peveril 
Arms, from which a broad light shone, and seve- 
ral voices were heard in rude festivity. 
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Before the door of tUs inn, the jaded palfrey, 
guided by the instinct or experience which makes 
a hackney well acquainted with the outside of a 
house of entertainment, made so sudden and de- 
termined a pause, that notwithstanding his haste, 
the rider thought it best to dismount, expecting 
to be readily supplied with a fresh horse by Ro- 
ger Baine, the landlord,' the ancient dependant 
of his family. He' also wished to relieve his 
anxiety, by inquiring concerning the state of 
things at the Castle, when he was surprised to 
hear, bursting from the tap-room of the loyal 
old host, a well-known song of the Common- 
wealth time, which some puritanical wag had writ- 
ten in reprehension of the Cavaliers, and their 
dissolute courses, and in which his father came in 
for a lash of the satirist* 

Ye thought in the world there was no power to tame ye, 
So you tippled and drab*d till the saints overcame ye, 
" Forsooth," and " Ne'er stir," sir, have vanquished, " G— 
d— o me," 

Whieh nobody can deny. 

There was bluff old Sir Geoffrey loved brandy and mum well, 
And to see a beer^Iass tum'd over the thumb well ; 
But he fled like the wind, before Fairfax and Cromwell, 
Which nobody can deny* 
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Some strange reYoliitioti, Jufian was aware, 
must have taken place, both in the village and 
in the Castle, ere these sounds of unseemly insult 
Gould have been poured forth in the very inn 
which was decorated with the armorial bearings 
of his family ; and not knowing how far it might 
be advisable to intrude on these unfriendly re- 
Tellers, ^thout the power of repelhng or chas- 
tinng their insolence, he led hb horse to a back'- 
door, which, as he recollected, communicated 
with the landlord's apartment, determined to 
make private inquiry at him concerning the state 
of matters at the Castle. He knocked reputed- 
ly, and as often called on Boger Rune with an 
earnest but stifled voice. At length a female 
voice replied, by the usual inquiry, " Who is 
there ?'^ 

" It is I, Dame Raine— I, Julian Peveril— - 
tell your husband to come to me presently.^ 

" Alack, and a well-a^day, Master Julian, if 
it be really you — ^you are to know my poor good 
man has gone where he can come to no one; 
but, doubtless, we shall all go to him, as Mat- 
thew Chamberlain says.^ 
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^ He is dead, then ?"* said Julian. ^ I am ex- 
tremely Sony "^ 

** Dead six months and more, Master Julian ; 
and let me tell you, it is a long time for a lone 
woman, as Mat Chamberlain says.^ 

'^ Well, do you or your chamberlain undo the 
door, t want a fresh horse ; and I want to know 
bow things are at the Castle.^ 

" 'fhe Castle— lack-a^day !-— Chamberlain-* 
Matthew Chamberlain— I say, Mat !^ 

Mat Chamberlain apparently was at no great 
distance, for he presently answered her call ; and 
Peveril, as he stood close to the door, could hear 
them whispering to each other, and distinguish in 
a great measure what they said. And here it may 
be noticed, that Dame Raine, accustomed to sub* 
mit to the authority of old Roger, who vindica* 
ted as well the husband^s domestic prerogative, as 
that of the monarch in the state, had, when left a 
buxom widow, been so far incommoded by the ex- 
ercise of her newly acquired independence, that 
she had recourse, upon all occasions, to the ad« 
vice of Mat Chamberliun ; and as Mat began no 
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longer to go slipshod, and in a red nighUcap^ but 
wore Spanish shoes, and a high-crowned beavor, 
(at least of a Sunday,) and moreover was called 
Master Matthew by his fellow-sarvants, the neigh- 
bours in the village aigued a speedy change of the 
name on the sign-post ; nay, perhaps, of the very 
sign itself, for Matthew was a bit of a Puritan, 
and no friend to Feveril of the Peak. 
' ^^ Now counselme, an* you be a man. Mat 
Chamberl^,^ said Widow Raine ; ** for never 
stir, if here be not Master Julian'^s own self, and 
be wants a horse, and what not, and all a& if 
things were as they wont to be."" 

• *• Why, dame, an ye will walk by counsel,^ 
said the Chamberlain, *' e^en shake him off — ^let 
him be jogging while his boots are green. This 
is no world for folks to scald thdr fingers in 
other folks' broth." 

• " And that is well spoken, truly ,'^ answered 
Dame Raine ; <^ but then, look you. Mat, we 
have eaten their bread, and, as my poor good-r 
man used to say " 

' " Nay, nay, dame, they that walk by the coun- 
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sel of the dead, shall have non« of the living ; 
and so you may do as you list ; but if you i^Ul 
walk by mine, drop latch, and draw bolt, and bid 
hiin seek quarters farther — ^that is my counsel.^ 

" I desire nothing of you, sirrah,^ said Peve- 
ril, *^ save but to know how Sir Geoffrey and his 
lady do ?^ 

'^ Lack-a-day !— lack-a-day !^ in a tone of 
sympathy, was the only answer he received from 
the landlady ; and the conversaUon betwixt her 
and her chamberlain was resumed, but in a tone 
too low to be overheard. 

At length Mat Chamberlain spoke aloud, and 
with a tone of authority : ** We undo no doors 
at this time of night, for it is against the Justices^ 
orders, and might cost us our license ; and for the 
Castle, the road up to it lies before you, and I 
think you know it as well as we do,'' 

" And I know you,'' said Peveril, remounting 
his wearied horse, ^^ for an ungrateful churl, 
whom, on the first opportunity, 1 will cudgel to 
a mummy." 

To this menace Matthew made no reply, and 
Peveril presently heard him leave the apartment. 
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after a few earnest wards betwixt him and his 
mistress. 

Impatient at this delay, and at the evil omen 
implied in these people^s conversation and de- 
portment, Peveril, after some vain spurring of his 
horse, which positively refused to move a step far- 
ther, dismounted once more, and was about to 
pursue his journey on foot, notwithstanding the 
extreme disadvantage under whidi the high ri^ 
ding-boots of the period laid those who attempted 
to walk with such incumbrances, when he was 
stopped by a gentle call from the window. 

Her counsellor was no sooner gone, than the 
good-nature and habitual veneration of the dame 
for the house of Peveril, and perhaps some fear 
for her counsellor's bones, induced her to open 
the casement, and cry, but in a low and timid 
tone, ^^ Hist ! hist ! Master Julian— -be you 
gone?'' 

. •* Not yet, dame," said Julian ; " though it 
seems my stay is unwelccHne." 

" Nay, but good young master, it is because 
men counsel so differently ; for here was my poor 
old Rc^a* Raine would have thought the chim- 
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ney cc^ner too cold for you ; and here is Mat 
Chamberlain thinks the cold court-yard is warm 
enough.'*' 

*< Never mind that, dame,^ said Julian ; << do 
but only tell me what has happened at Martin* 
dale-Castle ? I see the beacon is extinguished.^ 

*^ Is it in troth ? — ay, like enough— then good 
Sir 6eoffi:ey is gone to Heaven with my old Ro- 
ger Raine T 

"Sacred Heaven!" exdaimed Peveril ; <*when 
was my father taken ill ?" 

" Never, as I knows of,'' said the dame; 
^^ but, about three hours since, arrived a party 
at the Castle, with buff-coats and bandaliers, and 
one of the Parliament's folks, like in Oliver'^s time. 
My old Roger Raine would have shut the g^tes 
of the inn against them, but he is in the church- 
yard, and Mat says it is against law ; and so they 
came in and refreshed men and horse, and sent fol: 
Master Bridgenorth, that is at Moultrassie-Hall 
even now ; and so they went up to the Castle, and 
thare was a fray, it is like, as the old Knight was 
no man to take napping, as poor Roger Raine 
used to say. Always the officers had the best 
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ooH ; and reaion there is, since they had law of 
thdr side, as our Matthew says. But onoe the 
poU-star of the Castle is out, as your honour says, 
why, doubtless, the dd gentleman is dead.^ 

*^ Gradous Heaven ! — Dear dame, for lore or 
gold, let me have a horse to make for the Casde. - ^ 

<< The Castle r said the dame ; «< the Bound- 
heads, as my poor Boger called them, will kill 
you as they have killed your father ! Better creep 
into the wood-house, and I will send Bett with 
a blanket and some supper— Or stay— my old 
Dobinn stands in the little stable beade the hen- 
coop-^en take him, and make the best of your 
way out of the country, for there is no safety here 
fix you. Hear what songs some of them are sing- 
ing at the tap ! — so take Dobbin, and do not for* 
get to leave your own horse instead,^ 

Peveril waited to hear no further, only, that 
just as he turned to go off to the stable, the com- 
passicmate female was heard to exclaim,—'^ O 
Lord ! what will Matthew Chamberlain say ?^ 
but instantly added, << Let him say what he will, 
I may dispose of whaf s my own.'* 

With the haste of a double-feed hostler did 
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Jaliah exchange the equipments of his jaded, 
brute with poor Dobbin, who stood quietly tug- 
ging at hi^ rack-*full of hay, without diteaming of 
the business which was that night destined for 
hira. Notwithstanding the darkness of the place, 
Julian succeeded marvellous quickly in preparing 
for his journey ; and leaving his own horse to 
find its way to Bobbin^s rack by instinct, he 
leaped upon his new acquisition, and spurred 
him sharply against the hill, which rises steeply 
from the village to the Castle. Dobbin, little 
accustomed to such exertions, snorted, panted, 
and trotted as briskly as he could, until at 
length he brought his. rider before the entrance- 
gate of his father's ancient seat. 

The moon was now rising, but the portal was 
hidden from, its beams, being situated, as we have 
mentioned elsewhere, in a deep recess betwixt two 
large flanking towers. Peveril dismounted, tum^ 
ed his horse loose, and advanced to the gate, 
which, contrary to his expectation, he found was 
open. He enteredthe large court-yard ; and covid 
then perceive that lights yet twinkled in the lower 
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part of the building, although he had not brfbre 
obaerved them, owing to the height of the out- 
ward walk. The main door, or great hall-gate^ 
aa it was called, was, nnoe the partially decayed 
state of the family, seldom opened, save on ooca- 
noDs of particular ceremony. A smaller postern 
door served the purpose of ordinary entrance ; 
and to that Julian now repaired. This also was 
opeD--« drcumstance which would of itsdf have 
alarmed him, had he not already had so many 
causes for apprehenoon. His heart sunk within 
him as he turned to the left, through a small 
outward hall, towards the great parlour, whidi 
the family usually occupied as a sitting apart- 
roent ; and his alarm became still greater, when, 
OB a nearer approach, he heard proceeding from 
thence the murmur of several vmces. He threw 
the door of the apartmoit wide ; and the sight 
which was thus displayed, warranted all the evil 
bodings which he had entertained. 

In front of him stood the old Knight, whose 
arms were strongly secured, over the elbows, 
by a haihem belt drawn tight round them, and 
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made fast behind; two ruffianly looking men, 
apparently his guards, had hold of his doublet 
The scabbardless sword which lay on* the floor, 
and the empty sheath which hung by Sir Geof* 
frey^s side, shewed the stout old Cavalier had not 
been reduced to this state of bondage without an 
attempt at resistance. Two or three persons, ha- 
iring their backs turned towards Julian, sat round 
a table, and appeared engaged in writing— the 
voices which he had heard were theirs, as they 
murmured to each other. Lady Feyeril— -the 
emblem of death, so pallid was her countenance 
—stood at the distance of a yard or two from 
her husband, upon whom her eyes were fix- 
ed with an intenseness of gaze, like that of one 
who looks her last on the object which she loves 
the best. She was the first to perceive Julian ; 
and she exclaimed, '^ Merciful Heaven ! — ^my son ! 
—the misery of our house is complete !^ 

" My son T echoed Sir Geoffrey, starting 
from the sullen state of dejection, and swearing 
a deep oath— << thou art come in the right time, 
Julian, Strike me one good blow->-cleave me 
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that tnutorous thief from the crown to the brisket; 
and that done I cave not what comes next.^ 

The sight of his father^s situation made the 
son forget the inequality of the contest which he 
was about to provoke. 

<« Villains,^ he said, ^< unhand him !*** and rash* 
ing on the guards. ^th bis drawn sword, com- 
pelled them to let go Sir Geoffrey, and stand on 
their own defence. 

Sir GeoflErey, tbus far liberated, shouted to his 
lady, <' Undo the belt, dame, and we will hi^ye 
three good blows for it yet— they must fight well 
that beat both father and son."^ 

But one of those men who had started up from 
the writing-table when the fray commenced, pre- 
vented Lady Peyeril from rendering her husbaiid 
this as»stance ; while another ea^ly mastered the 
hampered Knight, though not without receiving 
several severe kicks from his heavy boots — ^his 
condition permitting him no other mode of de- 
fence* A third, who saw that Julian, young, ac- 
tive, and animated with the fury of a son who 
fights for his parents, was compelling the two 
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guards to ^ve ground, seized on his collar, and 
attempted to master his sword. Suddenly drop- 
ping jthat weapon, and snatching one of his pis- 
tols, Julian ^red it at the head of the person by 
whom he was thus assailed. He did not drop, 
but, staggering back as if he had received a se- 
vere .blow, shewed Peveril, as he sunk into a 
chair, the features of old Bridgenorth, blacken- 
ed with the explosion, which had even set fire to 
a part of his grey hair. ' A cry of astonishment 
escaped from Julian ; and in the alarm and hor- 
ror of the moment, he was easily secured and 
disarmed by those with whom he had been at 
first engaged* 

" Heed it not, Julian,'' said Sir Geofirey ; <*heed 
it not, my brave boy— ^that shot has balanced all 
accompts !— But how— what the devil — he lives ! 
— ^Was your pistol loaded with chaff? or has the 
foul fiend given him proof against lead ?^ 

There was some reason for Sir Geoffrey's sur- 
prise, since, as he spoke. Major Bridgenorth col- 
lected himself— sat up in the chair as one who 
recovers from a stunning blow — ^then rose, and 
wiping with his handkerchief the marks of the 
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Explosion from his face, he appoached Julian, 
and said, in the same cold unaltered tone in 
which he usually expressed himself, ^ Young 
man, you have reason to bless God, who has this 
day saved you from the commission of a great 
crime.** 

'< Bless the devil, ye crop-eared knave V* ex- 
claimed Sir GeofBrey ; " for nothing less than the 
father of all fanatics saved your brains from be- 
ing blown about like the rinsings of BedzebuVs 
porridge>pot !" 

** Sir GeoflGrey," said Major Bridgenortb, " I 
have already told you, that with you I will hold 
no argument ; for to you I am not accountable 
for any of my actions.** 

" Master Bridgenorth,** said the lady, making 
strong effort to speak, and to speak with calm- 
ness, ^' whatever revenge your christian state of 
conscience may permit you to take on my hus- 
band — I— I, who have some right to experience 
compassion at your hand, for most sincerely did 
I compasfflonate you when the hand of Heaven 
was heavy on you — I implore you not to involve 
my son in our common ruin !—* Let the destruc- 
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tion of the father and mother, with the ruin oC 
our ancient house, satisfy your resentment for 
any wrong which you have ever received at my 
husband's hand."^ 

<* Hold your peace, housewife,^ said the 
Knight ; ^< you speak hke a fool, and meddle 
with what concerns you not. — ^Wrongatm^hand? 
The cowardly knave has ever had but even too 
mudi right Had I cudgelled the cur soundly 
when he first bayed at me, the cowardly mongrel 
had been now crouching at my feet, instead of 
flying at my throat. But if I get through this 
action, as I have got through worse weather, I 
will pay off old scores, as far as tough crab-tree 
and old iron will bear me out^ 

" Sir Geoffrey,'' replied Bridgenorth, « if the 
birth you boast of has made you blind to better 
principles, it might have at least taught you ci^^ 
vility. What do you complain off I am a ma- 
gistrate ; and I execute a warrant, addressed to 
me by the first authority in the state. I am a 
creditor also of yours ; and law arms me with 
powers to recover my own property from the 
hands of an improvident debtor." 
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*^ You a magistrate !" said the Knight ; ^^much 
such a magistrate as Noll was a monarch. Your 
heart is up, I warrant, because you have the 
King^s pardon ; and are replaced on the bench, 
forsooth, .to persecute the poor Papist. There 
was never turmoil in the state, but knaves had 
their vantage by it — ^never pot boiled, but the 
scum was cast uppermost.'' 

" For God's sake, my dearest husband," said 
Lady Peveril, " cease this wild talk ! It can but 
incense Master Bridgenorth, who might other- 
wise consider, that in common charit y ^ 

" Incense him T said Sir Geoffrey, impatient-* 
ly interrupting her ; ." God's-death, madam, you 
will drive me mad ! Have you lived so long in 
this world, and yet expect consideration and cha« 
rity from an old starved wolf like that ? And if 
he had it, do you think that I, or you, madam, 
as my wife, are subjects for his charity P^^ulian, 
my poor fellow, I am sorry thou hast come so un- 
luckily, since thy petronel was not better loaded 
—but thy credit is lost for ever as a marksman."" 

This angry colloquy passed so rapidly on all 
sides, that Julian, scarce recovered from the ex-» 
17 
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tremity of astonisbment with which he was over- 
whehned at finding himself suddenly plunged into 
a situation of such extremity, had no time to con« 
sider in what way he could most effectually act 
for the succour of his parents. To speak Bridge- 
north fair, seemed the more prudent course ; but 
to this his pride could hardly stoop ; yet he for- 
ced himself to say, wkh as much calmness as he 
could assume, ^^ Master Bridgenortfa, since you 
act as a magistrate, I desire to be treated accord- 
ing to the laws of England ; and demand to know 
of what we are accused, and by whose authority 
we are arrested ?'' 

" Here is another howlet for ye T exclaimed 
the impetuous old Knight ; " his mother speaks 
to a Puritan of charity ; and thou must talk of 
law to a round-headed rebel, with a wanion to 
you ! What warrant hath he, think ye, beyond 
the Parliament**s or the devil's ?'' 

" Who speaks of the Parliament ?'^ said a per- 
son entering, whom Peveril recognized as the 
official person whom he had before seen at the 
horse-dealer's, and who now bustled in with all 
the conscious dignity of plenary authority, — 
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<< Who UJks of the Parliament r he exdaimed. 
*< I promise you^ enough has been found in this 
house to oonYict twenty plotters-— Here be armsy 
and that good store. Bring them in. Captain/* 

'< The yery same,^ exclaimed the Captain, ap* 
proaching, '* which I mention in my printed Nar^ 
rative of Informaticm, lodged before the Honour- 
able House of Commons ; they were commission* 
ed from old Vander Huys of Rotterdam, by or* 
dera of Don John of Austria, for the service of 
the Jesuite.*" 

^ Now, by this light,"* said Sir Geofl&ey, '< th^ 
are the pikes, musketoons, and pistols, that have 
been hidden in the garret ever once Naseby- 
fightr 

<^ And here,** said the Captain*s yoke-fellow, 
Everett, ** are proper priest*s trappings — ^anti- 
phoners,and missals, and copes, I warrant you— 
ay, and proper pictures too^ for Papists to mut- 
ter and bow oyer." 

** Now pli^e on thy snuffling whine,** said Sir 
6eoffi*ey ; << here is a rascal will swear my grand- 
mother's old farthingale to be priest'^s vestmants, 
and the story book of Owlenspiegel, a Popish 
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" But how's this, Master Bridgenorth ?" fiaid 
Topham, addressing the magistrate ; ^^ your ho- 
nour has been as busy as we have ; and you have 
caught another knave while we recovered these 
toys*'' 

: *' I think^ sir,^ said Julian, ** if you look into 
your wal*rant^ whichj if I mistake not, names the 
persons whom you are directed to arrest^ you will 
find you have no title to apprehend me.^ 
I ^* Sir,'' said the officer, puffing with importance, 
" I do not know who you are ; but I would you 
were the best man in England, that I might teach 
you the respect due to the warrant of the House. 
Sir, there steps not. the man within the British 
setis, but I will arrest him on authority of this bit 
of parchment ; and I do arrest you accordingly* 
*— What do you accuse him of, gentlemen ?^ 
. Dangerfield swaggered forward, and peeping 
under Julian'^s hat, " Stop my vital br^ath,^ he 
exclaimed, ^^ but I have seen you before, my friend, 
ah. I could but think, where; but my memory is not 
worth a bean, since I have been obliged to use it 
so. much of late, in the behalf of the poor state. 
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But I do know the fellow ; and I have seen him 
amongst the Papists — I**!! take that on my assu- 
red damnation.^ 

<< Why, Captain Dangerfield,"^ said the Cqi^ 
taints smoother, but more dangerous associate,**^ 
<^ verily, it is the same youth whom we saw at 
the horse-merchant^s yesterday ; and we had mat- 
ter against him then, only Master T<^ham did 
not desire us to bring itout^ 

^* Yc may bring out what ye will against him 
now,"" said Topham, ^* for he hath blasphemed 
the warrant of the House. I think ye said ye saw^ 
him somewhere c*^ 

^* Ay, verily,^ sakl Everett, ^' I have seen htm 
amongst the seminary pupils at Saint Omer^s^^ie 
was who but he with the regents tfaere.^ 

^^ Nay, Master Everett, collect yourself,^ smd 
Topham ; ** for, as I think, you said you saw him 
xit a consult of the Jesuits in London."" 

'* It was / s^ ^ Master Topbam,^ said 
the undaunted Dangerfidd ; ^ and inine is the 
tongue that will swear it'' . 
> ^^ Good Master Topham,^ said Bridgenortb, 
" you may suspend further inquiry at present. 
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as it doth but fatigue and perplex the memoiy of 
the KiDg^s witnesses.*** 

** You are wrong. Master Bridgenorth-^clear- 
ly wrong. It doth but keep them in wind — only 
breathes them like greyhounds before a cour^ng 
match."^ 

** Be it so,^ said Bridgenorth, with his usual 
indifference of manner ; ^^ but at present this 
youth must stand committed upon a warrant, 
which I will presently sign, of having assai/lted 
me while in discharge of my duty as a magistrate, 
for the rescue of a person legally attached. Did 
you not hear the report of a pistol ?^ 

" I will swear to it," said Everett. 

" And I,'* said DangenGeld. " While we were 
making search in the cellar, I heard scHuething 
very like a pistoLshot ; but I conceived it to be 
the drawing of a long-corked bottle of sack, to 
see whether there were any Popish reliques in the 
inside otf t.'' » 

** A pistol-shot r exclaimed Topham ; *< here 
might have been a second Sir Edmondbury Grod- 
frey's matter,— Oh, thou real spawn of the red 
old dragon ! for he too would have resisted the 
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Hmm\ wurmiii, liad im not takta him sottiethiiig^ 
at unawaies. — Master Briclg«iiortfa> you are a |ii» 
dtcioufl magistrate) and a worthy servant of the 
■late— 4 would w« had many such sound Pro- 
tartant justices. Shall t have this youixg fellow 
away with his parents — ^what think you P— -or wiH 
yott keep him for ro^examlnatioii ?^ 

<< Matter Bridgenortfa^'' aiiid Lady FlsveAl^ in 
apUt of her husbaiid>( dRms lo interrapH her, 
^* fin: God^ii sak#, if ever you knew what it was to 
lore one of the msny diildrea you have lost, or 
her who is now left tX3 yoo^ do not pursue your 
vengeance to the Uood of my poor boy I IwiU 
fbrgi ve you ail the JrestM-all the distresa you h&ve 
wrought»*^l the yet grealMr miaery wfth which 
you Uuvatinue; butd^notbetfxtnstaiawilhone 
who never can hav^olfi^nded you. Btlii8ve,thcit 
if ytar elkrs are diut Itgainyt the ciy of n despftii^ 
logoiotlM^thoiK which are open to thttOMMplaiirt 
of all who sorrow, will hear my petition Md yimr 
•nsWttr,"' 

Tbe agony of iniad Md of toio^ wkh whieh 
I^dy Peireril uttered these wotdl> setm^to t)|rift 
tiiaoiighdi piKserit^ tlecw^ motet of them iveie to^ 
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silent, wb60,ceasiog to speaky shefix^ooSiridge* 
north her eyes, glistening with tears, with the ei^gar 
HDxiety of one whose life or death seeped to de- 
pend upon the answer to be returned* Slven 
Bridgenorth^s inflexibility seemed to be shaken { 
and his vcica was tremulous, as lie anrrered, 
<^ Madam, I would to Crod I bad the iMresent 
means of relieving your great dijstri^ss, otherwise 
than by recommending to you a reliance upon 
Providence; and that you take heed to your ^pir 
rit, that it murmur not under this crook in your 
lot. For me, I am but as arod in the band of 
the strongman, which smites not of itselft but be- 
cause it is wielded by the arm of him who ludds 
thesame.^ 

*^ Even aM I and my black rod ame guided by 
the Commons of England,^ said Master Topbwi, 
who seemed marvellously pleased with the illus- 
tration, 

Julian now thought it time to sny something in 
bis own behalf ; and he endeavour^ tp temper it 
with as much composure as it was possible for him 
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to assume. ** Master Bridgenorth," he said, " I 
neither dispute your authority, nor this gentle- 
man^s warrant—^ 

•* You do not?** said Topham. " O ho, master 
youngster, I thought we should bring you to yout 
senses presently !'' 

** Then, if you so will it. Master Topham,'' 
said Bridgenorth, " thus it shall be. You shall 
set out with early day, taking with you, towards 
London, the persons of Sir Geoffrey and Lady 
Peveril ; and that they may travel according to 
their quality, you will allow them their coach, suf- 
ficiently guarded.** 

** I will travel with them myself,'' said Top- 
ham ; *' for these rough Derbyshire roads are no 
easy riding ; and my very eyes are weary with 
looking on these bleak hills. In the coach I can 
fileep as sound as if I were in the house, and Mas- 
ter Bodderbrains on his legs." 

" It will become you so to take your ease. 
Master Topham," answered Bridgenorth. ** For 
this youth, I will take him under my charge, and 
bring him up myself." 
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^* I may not be answerable for that, worthy 
Master Bridgenorth, since he comes within the 
warrant of the House.'' 

•* Nay, but,*' s^d Bridgenorth, " he is only 
under custody for an assault, with the purpose 
of a rescue ; and I counsel you against meddling 
with him^ unless you have stronger guard. Sir 
Geoffrey is now old and broken, but this young 
fellow is in the flower of his youth, and hath at 
his beck all the debauched young Cavaliers of the 
neighbourhood-^You will scarce cross the coun* 
try without a rescue." 

Topham eyed Julian wistfully, as a spider may 
be supposed to look upon a stray wasp which has 
got into his web, and which he longs to secure^ 
though he fears the consequences of attempting 
him.. 

Julian himself replied, <^ I know not if this 
separation be well or ill meant on your part. 
Master Bridgenorth ; but on mine, I am only de- 
sirous to share the fate of my parents ; and there- 
fore I will give my word 'o£ honour to attempt 
ndther rescue nor escape, on condition you' do 
not separate me from them.'' 
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^ Do not my 80^ Julum,^ eakl his mdher ; 
*^ libidt with Master BridgenHitliH-Hliy ttiad tdb 
me he cannot mean so ill by us iki hift rough con- 
duot ivouid kio«r lead nn to infer.^ 

«< And I^"" afettd Sir Gwfiivjr, << know, that be« 
tviten the doon of my father's house and the 
ipttes Df hdl, there 6tq^ not such a vilUn ion 
the gvound ! And if I wish my hands ever iobe 
wnhdttild'againyil; is because I hot)efiirons down* 
li^l blow at it grey head^ that has hatdiediaore 
traasoa than the whde Long Parliament^* 

^ Away with thee,^ said the zealous oilcer ; 
^< is Parlianeiit a word fiir «o find a jnouth as 
ihitoe f^GtntfeBMD,^ be addjed, tomii^ to Bve^ 
rett md Dai^getfirid^ ^ yoli will hear witness to 
this.'' 

^^ To his having reviled the House of Com* 
M0n9i-*b)r.Gk^ Aai I w3Ur saidDuigedyid; 
^* I will Ari^ek on my danmatioa.'' 

«' And vcnly^" aaid Everaft, ^< «s he tspoioe nT 
Faniiameat gmmsdly^ he ifasih caatetamed ikt 
Houaet>f Leeds dkd." 

^< Why^ ye poor ins^pufisaat wset^s,'' said 
Sir Geoffrey, ^< whose 'V&ey life is a 
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whoae farted is pirjnry^^-Hrould you perverl uty 
imioeeBt words almost «E soon as they bare quit- 
ted my lips ? I tell you the country is wieU weary 
of you ; aad should EngUshoiea eolne to their 
senses, the jail, the piUoiy, the wbippiojap-post, 
and the gibbet, will be too good prefermetit Aht 
such base bloodsuckers. And now. Master Brid0e4 
ttDrtk, yott and they may do your worst; for I 
wsU not open my mouth to uttor a single word 
while I am in the company of such knaves.^ 

<< Periiaps, Sir Oeoffrey,* answered Bridge- 
north, ** you would better haVe eonstihed your 
own safety in Adopting that lesoltition a little 
sooner'^the tongue is a little member, biit it 
eausee much striftw*^You, Master Julian, will 
pleaee to ibUow me, land witfaoitt remonatranee or 
resistance, fiMryousnust beawace that i have the 
means of ooBBpeUing.^ 

Julian was, indeed, but too sensiUe that he 
had 9o other course but that of sufamisston to 
superior fonce ; bat ere he left the apartment, he 
kneded down to reoeiye Ids* fwtber% blessings 
whioh the old man bestowed: tiot without a tear 
in his eye, and in the osiphatic words, ^ Grod 

' 18 
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bless thee, my boy ; and keep thee good and true 
to Church and King, whatever wiad &hall bring 
foul weather.** 

His mother was only able to< pass her hand 
over his head^ and to implore him, in a low tone 
of voice, not to be rash or violent in any attempt 
to render them assistance. *^ We are innocent,** 
iihe said, ^^ my son— we are innocent — and we 
are in God*s hadds. Be the thought our best 
comfort and protection.** 

Bridgenorth now signed to Julian to foUow 
him, which he did, accompanied, or rather con^ 
ducted, by the two guards who had first disarm- 
ed him. When they had passed from the apart- 
ment, ^nd were at the door of the outward hall, 
Bridgenorth asked Julian whether he would con. 
sider himself as under parole ; in which case, he 
said, be would dispense with all other security 
but his own promise. 

Peveril, who could not help hoping somewhat 
from the favourable and unresentful manner in 
which he was treated by one whose life he had 
so recently attempted, replied, without hesitation, 
that he would give his parole for twenty-four 
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hours, neither to attempt to escape by force nor 
by flight. 

*' It is wisely said,** replied Bridgenorth ; *^ for 
though you might cause bloodshed, be assured 
that your utmost efforts could do no service to 
your parents.--Horse8 there — horses to the court- 
yard r 

The trampling of the horses was soon heard ; 
and in obedience to Bridgenorth^s signal, and in 
compliance with his promise, Julian mounted 
one which was presented to him, and prepared to 
leave the house of his fathers, in which his parents 
were now prisoners, and to go, he knew not whi- 
ther, under the custody of one known to be the 
ancient enemy of his race. He was rather sur- 
prised at observing, that Bridgenorth and he were 
about to travel without any other attendants. 

When they were mounted, and as they rode 
slowly towards the outer-gate of the court-yard, 
Bridgenorth said to him, ** It is not every one 
who would thus unreservedly commit his safety, 
by travelling at night, and unaided, with the hot- 
brained youth who so lately attempted his life.** 

10 
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*< Master Bridgeimihy^ said Julian, ^' I might 
tell you truly, that I knewyou not at the time irhea 
I directed my weapon agmnst you ; but I must 
also add, diat the cause in which I used it, might 
have rendered me^ even had I known you, a slight 
respecter of your person. At present, I do know 
you ; and have nather malice against your per*- 
son, nor the liberty of a parent to fight for. Be- 
sides, you have my word ; and when was a Pev^ml 
known to break it T 

. ^ Ay,^ replied his companioQ, ^< a Peveril*— a 
Peveril of the Peak I-— a nme wluch has long 
sounded likeawar4rumpet in the land; but which 
has now perhaps sounded its last loud note. Look 
back, young niaa,on the darkanafie turrets ciyoar 
fatber'*s bouse, whkh uplift themselves as jNroud* 
ly on the brow of the bill, as thw owners nused 
themsdves above the sons of th^ people. Think 
upon your father, a captiv^^yourself, in some 
sort, a f ugitive^your light quenched-^your glory 
abased-^your estate wrecked and impoverished. 
Think that Pkovidence has sulgected the desli* 
niei of tbe race cf P^verii to ooe, wbom^ in tb^ 
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fttistocratic pride, they held as a plebeian upstart. 
Think of this ; and when you again boast of your 
anoei^try, remember, that he who raiseth the low- 
ly ean aisa abase the high in beart^ 

Julian did indeed gate for an instant, with a 
i»w«lKiig hearty upon the dimly-seen turrets of his 
paOenud manmon, on which poured the moon- 
%fat, mixed with long shadows of the towers and 
tftB$. But while he skdly acknowledged the truth 
of Bridgeac»th*6ob6ervaiion, he felt indignant at 
his ill-timed triumph. ^< If jfiorlttne had followed 
worth,'' he said, ^< the Casde of Martindale, and 
the name of Pevcrtl^ kad aff(»ded no room for 
their enemy's inglorious boast. Butthotewho 
have stood high on iP^tmie's wheels must abide 
by the consequence of its retolutions. Thus much 
I will at least say for my father^s bouse, that it 
lias not stood unhonoured ; nor will it fall^f it 
» to &li— *unlamented. |Wbear^then,if }i^uare 
indeed the Cfartstiito y^eti eall yocurself, toeitult in 
the misfortunes of others, or to confide in your 
i^wm piosperity. If the light of our House be 
now quenched j God tm rekindle it in his own 
good time*'' 
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Peveril broke off ia extreme surprise ; for as he 
spoke the last words, the bright red beams of the 
family beacon began again to glimmer from its 
wonted watch-tower, chequering the pale moon- 
beam with a ruddier glow. Bridgenorth also 
gazed on this unexpected illumination with sur- 
prise, and not, as it seemed, without disquietude. 
<' Young man,^ he resumed, ^^ it can scarcely be 
but what Heaven intends to work great things 
by your hand, so Angularly has that augury fol* 
lowed on your words.^ 

So saying, he put his horse once more into mo- 
tion ; and looking back, from time to time, as if 
to assure himself that the beacon of the Castle 
was actually rekindled, he led the way through 
the well-known paths and alleys, to his own 
house of Moultrassie, followed by Peveril, who, 
although sensible that the light might be alto- 
gether accidental, could not but receive as a good 
omen ah event so intimately connected with the 
traditions and usages of his family. 

They alighted at the hall-door, which was has- 
tily opened by a female ; and while the deep tone 
of Bridgenorth called on the groom to take tl^eir 
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horses, the well-known voice of his daughter 
Alice was heard to exclaim in thanksgiving to 
God, who had restored her father in safety. 



END OF VOLUME SECOND. 
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